
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



gSSSEE 







] 



LETTERS 



r R M 



FRANCE. 



LETTERS 

FROM 

F R A N C E: 

CONTAININ-G MANY 

NEW ANECDOTES 

KKLATIVZ TO THE 

FRENCH REVOLUTION, 

AND THE PRESENT STATE OF 

FRENCH MANNERS. 



B Y 

HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS. 



VOL. II. 
THE THIRD EDITION. 



LOND ON: 

PRKNTBD FOK O. G. AND J. ROBINSON^ 
PATBRNOSTBR-KOW. 



1796. 






LETTERS 



FROM 



FRANCE. 



L E T T E R I. 



\ 

1^ T AGAIN take up the pen to write to 

)f X you at the chateau of Monf. du F— , 

5 from which place I laft year fent you 

' ' the hiftory of his misfortunes ; ihofe mi-f- 

fortunes which have led me to love, as 

well as admire, the revolution. For yoti 

know we are To framed that, while we 

contemplate the deliverance ot millions 

with a fublime emotion of wonder and 

exultation, the tears of tendernefs, the 

throbbings of fympathy, are referved for 

VOL. ir, B the 
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-theinonicnt when* we fcled one happy 
family fromrthe great national group, 
.and When, amidft the loud acclamations 
of an innumerable multitude, we can 
diftinguifti the Toothing founds of do- 
..xneftic felicity, i have bdicld with awe- 
'ful . aflonifliment the fun of liberty 
fpreading icsi^road blaze over the French 
,hemifpjierc j but I have traced with in- 
cxpreflible delight that benignant beam 
which has. chafed, every cloud of cala- 
mity fronv the dwelling of Monf. du 

It feems the recompenfe of my French 
-patriotifm that I have on fevcral occa- 
sions had[ the good fortune to wiinefs 
ithofe fcenes of general felicity, in which 
:it requires but common fenfibility to 
.panake. I went to Rouen the very 
.day before the King accepted the con- 
iftitution. When the courier arrived with 
•this intelligence, the cannon were im- 
mediately fired, the hells of all the 

churches 
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'Churches rung, and the people dtfplayed 
their joy by crowding the ftreets with 
bonfires at the diftance of every eight 
-or ten yards. I obferved fome of the 
people, who were too poor to contribute 
a portion of wood, bring for their ofTer- 
4ng a part of an old bedftead, a leg of 
a broken chair^ &c. to feed the flame. 

Strangers (lopped, and congratulated 
*one another in the ftreets, which re* 
founded with cries of exultation, amongr 
which the founds of ** Vive le Roi des 
Francois* !"* were almoft loft amidft 
thofe of ** Vive la nation ! C'eft la nation 
<jui triomphe ! Ceft la conftitution qui 
triomphe *f !*' 

In the afternoon Te Deum was fung 
in the cathedral. The eight hundred 
eleftors of the departi^ent, who were 
at that time aflembled at Rouen^ walked 

♦ Long live the King of the French ! 
f Long live the nation i It is the nation that 
triumphs ! It i« the -conftitutten that trivniiphs4 

B a in 
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in ^proceSion,i attended by all the ofBcers 
tif the adminiftrationy and ftveral bat- 
calioas o£ the national guard. An ini- 
iiicnfe multitude filled every part of ihe 
cathedral:; the foiinds of the organ and 
(fht dauns, the voices of the choir, and 
ihe adqlamations of the people, were 
min^^d t^ether, and rolied through the 
Jqng stiiles of jtbe building. It was i^ra- 
•po/5bl^ to witnefs this religious folem- 
siity, and fefled on the greatnefs of the 
xiccafion, which had called^ fo.jmmenfe 
^ nwAtkx^ t9gether, that pf; having 
compfleted the gloriovi& work of a free 
.governnient, without catching the enthii- 
iiafm which, beat high in>iev^ry bofom* 

Indieed, living^ ip F?a,ti<;ei at prefent 
/appears to <bk fpmewhat like living in; a 
region of romance,; Eyents the n>()ft 
aftoniftiing and rftarvellous areliere the 
occurrences of ^h$r day, ac^l eyigry :n?wf- 
paper is filled with articles of intelligence 
that will forni'^ new er^ in the hillory 

of 
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of mankind. The fentimcnts of the 
people alfo are elevated far above the 
pitch of common life. All the motives 
which moft powerfully . ftimulace the 
mind in its prdinary ftate,feem rc^reflcd 
inconiideratioQ of the public good ; and 
every felfifli intereft is facrificed with 
fond alacrity at the altar of the countrjr..r 
For my part, while. I contemplate thefc 
things, I fometimes think that the age of 
chivalry, inftcad o£ being paft for cver^ 
is juft returned ;, not indeed in its crro* 
neous notions of loyalty, honour, and 
gallantry, which are as little << k Tordre 
dvi jour *•' as its dwarfs, giants, and im- 
prifoned damfels ; but in its noble con- 
tempt of fordid cares, its fpirit of uiifful- 
lied generoiity, and its heroic zeal for 
the happinefs of others. 

The completion of the new govern^ 
ment has been celebrated by general- 

♦ The order of the day.. 

B 3 demoft- 
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demonftrations of joy thronghom thff 
whole kingdom ; and thus begins, under 
the aufpices of liberty, the conftitutional 
reign of Lewis the Sixteenth, - - 

It is faid that the Abbe Maury, wha 
left France ajs foon as the conftitution was- 
accepted, is going to Rom=e, and that the 
pope intends to give him a cardinars^ 
hat, in Tecompenfe for the obftinatc 
battle he has fo long fought againfl; rea«- 
fon and philofophy. The patriots de^ 
clare that the pope> by fo doing, will 
prove that he has more power than th«^ 
whole National Aflembly, *' car il feni 
Tougir Vhhh€: Maury. •** 

* For he iriUrout]^ the- Abb4 Maury r/^/^A, j: 
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LETTER If. 

TTTTE left our friends in Normandy- 
^ a fortnight ago, and have pitched 
bur tent at Oilcans. Our journey fur- 
hiQied many agreeable fubjcAs of re- 
fiedtion to my mind, which you. welP 
know has ftrongly caught the contagion * 
of French patriotifm. 
* On th^^ windows of every inii at which • 
we flopped, we faw the little lamps ftill 
fixed, which Had been lighted at the 
fStes given in every town upon the~coiSi 
pletion of the conftitution. In all the vil- 
lages through which wepaffcd^ I read, in- 
fcribed in great charafters, "Lalibcrtc, 
ou la mort ♦;" In feveral places I heard 
that the workmen had contributed fo 
many diys labour towards the expence 
offending men to the frontiers. In fliort^ 

* Liberty, or death, 

B 4 wherever 



wherever we journeyed, libcc^yr feeftied 
to have run like eledtric ii rev along this 
country, and pervaded every objedliixhs 
paffage. Do you think all tte Airftiians 
of the, ear A will fubdue this |)eopIft.? Ofc 
no: nothing is more true tbaa, that:,a 
people are free whenever with one uaanin 
mous fublime fentiment they dctcfinioe 
to be fo. By. the way, I havi^.Jheard 
Homer Jaughed at by fome, critics, for 
ifiaking an^army of thirty tlipuTand mea' 
r(£peac at the fame time the fan?c. fenti- 
ment j yet fomething of this fort a<5tualljr 
happened at the taking/of thevBaftillc; 
The cannoneers called out to the people 
to retire ; *^ car, difoieni-ils, vous peri- 
rez inuiilemem*/* Xhe people, as if 
animated by one foul, inllantly replied— 
•' Non, non, ce ne fera pas inuiile- 
ment; nous remplirons le foife de nos 
cadavres -j-." 

• For, faid they, you will pen(h in vafn, 
f.^No, no, It will not be ;n vaiu; wc will fill up 
the ditch with our dead bodies. 

When 



^^ 
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* When we drew near Orleans, we faw 
the country, as far as the eye could reach; 
covered with grapes ; and men, women, 
and children employed in gathering the 
vintage. This fcene gave me a new 
image of plenty, a new afped of the 
riches of nature, which it was impoflibie 
to contemplate without the moft pleafing 
emotion, fiut a defcription of the vin* 
tage will perhaps read better in verfc 
than pcofe ; and I (hall therefore fend 
you a copy of a rhyming letter which I 
have written to my friend Dr. Moore oiv 
tbisfubjeft. Adieiw 
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lO LETTERS 

To E(r^ MooRE^ in arifwer to a Poetical 
-•^ y^^/^ -^Epiftlc writcen by bitn, in Walc3, to. 
2^ 7f/.ji Hei^en Maria Williams, 

WHILE In long exile far from you I roam ; 
To footh my heart with images of horne^ 
Forme, my friend» with rich poetic grace^ 
The kndfcapeB of my native ifle you trace ; 
Her cultur'd meadowsi and her lavifli (hades. 
Her winding rivers, and her verdant glades ; ^ 

Far as where frowning on the flood bdow 
The rough Welch mountain lifts its craggy brow | 
Where nature throws afide her fofter charms, 
J^nd with fublimer views the befom warmf^ 

Meanwhile, my fteps have ftray'd where Autunin 

\ yields 

I A purple harveft on the funny fields ; 

Where, bending with their lufcious weight, recline 
The loaded branches of the cluft'ring tine. 
There, on the Loire's fwect banks, a joyful band * 
Cull the rich produce of the fruitful land ; 
The youthful peafant, and the village maid. 
And feeUe age and childhood lend their aid. 
The labours of the morning done, they hafte 
Where the light dinner in the field is plac'd j ' 

Around 
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Around the foup of herbs a circle mmke. 
And all from one vaft dI(K at once partake : 
The vmtage-bafkets fcrvc, revcrsM, for chairs. 
And the gay meal is crown'd with tuDelela tnr^^- 
For each in torn mud fing with all hia might j, ^ 
And fome their carols pour in nature's fpite. 

Delightful land ! Ah^ now with gf n'ral vbico 
Thy village Tons and daughters may rejoice. 
T)iy happy peaiant, now no more a flave 
Forbid to lafte one good that nature gave. 
Views not with th'anguKh of indignant paia 
The bounteous barveft fpread for him in vain. - ' 
Oppreilion's cruel hand ihall dare uojxtore 
To feize with iron gripe his fcanty ftore ; • 
And from 1^18 famiih'd infants wring thofe fpoib^ 
The hard-earnM produce of his ufeful toils : 
For ndw on Gallia's plain the peafant knows 
Thofe equal rights impartial Heav'n beftows. - 
He now, by freedoni's ray iUumin'd, taught 
Spme fflf-refpe6t, fome energy of thought, . 
Difcerns tlie bleflings that to all belong, > 
A^d lives to guard his humble (bed from^ iif roftg^' - 

Aiifpic^ois Liberty ! in vain thy foet 
Deride tjiy ard^ur^ and thy force oppofe ; 
In vain refufe to mark t hy fpreading light, 
Wbik) H.ke the mole^ they hide their heads in night % 
B6 Or 
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Or hope tbcir eloquence with taper-ray. 
Can dim the blaze of phflofophic day ; 
Thofe rcafoners'whopretcqd that each abufe^ 
Sad^tion'd by precedent, has fome blefl- ufe. 
Does then fome cheinic power to lime belong, 
Exttaftin'g, by foine procefs, right from wrong ? 
Muft feudal governments for ever laft, 
Thofe Gothic pileSj the work of ages pad ^ 
Nor may obtrufive Reafon boldly fcan. 
Far lefs reform, the rode mifliapen plan ; 
The winding labyrinth s, the hoftile towers. 
Whence danger threatens, and where horror lowers ; 
The jealous draw- bridge, and the moat profound. 
The lonely dungeon in the cavern'd ground ; 
The fttllen <!ome above thofe central caves, 
Where livt s one tyrant, and a hoft of flaves ? 
Ah I Freedom, on thig renovated fliore 
That fabric frights the moral world no more J 
Shook to its bafis by thy powerful ipeil, 
It« triple wails in mafTy fragments fell ; 
While, rifirig from the hideous wreck» appeart 
The temple thy firni arm fublimely rears ; 
Of fnir proportions, and of fimple grace, 
A manfion wotthy of the human race. 
For me, the witnefs of thofe fcenes, whofe birlh 
Forms a new era in the ftoried earth ; 
Oft, while with glowing breaft thofe fcenes I view. 
They lead, ah fiicad bek>v'dj my thoughts to yo« ! 
, ' Ah, 
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Ahy ftiU eacK fine emotion they impart 

With your idea mingles in my heart ; 

Youy whofe warm bofom, whofe expanded n^ind^ 

Have (har'd]\hx8 gloriout triumph of mankind ; 

YoUi whom I oft have heardf with gen'roui zealf. 

With all that truth can urge, or pity feel. 

Refute the pompous argument that tried 

The common caufe of millions to deride ;- 

With reafon's force the plaufive fophift hit. 

Or dart on folly the quick flaflvof wit. 

Too fwift, my friend, the moments, wing'd thetc 

flight 
*That gave at once in(lro£^ion and deltght ; 
I'hat ever from your-umple ftores of thought 
To my fmall Eock fome new acceiHon brought^ 
How oft remembrance, while this bofom bleeds^ 
My peniiYe fancy to your dwelling leads 5 
Where, round your chccffol hearth, I weeping trace' 
The focial circle, and my vacant place !r-r .i 

When to that dwelling friendihip's tie endears^ ^ . 
When (hall I haften with the "joy of tears V* 
That joy whofe keen fenfation fwells to pain» 
And firives to utter what it feek^ in vain. 
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LETTER IIL 

ORLEANS is a vpry ancient. tpwn,. 
built) or rather rebuilt, by the Em- 
peror Aurclian, upon the ruins of an- 
other town, called Genabium. It takes 
its prefent name of Orleans, or the 
golden city, from the Emperojf Aure- • 
lian. This town is large and handfome. 
The principal ftreet, which extends the 
whole length of the town, is regularly 
built, and is clean, cheerful, and well 
lighted every night by lamps hung 
acrofs it. Here is a noble cathedral of 
exquifite workmanfhip, and of which 
the firft ftone was laid by Henry the 
FourtLi a circumftance which makes 
me contemplate the building with addi* 
tional pleafure. Henry the Fourth is, 
you know, the only hero, ancient or mo- 
dern. 
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derA, of whom I am at all enamoured ; 
and my admiration of him has been 
lately coniiderably increafed by the per« 
ufal of a charming liuie book,, entitled, 
**De TAmour de Henri Quatre pour 
les Lettres * ** There was but this watir- 
ing tocbmplete my cnthufiafm for Henry 
the Fourth. I (hould find it difficult, 
indeed, to avoid loving a hero who 
\2nited a tafte for letters with all the 
great and all the amiable qualities. A 
little incident which I have juft heard» 
is one proof, among many others, of the 
love and veneration in which his me- 
mory has long been held in France.-— 
Ten years before the revolution, a gen- 
tleman walking along the Pont Neu£ 
was accofted by a be^ar, who implored 
bis charity. ** -f Au nom de Dieu ! 
Monfieur/' faid the beggar— " de la 

♦ The Love of Henry the Fourth for Literature, 
f In the flame of God I— of the Holy Virgin I 

Sainte 



td ' 1 fi t T E R ^ 

Sainte Vierge ! "—The gentleman walked 
on : the beggar called upon . half the 
iaints in the calendar; the gentleman 
i^emained. inexorable. Ac length they^ 
paifed the ftatue of Henry the Fourth. 
^* Au nom de Henri Quatre! Mon- 
fieur*," fdid the beggar. " Au nom 
de Henri Qgatre !" repeated the gen* 
tleman, darting from bis' reverie i 

** voici un louis^ monami^.." But I 

muft lead you from the Pont Neuf 
to a ms^nificent bridge built within 
thefe few years, at Orleans, . acrofs the. 
riyer Loire. This river, which, in ge*» 
neral, glides flowly and gently along its 
beautiful banks, ibmetimes reGCsvJng'In 
it5 bofom the torrents which fall from the-, 
mountains of Aiivefgnc, affunues a very^ 
different chara<^er> overflows its, :bankfi, 
bears away bridges in its CGurfe, fpreads 

♦ In the name of Henry the Fourth, Sir. ^ 
t In the name of Henry the Fourth ] Here is a 
louis, my ftxend* 

itfelf 
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itMf^^G¥&tthc adjacent coontry, aiid noe- 
©hiy iSfM& the 'ftrtets^in the low€af;parU; 
of^^ht'ti^n 0f' Orleans, but even tha 
hcFDibs } and the poor people: who iotha^ 
bit them^ have been fometlhies obliged^ 
to'iarve the&ifelves in their tga>ifreta, a&d 
lecciveprovifions. brought to them.ia 
boats^ and haaded up to tbenx upon the 
poiiic of pikes. Ufually^ however, in 
order to. prevent thcfeevilsy whenever 
the Eibirei begins to rife, a courier is dif- 
j)atjclted to give; notiice .of its approach^ 
Tbecouri;er, m general, , gallops fadeiF 
than the river^ and by this means the 
peopte are prepared » for its regeption. 

We have lodging? in. the Place du 
Mactroy, in arfpaciom b^adfonie houfe 
which fiarmerly belonged to Monf; d'Or- 
kans^ atnd where the archives of his fa^^ 
mily were dopoiited^. But, having loili 
fi nee the revolution, the extenfive do-* 
mains which, he poffeflcd round this 
town, his feignoriairrights over the foreft 
ofOdcans,.afbrcft of fifty, miles in:e»* 

tenr^ 
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tent, he has thou^t proper t6 fell thls^^ 
houfc; in confequence^ of which we are 
extremely well lodgedi Do not, how- 
ever, be furprifed if I am not very me- 
thodical in> the details Dlball fend yoiv, 
and if you ftiould find my ideas fome^ 
what mor^ indiftin€t than ufual ; for Z 
liffure you the things- I hear and fee, 
ffom the- window at which I^m writing^., 
are fufficient to confufe a fl^onger Kead' 
(ham minei. You (hail judge.. Before 
our windows^.which overlook the Flaee 
du Martroy, there (pre aifthis monseiit 
two muficiansr mounted on chairs ; one 
pjays on the violin, whiletheother fings a 
very merry patriotic fong, and thfe people* 
join in chorus*: At a little diftince there 
arrived half an hour ago a mountebai>k, 
preceded byi a triiKipet^ a dVum, and a 
Erench.horn, He is now haranguing- 
an immenfe crowd who furround hia 
cabriolet, with a degree of impetuofity, 
aind a violence of gefticulation, which ^ 
belong oi^y to a Frenchman. He is at< 

fome 
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fi^nie diftance from the window, fo that 
1 lofe much of his eloquence; but !> 
have fcen hinai^ difplay a fine chapler, 
which he declares was given to him by 
the cmprefs of all the Ruffias 5 and I 
have heard him boaft the efEcacious 
qualities of a certain precious pill, of 
which he is in pofleffion, and whfch, he 
fays, cures *^*/^«/wles maladies, et plu- 
fieurs autris^.^* To refifl: a pill of fuch 
extraordinary virtue is impoffiblc: the 
poor people lift up their hands ; he feels, 
their pulfes, orders for every complaint 
a tbx of pills> and receives the little pa* 
per money^called bons, in return* Not 
&r from the mountebank is^a man with 
a puppet- (how, in whichj for one Hard,, 
many furprifing things' are to be feen. 
" f Vous allez voir, meffieurs/* fays 

* ^// difeafes, and a grqitinaBy 0tben, 

t You (hall fee, gentlemen— you ihall fee the (56^ 

ting of the confHtution.1 Here U the King in hit • 

chair of ftate. 
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he, in a voice wKich makes iifelf heard 
in fpite of the mufic,.the chorus and the 
mountebank ; " vous allcz voir la fe- 
ance de la conftitution ! Voicrle Roi dans 
fon.fauteuil ; voici'*-— Buthe is interrupts 
cd by the beating of a drum, which calls 
the crowd to a little ftage, where a ipan 
and a woman are going to aft a comedy^ 
Near the 'comedians is a fortune- teller^ 
who,. placing one end of a long pipe at 
the ear of thofe who wi(h to leara their 
deftiny, and putting tlie other ead into 
his own n^^outh) explains,.in a voice only 
beard by the perfon concerned, the book 
of fate, reveals the fecrets of futurity, 
and laviQies wealth and profperity at the 
moderate price of deux fous.— Pleafure 
a^d bufinefs are united on the Place du 
Martroy ; for nor only does it prefent 
fine fights, and refound with patriotic 
fongs, but there, by way of interlude, 
the corn- market is held : gowns, petti- 
«oaesi fweeimeats^ grapes, and-Baftilles 

• of 
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of ftigar are alfo fold in little booths 
ereded for that purpofe, and whicll 
romevvbat disfigure the fqaare, But the 
French are an amiable, accommodating 
4^eople, and permit many things of this 
,kind which would not be fuffered in 
England. When I was at the National 
Aflembly, I remarked that the paf- 
fages on each fide were filled with little 
(hops, where books, paper, &c. are fold, 
I believe, if this were attempted in tlie 
avenues to the Houfe of Commons, our 
"honourable fenators would very foon 
orderjhe paflagcs, as fometimes tliey do 
4:he gallery, to be cleared. But let us 
Tctuin for a moment to the Place du 
cMartrby, where, at prefertt the people 
Jeave. the -muficians, the mountebank:, 
th^ puppet* (how man, tlie comedians', 
and the fortune-teller, and fly to meet 
the brave proteftors of their country. 
The volunteers of the department are 
Juft arrived in their way to the frontier?, 

and 
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-and are to be lodged in the hotifes of 
iheir -fellow- citizens, by whom they arc 
received with all the enthufiafm of pa- 
triotifm^ Several pcafwits too old to 
'fight for their country have offered to 
-affift in maintaining, by the fweat of 
their brow, the wives and children of 
thofe who are gone to the frontiers. 

The French revolution is not only 
fublime in a general view, but is often 
beautiful when confidered in detail. Its 
hiftory abounds with circumflances that 
would embellifli the page of the Greek 
or Roman annals. But the old remark, 
that no man is a hero to his valet dc 
<hambre, may be applied to great events, 
as well as great charafters. The French 
revolution is viewed too near to excite 
the fame veneration in the prefent age 
which it will probably awaken in the 
minds of pofterity. It wants that mel- 
lowed tint which is produced by time. 
^Succeeding generations will perhaps 
2 aflbciate 
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^flfociate the Tennis-court- of Verfaillcs, 
.and the'Champ de Mars, with the Forum 
.and the Capitbl. For the prejudices 
which now obfcure the revolution are 
mortal, and will die with the prefent 
race, and pofterity will view it through a 
clearer medium. Pofterity will not de- 
mand, contrary to what appears the law 
of our nature, ** univerfal good" un- 
mixed with •* partial evil ;** but will 
•contemplate the jc^volution in the fame 
manner as we gaze at a fublime land- 
fcape, of which the general efTeft is great 
and noble, and where fome little point-s 
of afperity, fome minute deformities, are 
4oft in the overwhelming majefty of the 
jvehole. 



^ET^ 



64 '^ i E T T E ll S 



L E T T E R IV. 

IT is at prefent what is called the bel 
air in France, to take a journey to 
^Bruffels. The people of diftinftion go 
to flicvv their importance, and people of 
'HO diftinftion go'in'imitJrtion of others. 
A young Frenchman^ the fon of a per- 
fon who was formerly in power, went 
lately to join the emigrants, and was 
much aftoniftied, upon his arrival at 
'Bruflels, to find, that, inffead of being 
^ell received, the ariftocrates were in- 
clined to put him to death. The reafba 
of this was, that they recollefled he had, 
fome years before the revolution, on a 
particular occafion, efpoufed the interefls 
of the people. " * II faut bien s'cxami*- 

ner,'* 

* You mull examine yourfdf carefully before 
you go to Bfufieisi if i« feme moment of your life 

you 
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Aer>" faid the gentleman who related this 
circumftancC) *' ayanc d'aller a Bru^elle^ 
fi dans quclque moment de la vie on a 
fenti de I'amour pour fes concitoyens^ 
ou (ait une belle adion.'* I received a 
letter a few days ago from a friend of 
mine at Paris, which mentions the de- 
parture of a pretty young woman for 
Germany, with whom I had a flight ac- 
quaintance. Her own titles to nobility 
were very new, and very inconfiderable 5 
but (he was acquainted with fome wo- 
men of high rank who had fled to Ger- 
many. She came to a relation's houfe, 
one morning, at the hour of breakfaft, 
and, almoft breathlcfs with agitatiob, 
told her that (he was inftantly going to 
leave France. " I know,'* faid die, 
** tliat my movem'etits are watched ; bijt 
I have taken every poffi&le prefcauiion 

for my owix fafety, and intend to t^avfel 

..:... c; V 

you have felt any love for your fellow-citizens, or 
' performed a gdod aftion. 

voL^ II. C - through 
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through byi-roads.'* " My, dear coufin/f 
replied her relation, " what a wile! plan 
is this! — ^Why Wi\\ you leave usr Be 
auured you are m perfect farety — ^no^ 
bcxly thiiiks of j^^«.**' " ♦ Ah ! je voiis 
dcmandc pardon/^ replied the yQUng 
woman *, ^^ on a des yeux fur moi/'^ 
" Well/' faid her coufm, \" if you are 
abfolutely determined to go, 4t leaft ftay 
and breakfall with me; here is fome 
caffe a la creme/* ** Ah, my dear cou- 
iinji*' replied the young woman in a moft 
pathetic accent, <^ du caff6 i la cr|me1 
--^i dare not tafte it upon any account-r? 
If madamc la ducheffe dc-r— ^^g^ 
madame )a coint^fle^ were to heu (^Atm 
they would never forgive jn^—thcy^ 
Icnow that cafie a la creme do^ fnet 
harm^ and they JA9ere(r themf^lj^„'fq| 
miLifihin my health, that they; hj^vej^ri^- 
If forbidden my rafting it.*' ^ , ^ . . , 

« All f 1 bef 7W piMcm--*^^ 

Though 
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ThbuM' t^c great ma(s of the French 
naribn, Ifufficiently ei^Hghtened to dUcerh 
their real iriterefts, cheriib with fond cn- 
thufiaun the Weffings of liberty, it Is not 
furprifing that a revolution, which has 
fevelled every diftinAion that vanity loves 
to create 4 exposed the folly of every p|rc- 
ju^ice that pride had inculcated, and that 
fervility had leai^ned to revere; and which 
has made a ftep towards perfedion fo la^ 
j^icl, fo altohilhing in the progrefs of hu« 
man reafon— i( is not furprifing thatfuch 
a revolution fliouldliavc many enemies 
among thitcliirs of perfon^ whofe vanfty, 
iSibitioh, orbtereft, are aflfefted by the 
fin^|)rd(filmSjf;th6fe abules ancferroh^' 
iS-om^wliich tli^^ cnjoyecl thfe moft ^ar- 
t|ai advantages.. Some cxcufe may, per- 
l§[aDlfbe F^^^ in tKfe well&efs of blimaii 
nStife/WdUe'pf^j 
for the ariftoJraV<>lf*M(k4n a'AVtd?ii^# 

\vfaich common fenfe can give noMjutrf 
C 2 ter. 
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ter*, Is tbat which you fometimes^ find in 
the perfons of the bon ci-devant tiers- 
6tat ; that clafs which by the revolutioa 
i« raifed from contempt and degradatioo, 
into importance and refped. 

A beautiful young woman, formerly a 
duchcfi, with whom I was in company at 
Parisj told ific fhe had remarked^ that 
even the feafons were changed fince the 
f evolution/ and tb^t the climate pf 
Fiwtx had become flormy and dip- 
agreeable. I could only fmile.at her 
folly, and pity it. But when the wife 
of a merchant, or (hopkeeper^ talk^ in 
the fame ftyle, you feel provoked, . in- 
ftead of diverted, by her abfurdiiy^ 

The bifhop of Orleans, who is defccnd- 
ed from the ancient nobility of France, 
has didingiiiAied himfelf by his patriot- 
ifm ; but there are at Orleans a hundred 
and fifty i:hanoines, who are far from 
beipg patriots. Tbefe chanoines en- 
joyed, each two or three thoufand livres 

a year 
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a year^forrchantiag Latin hymn3 in the 
cathedrdv^ The cathedral bckig now 
fraftsfor«!cd into a' parUl>-church, tbcTe 
h^^rtins arc no tenger fung ; and the cha- 
noines are reduced to live upon bdf their 
foither income. Thcfe hundred and 
fifty dianoines had certairtly a hundred 
itti fifty cooks, and thefe cooks pro- 
bably havefemilie^ The chanoin^ and 
(he* cooks have both loft their places, 
and cbhfeqiiently thef and their families 
are kriflbt fates. ' 
;*^ 'fiyiihe Watyv I have fouod oot that an 
ariftbcrate always begins a po^litical con- 
Verfatiob by aflliring yoathat he is not 
an ariftocrate. He will tell you, ** that 
^^re tertaidly were intolerable abufes 
''ih* the old government, and that no per- 
~'fim wilhed'tnore fincferely than himfelf 
to fee thofe abufes reformed* But,** 
he will add, " to take iaway the" king's 
power, to deprive the nobility of their 
privifeges, and the clergy of thcir^ re* 
C 3 venues. 
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ty at which every hotieft in]^^i(^0gf;s. 

.txidkdy jof the FolUc$ of a; I?aiy* .**>! 
^« tdld/' fep F!ga">f oatbcftifc>je&>Qf 
ymt^g a lw>kt ** th«t if I tooklc^e j» 
fay norliuig^f {)0tt^» ttOtbingi^.ilE^ 
rality, of governments, of the clergy, or 
of perfons in power, wi tUca fubniitted 
my book to the infpcAion of the keeper 
of the fcals, and obtained an * approba- 
tion," and * privilege/ 1 might, after ufmg 
thefe precautions, write with the moft 
perftrfk freedom.** 

An old Frenchtyn, paft threcfcore 
years and ten, was aiked lately how he 
HHed the revolution. " ♦ La revolution,'* 

* The revolution ruii^s me, and kills mc^ tfut 

iC makes me alive. 

faid 



Tbef wjH-e" d¥iiwii <ip^ 4fii the P^ace ' dtt 

brtftctojg'riittr fricadis, and wi^sg away a 
fe^V teaj«f» whichprobobly cheKcoDoAioii 
•©f^diue' excited,' tUey budetdd, Jjy way 
of <!Oft]lal, the 'reviViil^ mci-fa mr, lOsd 
marched bfi; fittgittgila |:l*s>rwi • '^ 
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"' -• ' ■■ - ^ ^ ^ ',- . ; /r'i:n 

T' HE! t>ntic;ipl^ artide of^com^Ad^ 
' at'OrlearifeV is'that of refimh^lrtfi 
garr* We went yefterday to fee the prd* 
cefs. In one'ftage of its progrefs tHi 
fugar is clarified with the blood of oxen- f 
it^is poured into Veffcls of an immenfe 
fize, and appears i liquor of a deep xtAi 
i own thofe fiightful refervoirs ftruek nty 
itnaginarion as if ftained with the blood 
of Africans. * -^ - m . . . . )^-^ 
- The long t/ain ^calamities which awe 
the port'ioti'6f that Unhappy race, crowded 
in fad fiiccJeflton upon my mind, and inb'v 
fcrved, with a degree of horror wfaicte I 
eo^M not reprefs, the procefs of a luxury 
oferaittedfbrthe inhabitants of one part ^of 
t6e^l'obi^-by the wrongs, the lagonieji, 
the ddfpairdf iheinhabitanu of atiotber 
.'f^ : . . ^ part,— 
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part. — Alas ! why Is there fo much more 
mifery in this world than benevolence 
can cure ? Why, in the public difcufllonf 
IB France and in England on the Slave 
Trade, are the poffibilities of gain and 
loTs calculated with fuch nice prectfioo i 
Why are crimes and injuftice, defolaticri 
and death, treated inaftyle fo very mer- 
cantile that humanity liftens io deipair to 
their deliberations ? 

From thence we went to fee a very 
cpufidier^le manufadory for (pinning; 
cottpQ^ wbichi has been eftabli^ed here 
|>y an ^ngUfii gpntlepian, to whom we 
are obliged for that cordial bofpitality 
which is the ancient, and honourable dia^ 
ka^eiiftic ^f OiiF country^ and which is 
£0 peculiarly grateful to th^ heart when 
received in a land of ftrangcrs* 

..This manufadure, whiile it difplays 

ifaCi ^wonderful power of mechapifm^ 

gives :^ccafion ^Ifo to .the, exerci^ of 

humanity, by employing not only ft great 

C 5 number 
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»ii>^^i^tfljfej^^ to whbifi tbe'^feknti* 

lowing circumriabce :~lle'^a^'ehedlE^ 

1)e jn the1«ationaf Afebfy^WeffeMes^ 

^iien Ac king dcdared that he m'^I^ 



give orfe fpr ^fcahdJAg th^^^irm^ 
furrbunded^'Pafisr arid wouja 'feiml(llf 
com^'to tK^Maitph'dc v^^^ com- 
jptianQC ">vitfc ttic wiiiics of^ iiis people. 

^iDg^siiiraD^ue with inrpcncft^ feiifcft^- 



'dlately m6imted'hWhoffe,^ii'|^^^ 

«eiice. At the f ^nt !^e6rii^ ^i^a'^^]f. 

^pcd^l|]e^ridl€ oT hi/^i^^iM/^ 

^tKf jpc^^^ to' take Vim j(b ^|a 

Mai^ndc^y HetoldtBcmthitHc 

was an ']^ng}i(b 11^90, Ac friend ot liberty, 
and bad s^iQped a)l the way from Ver* 

. f^esi in order to l>|an^ them good news. 

The 
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Palais RoyaU and tfifif^JbDe ^ j finoj^O t q^* 

?^fi^?, , After haiijip^ remained ^herei!^ 
0Q;5tqdq:j^b|y time,, be yent ir^to i^. cpffe©- 
hpufe of the Palais Royal to refrelh hiai' 
fclf, and then enquired ,for bis horfe. 
The hgrfe was not to be found. Mr. 

I? left a note at the coffce-houfe, jn- 

, treating that the p^erfon who had taken 

eve of the EngliCbman's horfe, while h« 

jj|ai^ Reading the king's fp€€ch in the 

Fal^s |^*?y^> would deliver him to the 



ler pf the caffee-hpufc- 

, A few days after, an aafwcr was fcnt 

to ^Mr Ff-T-r, informing hirp, that the 

^%mEU(ii'hc^^^ ']^j^^ tackto Vcrfaillcs, 

'^ order 'to cbnd [k [he king to Paris ; 

&n(^ was a^ain gone io the country^ Vpo^ 

Wrijiefs' of* importance 1^6 tfac nauph. 



Imjc that SirhcncTer he raurntd tie (hould 
be'feht to his matter: ^ 

' 'The/ horfe accordingly arrived, biK 
not without having CtxStted a little for 
his fervice^ to the ftate; ttd^ though be 
Was ever after particularly cherilhed by 
Mr. F— -*-, he died in the fecond yi^ar 
of French liberty; and I hayerlbaifr 
tfedagbfs of midhg bis epitaph.* p 
"J^othing, ir is fald, coald' exceed 'the 
aftomfhrnem and confterhation of the 
French court,, when the intelligence that 
thie^kftilte'was taken reached VerfaiUes. 
This evtnt-^apjfcired fo in(*edibJe that 
tihc cotirtSetS coulcf ifcarccly* perfuade 
themfelves it i^as true. That ihe peoplb 
jfhotild have the inf^lehcie tb complain 
becaufe they were threktened with fa- 
ttipe-r^ihat, when the government had, 
dr^wn an army to the gate^ of Paris in 
order to enforce fubmiflSon, the Farifians. 
(hquld dare to rife into tumolt-^^were 

things 
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tliingfefuMifcfchtlycirtradrdniarjr-MMrttbat 
they ftiould, almoft in the viaur of tbat 
arm y,*^ take the Baftiile^ appeared to the 
ocKirt of Verfaffles as miractilobs as if 
fhe'tourfe of n&ttii^ bad been changed^ 
and the order of the uoiTeiie broken. 

i lately heard an account of a conver- 
fixi6n which paffed at Verlailles, on thi 
morning of the 14th criFJuly, 1789, and 
whicJh proves how little the court ^ere 
prepared for the memorable event of that 
im'mortal day. 

A Fretich gentleman^ reftiarks^le foi' 
his taciturnity and fang froid, things that 
felddm enter into the compolition of i 
Frenchman, had occaficn to go froni 
Fa;fis to VerfaiHes on that momhi^^ 
iti order to have a conference vrith 
the minilter upon fome private biifii 
nefs. He found two of the miiiiflcr* 
together; and when the particular 
objcft of his vifit w4s diftiiffed>' one 

of 
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<^ tbemiAiftevs^fatd to fi]c£«i^itii^^cSre*» 
lefs ait, f^s W^dl^ fir^ ^octli^C'^il tamoli^ 

*^ /Tii0 people lalk ofi gokigti) the 
garde^e^-meubles,'^ replied the gpntle^ 

•^ The gardc^de»tiieuble$ j'-* repeated 
the minifter : <' what, the king's ganfef 

..;»*^iye$,, and they Iwrc already beea « 
the H6tel des Invalides.** » > In^ 
'hf^ Aod firf i^fhat; pKirpofe ?'V faid the 
min^ler with increafing furprife. ^i ^ > 
>^« They ii^;»ed upoft j^U tl^e r^ns/* 
fefumi^ ,<he gentkiPaii^ pi:efecvi9£;l^ 
«fu|ilifeRg^frQi4r^ *^.?^ili# nafiiiiW%tJ8P 
M^ffe hc^yje«9f^ ^>is A?igl»i3e»r,fc':?:> 
" Well," (aid the ^(ijallf f , taggj^ 

" W^;i*elii«5cir' Aid i^^gMiNl* 

J»apii**hey>fh«i )»f«l t<^:^hc diftijua/' 

tu;) 



:¥^n^h6 Otftrift !'' isxcUbnNBd the' nm 
niftara ** pUj whac is tbe diftfift J?^ , , 

<' An inveotion of ycfterday/' fcftfed 
ttie genjlkffi^nt/^ihe people faavealfo 
Undthj^r itiveimon of the fiune date^ I 
believe, which they call a permanent 
Jcomminee ; aiid they have now g6t can-<» 
rum.'*' > i r 

«« Cannon!" repeated the miniftefi 
<^ and pvaif what do they propofe'to do 
with cannon?** / 

M Why, they talk of takings tlfeBaf- 
tiUe/* '- ■ ' -^-^ ^- •' '^T.^-i., ,■•. 

•* Very gdbd l«Hexde}bem P' fald' the 
fkiinlfter/ burftii^g into k:\i6\ctit^fiiU!4 
l^ii^tbi't *^ this is really a j^lcafaibe0Dh<- 
ceiftribugb. And J>W/Mrli6 1i 4t4kfe 
3ftai^6fthisrkbble?" " ^ " 

' ^ I reaUy donetknow^'^lkklttlMg^it 
tleman coldly : *^ but all the people 'In 
Piuilt feein to be of thefafayeminii/' 

•<^ Well/' faJd t4ic^inifter,^if*Aiingto 
lii$ colleague^ ^* I think we had better 

not 
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not mention ihefe difagreeable matters to 
the king." 

Notwithftanding this precaution how- 
ever, the king a few hours after was let 
into the whole fecret. 
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, L JE T T E R VI. 

• . *■ J* 

TH E ftatue of the celebrated Jeanne 
d'Arc, the maid of . Orleans, . is 
creded in the principal ftreet of the 
town. Wherever I travel in France, it 
feems as if I were haunted by this Jeanne 
d'Arc. I left her lately at Rouen, and 
here I find her at Orleans ; and in both 
plaices I fancy (he looks at me with an 
air of reproach. This monument, ereft- 
cd at Orleans, in honour of her exploits, 
by Charles the Seventh, ^is a ftriking 
teftimony of the barbarous ftate of ilie 
ahs at that period. The Virgin Mary 
is placed in the middle of the .monu* 
ment/ holding a dead Chrift on her 
knees : on one fide is Charles the Seventh 
kneeling, and on the other the Maid ol 
Orleans in the fame attixiide. Their 
1 figures 
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figures 4re fo rude> tni&apfmr Hxidrqgvo- 
ttfque^ tbat it feqiures ibme ddiberaiubii 
to determine, which is Cbartes^ thia^^S^ 
Tcnibt and which is the Maid ef ^ Or^ 
IcaaS. ; ^ 

»Every year on. the eighth of May^ tHc • 
day? on which Jeanne d'Afc chafed the 
£ogli(b> and raifed the (icge of Orleahsi^ 
th^e is a (olj^mn proce0ioii ;in this tawn^ 
ia . commemQradon of that event. ^ < The 
Gtt&opt attended by all this jclcrgyt, tbo 
SDagi&:at<3s and the troofis, iw^lk m ptCh 
aefiWft to the cathedral* The pr}pcijpal 
figure in this prpceflioii is. a yotseg bof^ 
<Jfefled in a fanfaftic manner, who is 
the reprefentati ve of the M^id of Of leaa$« 
I^i^yers of tha^igiving f pr the deli vepr 
i^n^e^of thj; towji arc f:^d^t t^c; caiMr^ 
after j^hicb a fermosi jspreacbedifwheiv^ 
in-\he ,niagnaninw>u? virtue of J^^iMW 
d'Arc arc ccl?br?wd ; and, k¥ mtq^ 
ijiyijig r^ief to 'the pidiire^* tb^j^MolKV 
ncvpr ^Is to fifm J» ^ dark^ (^9^ 

the 
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thc;4:tta3es :of d>e EngUfb, Md their di^« 

tsiUbte craeky cowaid^ this heroineji to 

w.&om, as Mr. Hiami the liiftorun juftly 

rehiai-I^s^ the more generous fufierftition 

of the ancients would have erededakan* 

Whj^ the guilt of our nation has been 

made fufficiently manifeft^ the fermcii 

concludes, a hymn is fung, and the Avf 

encls wkh a publiq entertainment. Bui 

i muil not negleA to meation a charnii* 

inlg inftitu^ioa eftabliChed by Moai^ 

d*4>rle4os in h^^aoiir of Jeaooe d*Arc«. 

^e <^r6s of Orleans each choofe froni 

im\t refpe^iive pariflies the young girl 

^hotib ibeftontider as the mod amiable^ 

thfe -mbtt modeft, the moft virtuous* 

Amc^n^ thdTc girU'lhe who is moft diflini 

^titft)^dfbr"(!hofe- qualities which are the 

beft ornftdiienf of her fex, is married' oa 

tfcis day to tb^Hover of her choice, wich 

if pdrttortof fifreen hundred livres, be* 

IteWfediDy Mdnf.^d'Orfeahs.* feitpoffi* 

Wt^/l#d ^bti think, i6 tctS^t nibWam^ 

'**' aWo 
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able ufc of fifteen hundred livres, than 
thus to render them the means of con- 
fcrring hiappinds on lovc^anA virtue ? 

A hat which belonged to the Maid 
of Orleans is ftill religioufly kept in a 
convent in this place. How Jear|nc 
d' Arc's hat got into this convent, I know 
not ; for, when I aiked to fee it, I was 
told that; no wonun could be adniitted 
within tnofe walls. Perhaps the rcvcrehci 
Fathers relaxed from the ufual feverlty.of 
theiir order ui favour of fo extraordinary 
a woman as Jeanne d*Arc : but the reft 
of her Tex muft not expeft the fame in- 
dulgence, and I (hall certainly leave Cfr* 
leans without having feen the hat. 



LET- 
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„ LETTER \lh 

r , ' ' ' 

THE wife of Jean Jaques RoulTeau 
is a native of Orleans, where her 
family now live. This woman, though 
certainly no congenial fpint with Jean 
Jaques^ has, I am told, caught from him 
^uch elevation of fentiment, and pride 
of independence. You can, in ftiort, 
perceive that (he has been the compa- 
nion of a great man. I heard lately an 
iiKident charaderifljic enough of Rouf- 
feau. At a friend's houfe, at dinner, he 
praiCbd the wine : his friend fent him 
fifty bottles. Roufleau felt himfelf of- 
fended ; but as the prefent was offered 
by an old friend, he determined to ac- 
cept ten bottles, and returned forty. A 
flibrt time after he invited his friend and 
his family to fuppcr. When they ,ar-- 

rived. 



livid they foutid RdufTeau very buly 
turning the fpit. ** l^w extraordinary 
is it,** exclaimed hfe frfcnd, ^* to fee 
the firft genius of Europe employed in 
turning a fpit I" " Why," anf^efed 
Hotifteau, With great fimplicity and fang- 
froid, " if I were not to turn the fpit, 
you would certainly iofe your fupper : 
my wife is gone to buy a (allad^ and the 
fpit faiuft be turned/' At (bppet Rouf- 
feau produced, for the firft time^ the 
¥rine .which his friend had fent him : Imc 
ito (oQtitv had he tafted ic^ xYmk ht fudi 
denlyput the glafsifrom Vil liflfi "i^^ 
chimingtwitb thewdft violiem leMOtl^H^ 
that itwasnc^t t1h«^ fame'V^titf- htiud^ 
drabk at hit fri^d'« IiOdle/iw^'htf p^i^^ 
eeived had a defignto pdifotf hbik« -Itr 
V«iA hi^frtood twoMfted his imodei^ed 
IRoujQfau'S' ittagkiatiob> onse |)ofiefl^ 
by iJitf^idcia^ ...M j: 'i,", '^-nir^ 

SHAKsriAat.' 
His 



His fr^d WAS inunediacely obliged to 
retircy aa^ tbejr oever met agftin. 

Yqu, who 4re an admirer of RoiuC- 
leau^wiii^ be p leafed to hear of a tribute 
of eiuhufiafm lately paid to his mempry 
by pwo of our countrymen. Thde 
ypqtig Englilhmcn went to vifit the 
toinb of this lover of nature, which is 
gUcfa^in a beautiful little ifl^nd on the 
eftat^ t^ Monf. Girardin* Not long 
^fbre xbeir arrival^ fome pro&ne mortal 
hwi dured * to infult tbe > (acred aflies of 
Jtaji 3aq(ie9>;and^onfi Girardin, filled 
«W|i jkidigiisliwi M- tfaitt atrocious con* 
d^idiohAd given or^tors^ that no perfisa, 
if^llQUt ajpacticulair adkniAon from him- 
f^ii;(k^\^^kwwhnh be permitted to 
Vifit xhe ;ifladd»'. in vain our yooag 
£Bg^ibmctt nkde ipmieftations c£ their 
pr£Sbuo4 vcneracmi Ibr Rouifeati ; in 
vain they implored Monitor Grraf^ 
di^b^^batt- io cdftddft them acrofs 
«fae ftresmi'^ 1^ furly as 

^j^ ' Charon 



(C^haroQ, bipafelf, adhtred inflexibly to 
the ,9rdcf'5 of hi» mad^iv Tbe youi^g; 
Eng^Ihoieny finding bim inexorable, 
tbr.ew off their cloches, janiped into tbe 
ftrcam, and fwam to the ifland. — The 
.gentleman who related to me this cir- 
cumftance, told me, that he and a friend 
had viiited together this iiland, and, 
.kneeling at the tomb of RouiTeau, had 
burnt a book, publiQied a (hort time 
after his death by Diderot, in which he 
had treated the membry of Rouflcau 
with the moft cruel indignity ; and this 
he had done from a very unworthy mo- 
tive. He bad he^rd that the Confeffipns 

.of Rouflfeau were going to be publilbed ; 
and conclnding that he fliould be ill 

. treated in thofe Confe(fionS| on account of 
lus quarrel with Roufieau, he determined 

j to . be beforehatKl in abufe. But when 

^ the Confeflions were publiflied, it was 
found that the feeling heart of Jean 
Jaques could QQti detach iifelf froln his 

former 



ibrmer fnead, who had always continnecf 
to poSeft a place in his afFeftions.-^ 
Monf.tjirardin was abfent from home^ 
when the facrifice of Diderot's book wai 
offfered at Roufleau^s tomb. When he 
returned^ his boatman told him^ that 
during his abfence two gentlemen had 
performed fome witchcraft or other at 
tKe tomb ', that he had obferved them 
at alittle diflance; that they had ftruck 
a ftone, brought out a flame, and kept 
it burning an extraordinary length of 
time.* Monf. Girardin enquired into 
xh6' meaning of thefe myfterious rites, 
and received an account of the facrifice. 
^'the celebrated opera^dancer, Made- 
mbifelle Theodore, whofe talents I am 
tolA ' are not confined to fuperior excel- 
lence' in dancing, had an' enthufiaftitf 
admiration of Roufleau. She always 
carried a volume of his works in her 
pocket to the rebearfals at the opera,' 
and ufed to read in the paufes of. the 
VOL. II. D d^Rce. 
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dance. One day having keard that 
Roufieau was in want^of a cook, (he 
drcffed herfelf in a coarfe fluff gown, 
a coloured apron, and a cloth cap, and 
went in this difguife to offer him her 
fervices. 

After Rouflcau's death, Mademoifelle 
Theodore made a pilgrimage to his 
grave ; and there, in the true fpirit of 
enthufiaflic homage, cutting off one of 
the long treffesof her fine hair, Ihe hung 
it as an offeringupon his tomb. 



LET. 
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LETTER Vlir. 

AB LACK SMITH camc to ouf lodg- 
ings this tnorniDg, to mend the 
lock of a door. I afked him if he would 
not willingly leave his trade to fight for 
the liberty of his country. *« Oui, ina- 
dame," faid he, " il faut combattre pour 
la liberte, parceque fi on eft tue, c'efl: 
I'affaire d'un inftant, et c'cft fini ; au 
Heu qu'etant cfclave on s*ennuye toute 
favie*/' . . 

This is market-day at Orleans, and I 
have juft been ftanding with a little circle 
of country-people, who, after the bufi- 
nefs of the market was done, ranged 
thethTelves round an old woman, who 

.17. 

* Yes, madam, we mull fight for liberty, bccaufc 
if one is killed, it is the affair of a moment ; inftead 
of that, being a flave, you arc weary all your life. 

Da had* 
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had the advantage over the reft of the 
group^ of having attained the acccxn- 
pli(bme96 of reading. She read to thetn 
a ncwfpaper, to which the audience 
lifteoed with fuch eager attention as 
renlinded mc of that animated ptfture 
c£ our divine poec^ whea he deibribes 



-••afmlth,^ 



^ *t*he whiilft hk iroa did oa tlw anvil cooV 

*^ With 0ptn inotitii fwaUowiag a tayk>r'« newt* '' 

The bid t^oman received a liard for 
her trouble from each of her auditors, 
and they are now difttiffing the condaft 
of their legillatorS, and arranging the 
fabric of their new government, whll' 
that noble freedom of debate \«rhich gives 

<* An hour's inuxntance to the i>oor man's heart." 

One (ubjeA of complaint among the 
sffiftocnites is* that, jince the revolutios, 
they are obliged ta drive through the' 
ttttcii with c^tiw^ the Fife oi* a citizen 
ii now confidcrcd as of fome value, and 
, . the 
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rhe poor people on foot caanot be 
trampled uppn, by the horfes of the 
rich people in carriages^ with the fame 
impunity as formerly. •< C^<eft fi iiicom* 
mode/* faid an ariftpcrate to me lately, 
*^ quand je vais dans ma voiture en cam- 
P^gne ; le peuple ne & range pas comme 
autrefoisT*H:e6 geQ8^]Ni(bQtd\ineioiblen£e 
incroyable—r-on eft oblige d^ prendre bien 
garde de ne les pas ^rafer, ft eel a de« 
ioande du tems*/^ Madame de Pompa- 
douTt miftrefs/to I^wis XV« who. always 
traveUed witti gireat expeditiooj was 
paffing through Orkaos^ when her Goacht , 
n^axk drove pyer a poor woman, whom 
agp and ^n&rmtfy. pi;ieyented from getting ) 
time enough out of the way, and (he 
was killed upon' the (pot. The coach* 

'** It is fo IncorivcDient wBcn'I go to the country 
in my carnage ; t&e peof^ will not get out of the 
w»i; usi^ey ufo4 tx^do^^tkcy are really bedo^ie v^-. 
tolqrablyiinfolent— you are bbUged- to ^t^ke fiidh.' 
care not to mo .over thpa, and that cofls fo niMdi 

time, 

I>3^ man: 
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man Hopped the carriage, and the fer- 
vants told their miftrefs that the poor 
woman was killed. •* Eh bien/* faid 
fte with the moft perfcft fang-froid, 
and flinging a louis d'or out of the win- 
dow, ** voifa de quoi la faire enterrcr. 
Allez, cocher *." Is it poflible to hear of 
every feeling of humanity being thus 
infulted, without a^degree of indignation 
which can Only be foothed by the reflec- 
tion that fuch monftrous evils exift no 
kng^r i Is it pofBble to hear this inci- 
dent without rejoicing, that a fyflem of. 
government which led to fuch deprava* 
tion of mind is laid in ruins ? For my 
part, j^ confefs myfelf fo hardened a pa* 
triot, that I rejoice to fee the lower order 
of people in this country have loft fome- 
what of that too obfequious politenefs 
for which they were once di(lingui(hed ; 
and that, whenever they find themfelves 

^ Welly here is {bmethiog to bury her. Go oj]» 
CQachman. 

in 
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in the flighieft degree offended, tHeyaff 
fume a tone of ^nBanly independence. 
.While we were walking-yeftcrday along 
the very fquare Where the poor old wo- 
man was killed, I heard a day-labourer 
fay, iiv an angry tone of voice, to a gen- 
tleman; by whom he thought bimfelf 
ill treated, ** Moafieur, nous (bmmes 
egaux — -je fuis citoyeA, monfieur^ tout 
comme *un autre*.*' . Some of our com- 
pany were (hocked at ihis infolcncei 
whije I, recolledifig the poor old wo. 
man^ could not, hi^lp. repeating to my* 
.fclf, /* Ah ! mon ami, n'oubliez jamais 
.%ue voiis 4te3 cltoyen tout comme un 
.Wtrfc-f^**' 

A number of ppor^ people in Orleans 
'gain their liveMhood by conveying goods 

. , * Sir, we are e<^uak— -I am acitizeoi fir, as wdl 
as anothert 

t Ah! my friend, never forget that you are a 

citizen as well as another. . ^ ^ 

D 4 in 
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ioliule Cdrt6 from tke quay to the lu^u^ 
cf the merchaliW. This Kale can forms 
the ftock in trade of a poor family,- to- 
g^er wkh ittl aTsj, nrhick is ao aDimaJ 

' that can accoihoiodate buafelf to a iH^t 
dinner, witfaooc xonaplauiing. Theaffs 
is placed between the flialts ; on erne iide 
is the tnafter of the cart, on tbe otber his 
>vife : and all their childreni" to whatever 
number they aoumnr, ranged in front, 

^nd hoTdiiag a long cord w^tch is tied 
to the cartj affift in drawing it^ along. ^ 

I never fee thefe Itetle 6mily procef* 
fions without a melafieholy emotion. "Ic 
feems to me a hard lot^ to be ferced^ to 
gain fcanty bread by dragging don^ 
this wretched cart from ttorniifg ' till 
night. But^ foKunateiy, the poor people 
themfelves are of a different opinion : 
1 perceiTe no maiks of fednds on their 
countenance^ J and when the cart returna 
empty, and allgtws (hiun ajitUe r^fpko 

ftopd 



lirom labour^ I frequemly bcAr tba» fiog- 
»g fa iia, ^uli aU dite p3(iilc»uoo of 
true pauiotAir^ )?!>>) 

The bleOiigstof t&e mvolutioA Iwre 
reached even lihek ItfUft &ed. If they 
are poor, thcy5,hwM¥, thqr jpauuiot be op* 
prefled ; and M nq doubt, wifh coo- 
fcious pride afid,[^eafure^ tbac, th^yjAb 
are jxow ** citoy^n /^fr/^ommif, uo au* 

Two gcBtl^m^ were cppverfing to* 
getbpr this roprni^g upon public ff- 
fe^ris. After diijbuffiiig many political 
points, one of them faid to the othei^^ 
whom he perceived to be a Utdc violent 
ia his fentiments, " Mai» apris tout^ 
il' faut de la raoderationf /* 

V {OAparlf taut d|B la mod^ratipn*' — 

f But aftcrall, wc mufthave fomc modcratidnw 
' ' jTh<7rpcakfomuiHof^6dcratioii-*^P*H^^ 
Ad Bailille trat noFtiiJiin WiitkUtDoittide 



v\ 
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anfwcredthc democrate,in the moftangiy 
tone in the world : ** ma foi, monficur^ 
on n'a pas pris -U BaftUlc a^c; de la li^ 
monade.'^ 



r'l • 
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LETT E R. IX. 

TH AVE been to vifit a chateau about 
a league from Orleans ; part of which* 
was built by the celebrated Lord Bolingr 
broke, and in which he pafled fotne 
years of his exile, with his wife, the niece 
of Madame de Maintenon., Before the. 
windows of the chateau rifesa beautiful 
fmall river, called le Loirec, which, 
after a winding courfe of. three leagues, 
through a. charming country, falls into 
the Loire. The grounds of this chateau 
are in fome parts formed into long alleys 
(haded by venerable trees, in others 
fpread into lawns, through which the 
clear Loiret purfues its way. Lord 
Bolingbrok-e probably found this retire- 
ment well adapted for philofophical con- 
templation, and had there fufficient. l^i^ 
fureto • 

D 6 « Expattatc^^' 



*f ;EtpaClat6 fi^ on cdl tbb feeiie of maH, '^ ' 'I 
**[IiiaAghtjtDi^^i but not vrttbout a plaiik^' 

fh this retreat he wrote the Patriot 
Kitig. A company of French arid 
EngKQi were dining with Lord BoKng- 
broke at this place^ when the news 
arrived of the death of the Duke 
of MarlboYOugh, his ancient enemyr 
Some of the company had fervility 
enough to attempt paying their court 
to Lord Bolingbroke, by mentioning 
fome cireumftances to the difad vantage 
of the Dake 6f Marlborough. At length 
a Frenchman, who wias prefent^ ai^ed 
Lord Boling^broke his 0{Hnion of him. 
«• Sir,** faid h^. •* Marlborough was fo 
great a man that I haire fbigot all hh 
fittdts/*— The Lpiret deferyes to be coe^ 
Ifdeied as^ ai fort of claffical. river : ibr» 
if a j&mous l^gfilh philofopbef had^ hit 
^hKi^i^g,u t^laurci?|a|u'more«m^ble 
i^i^^^ji>\h)ppg^ rBv^ifpoir, tinw is 
the mouth Qi^,^^JiiHle ftrf^oa « apbiio^ 
v:-/; fophcr. 



foplier, of whom lyot only-bis ow^/OMni^ 
try, but tmnian fiaturd^^inajr l»*p«ml*V 
^d^wj^oferwricings tend ta awa^o t|^ 
pureft aSeftiiOns, the mo^ (botbing crpo^ 
tions, of the human ht^n. This. Wfitef^ 
was Fenelon, the mild, tbe perfuafiyq 
preacher of virttie. I hare read Grc^c^j 
charming poem of Ver.Vcrt^,wkh* par^^ 
tjcular plcafure, orr the banks of fi^ 
river which his heroin evil hour JBiil^^ 
dpwn ; when the nuns of Nances^ hearing, 
of his rcDowni, write .. . . n 

— — ^••'ilafcpfriew,, : ^ . Ij 
^ Pout la pner que Poifeau plein d^^^tiMf^ 
'< Soil poor un terns wmcni par la I^oicp, . 
1- **Et qucrCottduitaufiVagc rlsmtafi, '/ 
">" ^ X.ui-mfmc fl pmfley jouir de flrjjloirt;'''* " 
r .^^KtfcpTtef ^ifetendrtft&lDlAiu;.^' ^ 3r>?^^j 

The happy i^yfol iPdny of this p^irA 
is* perhaps^nrivalled, except by l%pief^ 
Ripe of thfe Lock,; whfch,: t^^«l^ 
fpi^i^% graces, the agretaMe^*aaiiJf^ 
ef V<r-Vei?ti adds thft^hafm blpHtWc^ffibft 
eaichaming poetic madnlhery/'*^^ '*^' 
V Every 
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Every. Sunday evisning during the 
month of.Odober^ as foon ask is dark, 
four men^ drefled in black, walk through 
the town of Orleans, and at thd corner 
of every ftreet ring a loud heavy bell, 
which fends forth a mod difmal fouad^ 
after which they call upon, the people .to 
xemember the dead, and pray for the 
]:epofe of their fouls.. Nothing can be 
more gloomy than this fuperftitious cere- 
mony, which lads, till after All-Saints 
day, when a folemn fervice fqr the deacl 
is performed in all the Roman Catholic 
churches. 



let: 
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- LETTER X. 

WHEN a French girl is intcndecf 
for the wife- of a-merchant, (heii 
carefully inftruaed in arithmetic, after 
flic leaves the convent, where flie is 
ufually taught iictle more than to count 
her beads. After (he is married, (he zQm 
a^ her huAandV firft clerk, and pafies 
the whol^ day in his counting-houfei 
Some advantages arife from this prafticc; . 
Unce a French woman, if her hufband dies j . 
h capable of carrying oh his bufihefs tiH 
her children are of ajgroper ag? to fiicceed 
to it; and in the mean time flie knows 
cxaftly the ftiate of his affairs. Whereas 
the wife of an Englifli irierchant, (pme- 
times from being, entirely ignorant of his 
real iituation, indulges herfelf in a mode 
of living which haften^ on his ruin, and 

receives 
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veceives like a thunder4lroke the intel- 
ligence that her riches were a drpamv 
mid that her hulband is a bankrupt. 

I am told that commerce was never 
lb flouri(hing^ in France as it has been 
for a y^ar paftj not o^ly in the caj^aii 
h^ throughout thr wholie kingjlonir 
QTbc advantages wbicb fome have bee^^ 
raiabled lo gain fron^ the paper njioney 
has led then:^ to e9:tf aordinary eqterprile^ 
imd the' lofs which <>thers have fofltaioc^ 
has ps^od^^Krd extraordinary indqftryand 
_^ivity» Commerce ha$ bejie&cd io^ 
boih cafei. If th^ ^old of France ha^ 
raoiihed with the nobleffe, it U not of 
gold only that that clafs of perfons liavjj 
difburthened their country. They havf 
alfp carried away widi thepi th^t iipnapnf^ 
load of prejudices which ha$ fo lopg op^ 
j>reflfed this nation^ and jvbiclji^ by cpii- 
tk^&in^ degradation and contempt y^irf} 
commerce, deprived the»country qf ;the 
i>^& ufe and improven;eQt Qf it3 ^ch^fr 
6 U 



IF tlie Freacbv money has ^< made usfi^ 
itfelC wings^ and fled Wiz;fy* fb alfo hai. 
the corvee, the gabelle, the arbitr2^ry:im^£ 
poGtions, the feignorial rlgbtSi the enor* 
mous taxes whiich ^le poor paid to ih« 
riob^ and which pc^iiAQfKi famine wberiQ 
naiiir^ h^ ^att^ed plf^nty : wbilp they 
have left beh^ th^m th^ bkffings of U» 
^iYy# equal tax;atk>9> mUd Uivs, trial by 
jwry, the fp^ri? pf conu^ercet Paper mo- 
ne/y whien the cfifi^of the revpUicion is 
paft^.wiU^.by-a. p«)€eia ^only l^iown (9 
b^ &9im9 ^ tra^^qicd into pvuD^ 

«4|iehfaoKilbi(}»Ad Fraortiscb^ ScconditlM 
)MB^ ^f M»ry Queen of Scou. K9 
can^e to Orleans wkh Mary^ to meet thf 
Stfrta Chmei^i ^HfM &dd^iily ca];:eQ ill 
srfaite iie wM AF V^^% and i^cd imme^^ 

Tlie Mme 0^ Maiy Stwrt i» placfe^ i© 
|h«lifttffFi^^kl«mAli$p<)e!l&^ tJnifolr^ 

^ tunate 
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tunate Mary ! When (he wrote her poetic 
farewell to this country, 

" Adieu, plalfant pays de France, &c." 

flic fecms to have felt a fad prefage of 
her future calamities ^ thofe calamities 
which make me forget every weaknefs of 
Mary, and every great quality of Eliza- 
beth; qualities over which the fate of 
Mary has furely caft an cvcrlafting (hade. 

At the Maifon de Villc we faw a 
pidlurc of Jeanne d^'Arc, painted two 
hundred years ago. The countenance 
is uncommonly beautiful. It (eems tba^ 
nature, while (he beftbwtd on the Maid 
of Orleans the heroic quaKtifes of th* 
other fex, did not deny her the fbft attract 
tiotts of her owm 

There is alfo at the Maifon de Ville 
the picture of Etodlor Petit, who is a na- 
tive of this place, and has acquired ft 
irery high reputation, and an ample for- 
'lune, as a phyfician at Paris. He ba^ 

lately 
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laicly built a handfome houfe at Orleans, 
for the purpofe of furnifliing advice and 
medicines gratis to the poor ; and, with 
additional benevolence, to defend their 
little property from injufticc, he basap* 
pointed lawyers who have a falary at^ 
lowed them for" pleading the caufc of 
the indigent. 

This public benefaftor to his native 
city is the fon of a taylor ; and, in otder 
to (hew that he was fuperior to the pre=^ 
judices wl>ich fo long enllAve4 his coun*- 
jry, he appointed the oldefl taylor at 
Orleans in ' indigent ' circumftances tQ 
take care of this new inftitution. 

Dodor Petit I fuppofe felt, that, hav- 
ing arrived at eminence by a path of all 
others the moft honourable, that of dif- 
tinguiftied talents, he might be allowed 
to recoiled, without blufhing, thtrotur^ 
of his birth. Perhaps he thinks on this 
fubjedt ^s Boileau did when he wrote — 

-~-"Fuffie» 
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of the French revohition ? that glorious 
event which will probably in its canfe- 
qucnces change the face of this earth, 
and will be maiked in the page of hif- 
tory as that luminous point of human 
annals, from which a better order of 
things is feen to arife : and this event 
has furely been the work of literature, of 
philofophy, of the enlarging views of 
mankind. Liberty fprings as naturally 
from knowledge, as light from the fun ; 
and the liberty which the French have 
acquiredj and are determined to main- 
tain, appears to be the deliberate, the 
noble, the auguft choice of reafon. It 
has no refemblance to thofe fiery me- 
teors which fometimes throw a tranfi- 
tory flalh acrofs that darknefs which they 
have not fufficient power to difpel : it 
i3 the fublime effedt of truth vifiting the 
land, like the day-fpring from on high, 
^nd, with a fimilar kind of influence over 
the moral world, warming the heart, in 

proportion 
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proportion as it enlightens the undcr» 
Handing. 

The French, in forming their new 
conflitutionj have made an experiment 
in politics : and why (hould they be cen- 
furcd for fo doing ? While philofophy 
teaches the general utility of experimen-* 
tal fcience, who will be bold enough to 
aflcrt, that the fcience of government 
alone has attained peafedion^ and is in« 
capable of improvement ? Who will fay 
to the human underftanding, on this one 
point only, Thus far (halt thou go, and 
no farther ) If the progreflion of reafon 
in the art of governnient is forbidden, 
how miferable arc the profpcfts of the 
human race ! For fmall indeed is the 
portion of political happincfs hitherto 
obtained by mankind. 

But why do I attempt to juftify the 
condudt of the French, when you know 
we have all heard that they have been 
guilty of the moftjatal errors? They 

have 
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iiave flie^n fome difpofition to reform 
the papal hierarchy^ and to feparate the 
Urtificral fplendour of church eftabHfh* 
tnents from the pure beams of that light 
tirhich Cometh from above. They have 
invaded the grahd monuinetit^ of tb^ 
dead, and thrown open ih^ melancholy 
tombs of t\>e hv'mg. thty have led 
beauty from the folitary cell, whei*6 its 
charms might have blooctied in fecurity, 
ind have cxpofed thofe datigerous at* 
tradions to the love and admiration of 
fociety. They have dr^wh forth coins 
itnd niedali, painting^ ahd ftatues, from 
thofe venerable re|>oiitoriei where they 
had long lain bur!<^ with their paft po& 
feflbrs. Their fatrJiegious hirtds h^ve 
tfifturbed die learned duft^ of libririet 
ftored with theological controVcrfies> ahd 
which diipldyed perhaps the weakfiefs 
as well as the ftretigth of {be humftn 
ihind : arid,^ itiRihd of tftiploying the 
ma^on^ aind tke CArpeiitefi in repairtiig 

the 
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the ravages of time on Gothic edifices, 
ihcy have crcfted obeliiks to a pagan 
divinity, not to be found in the monki(h 
calendar, and d^raded at Rome ever 
fincc the days of the ancient republic. 
But let us turn from the enumeration xif 
their tranfgrei&ons againfl; that code of 
refpcdable prejudice?, ftamped with tbi? 
authority of paft ages, and which in the 
opinion of fome people ought to be 
deemed no lefs irreveriible than the de« 
crees of the Medes and Perliai^. 

I ihall finiQi my ietter with the rer 
tnark of a lady formerly noble, with 
whom I was lately in company. Some 
perfon happened to .mention the phiJor 
fophers of France. " Ah l'* faid (be, 
with great warmth, " n*cn parlez plus 
dc ces gueux dc philofophes i ce font 
cux ^ui <>xit caufe tous nos xnalheurs 
avec Icurs ecrits impcctinens **.". 

* Ahl do 9attalfc any more q( ^otc w^cteh^ 
of philofophen; It is they who have occaiioned all 
our misfortunes by their hnpertinent writiagt. 

TOL, n. • E LET- 
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WE left Orleaiw Ae be^nning of 
December, and are come to 
pafs the winter at ^Paris. Such of onr 
acquaintances -as are ariftocrates tell us 
iiow much we ought to lament the evH 
deftiny which 4ias led us to Paris at pre- 
fent ; that the town has loft all its former 
6clat ; that all the good company are at 
Goblcntz ; that the fplendid equipages 
are laid* afide; that the public walks, 
where formerly none but perfbns com- 
mc it faut were fufFercd to. enter, arc 
lioyr filled with people ivhom nobody 
vknows ; .and that, upon the whole, we 
may confider ouffelves as moft unfortu* 
natc travellers, who have come to fee 
Paris at a tim^ v/hefi thcFe is nothing 
^o be fecn. 

: z Notwith- 
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Notwithftandtng this obliging pity of 

Tome of my acquaintances, I am rather 

difpofed to congratulate niyftlf that I 

have mifled the fine equipages, the laced 

livericsj and the good company at Cob- 

lentz ; while I have an opportunity of 

obferving the efFcfts of a revolution, fo 

noble in its defign, (b aftoniOiing in the 

fudden change produced in the fenti- 

ments of a whole nation, rifing from the 

fervility of abjcft fervitude, to fndi an 

exalted fpirit of freedom, that the con. 

tcmplation infpircs unwearied admiration 

and wonder. 

I believe that the former magnificence 
of Paris, when its public places and 
public walks were crowded with perfons 
diftinguiflicd by ftarsand ribbons, would 
have conveyed fcnfations very different, 
and far lefs delightful to my heart than 
thofe which I have felt amidft rejoicing 
'multitudes, wIk) had no other daim to 
diftin<aion than virtue and patriotifm, 
E z and 
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and no ether decoration than fhe na- 
tional cockade. 

I have fometfmes recollcdlGd, on thofc 
-^occaiions, the fine lines^^f Addifon, 

**^ Oh, liberty, thou^oddcfs heavenly bright, 
■•''Profufc of Hifa, and pregnant with deUghr! 
^'^ Eternal pleafures in thy prefence retgn, 
'^ And fmiltng Plenty leads thy wanton train ; 
''^£a8M of ^icr load, Subjedlion grows iH^re lights 
•*•, And Poverty looks checrfdl in thy fight; 
J -^^ Thou inak'ft ihe gloomy face of nature gay, 
"*• Giv^ft beauty to the fun, and pleafure to the day.'* 

I, never witnefs thefe; fccnes of gener^ 
'felicity withoiu indulging the hope that 
a period is approaching more favourable 
than any former period to the general' 
bappinefs of the human race ; when 
the crooked fubdenefs of politics and. 
the open violations of juftice will alike 
jpafs away, and what has liitherto been 
confideied as the fond Ipeculadon of the 
jphilofopher, the golden dream of the 
moralift, will become faiftorical faft; 
when we (hall no longer trace in the 

unnals 



annals of hillory a faagulnary IKl of^ 
Climes j when ambition, deprived of all 
power of doing evil, will only be left thcr 
ability to do^good, and: be f6r bidden any. 
longer to cover: the earth with defola- 
tion 5 and when no path to glory will be- 
left, but from the cultivatiosa of hum^a 
happinefs* 

Do not imagine, however, that the 
emigrants have left nothing behind tbeta^ 
but public fpirit and publii^ virtue ; and- 
that all fplcndour^ tafte, and gaiety have 
fled witb, them to Coblentz. There arct^ 
at prefcnt no lefs than tvveaty theatres 
ajt Paris, which are well filled cvery^ 
nighti and at moft of which you fee 
charming aftiog. The grace,, tho 
fprightlinefs, the nai vete, the, eafy na*, 
tural movements of their eomio a&orsr^ 
far furpafs any. thing our London thea^ 
tres can boaft* Let us refign to the 
French the palnv of comedy, fince the^ 
laurels of tragedy are all our own.— *? 
There is but one Siddons^one tran« 
"^ £3,^ fcendent 
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fcendent genius, who has every paffiofi 
of the human heart at her command^ 
and the fublime graces of whofc per- 
formance it is impofTible not to feel^ but 
no lefs impoffible to defcribe. 

" Gefture, that marks, with force and fecKng 
fraught, 
•' A fccnc in filencc^ axxi a will in thoughts 
" All periOiable^ like th' elearic fire, • 
** But (Irikc the eft, and as they ftrike expire j 
** Inccnfe too pure a bodied frame to bear, 
•* Its fragrance charms the fenfe, and mchs iti air.** 

Mademoifelle Clairoii/thc delebtatbd 
Frericli tragic aftrefs, not <fontcnted with 
the fame fhe had acquired*, 6nc6 at-' 
tempfec^, contrary to the advice cf her 
friends, to adl the ' part of Merope, in 
Voltaire's tragedj; a part which Ma- 
dame Dufmenil, the rival of Mademoifelle 
Ciair6n,had aftedwith extraordinary fue- 
ctfs. A friend of Mademoifelle Clai- 
ron, who Tupped with her after the per- 
formance, faid to her, " You have very 
fine tragic powers^ but you mufl abfo* 

lutely 
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iutely renounce the part of Me^rope ; for 
there Madame Dufmenil is far fuperipc 
to you." " Ah' oui !'* faid M^dp- 
moifelle Clairon^ heaving' a- deep iighy. 
*^ la miferable ! — elle a eu un^cnfant ! ♦'*' 
. Is it a proof of the fuperior refinement 
ef the French that they ate fonder of 
theatrical amufements than the Englifb > 
Or does it arifc from that lovaof gaiety 
and pleafure, which is fo much more 
prevalent in the Fiench than the EngliQv 
charadler ? A London tradefman,-whe» 
the bufinefs of the day is over^ fits down' 
^pntentedly with bis wifoand ehildrea^ 
.Itt^ reads the liewfpaper^ Bbt abour^ 
Heois at Paris ufualiy concludes the 
day k one of the fpedactes, and this 
without injuring bis circumftances j ^> ^ 
tafte for thofe amufements> being iini^ 
verfal at Paris, there are fpe&acles adapts 
ed to every purfe^ and pleafure may br 
bad at a veiy cheap rate. 

^Ah^ycil thewreteh-^ihebashadachildr ' 
E 4 Thcrcr 
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There are coffee-boofes on the Boule- 
rards^ where the people^ while they 
drink their wine, kmonadd, or orgeat^ 
are entertained with a play gratis. Wo- 
nien^ as well as tneo, are admitted to 
thtft cofiee-houfes ; fc^ the EngHdi idea 
of finding eafe, comfort, of feftivity, In 
Societies where wdnKa are exclockd^ 
sever enters into the iniagiaation of a 
Frenchman. 

Not that the fame gallantry, the fame 
conftant attention to women now prevails 
whicdft' exifted before the revolution.**^ 
Jukt Molktt'a Do&or^ ^^ on. a. chac^ 
totttcd^'*' Themiett^cngroiflidbypo^ 
ikicai G0Acef9S umhidb iaVolre the hfQ 
ci ihm cQiantry*, and on which thejjf awn 
iivea and fortunes depend^ have na 
longer leifure; or mcUnatipa to devote 
4K iku3ch tunc as. tbey did formerly to 
ibe womta; ftiidi ihiAk the French la^ 
dies ftand a fair chance of being (boa 
algioft as much.negki^cd.as the ^a^ 
,.. , gliftu 
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glifh. Not only the age of chivalry, but 
the age of petits-maitres is paft. 

The greateft (implicity in drcfs is ob* 
ferved, and is fometimes carried even to * 
negligence. Every man fcetnsat pains to^' 
(hew that he has wafted as few- moments 
as it was poffible at his^oilette, and chat« 
his mind is bent on higher cares than the 
embellifhment of his perfon. ! am told' 
that this revolution in drefs and manners,.. 
this fubverfion of the ancient laws of eti- 
quette, has excited fuch a degree of ?fur-- 
prife and wonder in the*king*s attendants- 
at the Tuilleries, that, notwithftanding 
this is the fourth year of French liberty, 
thofe gentlemen have not yet got the 
better of their aftonifliment. Nothing,, 
it is faid, can exceed the minute curio- 
fity, and the expreffive looks, (hrugs', 
and gellwres, with which they examine 
the drefs of the members of the NiKionai 
Affembly, when fent on deputations to. 
* * Eg the 
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the king. It is known that thefe gen* 
tlemen in waiting, having no idea of 
dignity, unaccoutred with a fword and 
bag, were difpofed to treat the deputa* 
tions from the National Affcmbly with 
contempt, till Mirabeau took the trouble 
to give them a leflbn on that fub^eft^ 

He was fent at the head of a deputa- 
tion of the National Aflfembly to the 
king. The attendants, inftead of going 
to inform his. majefty, that they defircd 
an audience, kept them waiting in the 
antichamber. Mirabeau, however, did 
not wait long. He rofe from his feat, 
and with that commanding afpefl and 
emphatic tone which belonged to him, 
walking up to a ci»devant duke, he faid, 
" ♦ Monfieur^ je vous ordonne d'aller 
dire au Roi, que les reprefentans de la 

* Sir, I order you to go and inform the king, 
that t^ reprcfcntatlvcQ of the French nation ave 
here. 

nation 
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nation Fran^oife font ic'u" He was, 
obeyed without one moment'^ hefita** 
tioft. 

But to return to the theatres. Thr 
little comic pieces which are a£ted at the* 
petics fpeftacles at Paris are far fupcrior 
to our London after-pieces, . which irv 
general are foil of coarfe, broad humour,: 
touch more calculated to excitedifgtfflr 
than laughter. 

Even Ha?rlequin, at Paris, .inftead of 
confining himielf,* as hedoes at^Loij^^n,- 
to manual wit, and featsof atStivity, af-^ 
jCumes a eharafter of naivetf diverting 
enough. In this ftylc is theaccount h^ 
gives to a friend of his baying fallen inr 
love: ♦^*Et mSme," adds he, ^^je 
iuis moitic marie." " Mais comment f'\ 
*« Ce que jj& le v-enxbien," fays Har^ 

• I am even KalF married.— But h6^ ?— Why I 
am ready, and there !• nothing wanting but thr 
confcDt of the younglady. 

E: 6 kqub. 
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lequinj ^' ct il ne manque qiic le toft^- 
feci^meDt <le k den^felle.'' 

The opera at Paris infinitely furpaffes,' 
ih the rptendour ol ks decorations'^ ^he 
iflififion of the machinery, and the charm 
of the ^lancing, the opera at LondoR.. 
But you know^ I am no enthufiaflk: ad-^ 
miner d this fd(hionable amufem^it. 
I always find at an opera foch an air of 
burl^efque, fomething To artificial, nattuTe 
and fimpiidty (6 completely bamfliedy 
thar» tiotwithftanding I love mufic paf-* 
fibnately, I canitoc help fom^times &eU 
in^g that the mufic at an opeva <^ play& 
i^und the bead, but comes not to the 
heart/* And' I am inclined to think 
with Lord.Chefterfield, that, in order to 
be pleafed if ith that entertainment, j(xt 
ei%ht to leave yow underAanding with 
yoyr half-guinea at the door. 



LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 

WE have been to fecf the magni- 
ficent Palais dc Bourbon . This 
immenfe pile of building, with its nume- 
rous and fpacious courts, now defcrted, • 
iblitary^ and iilent^ affords ample roonfi 
for moralizing. The petit Palais, ia 
which the Prince de Conde ufually lived, 
and where he frequently entertained fe- 
Icdt parties of his friends, is fitted up 
with a degree of beauty, tafte, and elc- 
gance^ of which you can form no idea 
froqi any royal dwelling you have feen 
in England. 

The Abb6 de Mably, however, fecms 
of opinion that, while our cottages are 
fnug, warm, and comfortable, we have 
no reafon to blufh that the French bear 
away the palm from us in point of pa- 
laces. 
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laces. I havejuft read the Abbe de Ma- 
bly's book, entitled, " Des Droits et de» 
Devoirs du Citoyen/' a work writtca 
feveral years ago, atid in which the pro- 
grefs of the public mind in France, and 
the fteps which led to the French revo- 
lution, are traced withfo much (implicicy, 
clearnefs, energy^ and truths that it feems 
rather the hiftory of what has pafled, than 
a prophecy of what was then to come,. 

When the Baftille was taken, this book, 
together with a large edition of another 
work of the Abbe de Mably, entitled 
" Des Obfervations fur THiftoire de 
France," were found in an apartment 
appropriated to the purpofe of containing 
fuch books as were judged improper for 
the eye of the public ; and it is certain 
that the writings of the Abbe de MabFy 
are fufficiently philofophical to have de* 
ferved, under the reign of defpotifm', be- 
ing made prifoners of ftaie, 

Wc 
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We have alio been to vifit Rincy aixi 
Mouceaox, two houfes bdoD^ng to the 
Duke of OrloDs, Mouceaux is the moft 
fingular and enchanting fpot I ever fiiw« 
You arc led throe^ long magnificenc 
galleries, fbrniQied with the moil happy 
union of fimplicity and elegance, and 
lighted by a thoufand lamps, to- a hot* 
houfe formed into Terpentine walks^ 
ivhere, in the middle of winter, and at a 
time when the ground was covered with 
fnow, an infinite variety of flowers dif* 
fufed the moft delicioiis fragrance. The 
air was of the temperature of fpring, a 
cafcade falls over rocks with the moft 
foothing murmurs, and this delightful 
fpot leads to the dining apartment, from 
which you enjoy the beauties and fra- 
grance of this clyfian walk, where the 
charms of nature and the embellifli- 
ments of art are blended together in a 
manner which I imagined was only to be 
found in the palaces of fylphs and fairies ; 

perfonages. 
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perfonage^ who, you kaow, are fupporcd 
to have a great deal moie facility in. 
raifing fplendid palaces than we mere 
Biortals^ 

Rincy is a nohk manfion, where 
Monf. d'Orleans, who has lived much. 
kt England, h^s united with the tafte and 
grandeur of a French palace th^ com* 
^ts and accommodattons o£ an Englilb: 
houfe. 

The grounds of Rbey ate kid out in 
thb Englifli tafte, arc very beaOtiftrf, amd 
of confid^able.eirtem. -We dined i«kk 
an Englifti^ gentleman in the-fervieeof 
Monf. d'Orieans, and who lives -iii n^ 
charming houfe ia his park. 
^ In the morning we hunted a boan 
This was the firft time in my life I had 
ever been at acliace, andlfinditanamufc- 
ment fo little fvrited to my tafte, that I 
(hall certainly never try it again. We 
r^de in phaetons up and down the alleys 
^f the woods, in fcarch of thi5 wretc;bc4 

^ animal. 
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anima], who at lad yielded himfelf up 
to the dogs^ and had his life fpared till 
another day. I believe a French hunt is 
as little fuited to tlie tafteof an Englifk 
ib x-hunter» as it is to mine, but for a very 
different reafon : here are neither inclo-^ 
fure& to pafs, nor iiz-barred gates^to leap ; 
there is neither danger to encounter, nor 
glory to be gained i and too fmall a 
chance of a broken^ neck to imereft the 
paffions of an £ngli(b Tquire. 

Since the revoiutioni fuch quanttti^ 
^ of game have been deftroyed, that this 
Englifh gentleman hafr thought proper to 
prefcnre a number of the wUd inhabitants 
o£ the foreib from the general ilattgbter« 
by confining them in fepajate paddocks^ 
where boars, l^res, &c. are regularity 
' fed : but I do jaot believe their good fere 
reconciles them to the loCs of their liberty^. 
1 have no doubt they would prefer jour 
maigre, /together with the unconfincd 

Fange 
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range o£ the woods,, to any fete within^ 
the paddock. 

The Engliflv gentleman with whom 
we dined at Rincy, (hewed, me a little 
engraving of the deicentk of Meflrs*. 
Charles and Robert from their balloon* 
Thefe aerial adventuxers^ were followed 
on horfeback by Monf. d'Orleans, and a 
great number o£ perfons,. among whom- 
was this £ngli(hman« 

The l^Uooa defcencjed after a courier 
Gf iliirty mile&;.and thcEc^lifliinani ge&i- 
ting :tbe Hart, of die otber faorfeoieii^ 
feiz^d a cord jof 4iie baliooa' as iti'At^ 
feeiidedy and tiieniprsogingtoeiiiibiace 
Monf^^Charles, remif»l)6d bim^ that he 
was the firft^ to meet hinu. But being 
obliged to exprefs tl»s icmimem in 
Frencbj, he could find in the agitation 
of the moment no other words than 
« « Moi Charles jwremier.** The French 

^ I am Gharks the firft. 

company 
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company wereamufed with the exprelCon^ 
and foori after an engraving appeared of 
the defcent^of the balloon, the train of 
gentlemen on borTeback, the £ngli(hmaa 
holding the cord, and thefe words below 
the print, " Moi Charles premier/* 

While the French princesr are em* 

ploying their revenues^ in training fol^ 

diers for the purpofe of deluging their^ 

r'ative country with blood; Monf. d*Orw 

leaiis is fpeftding a confiderable part of 

his revenue- in pajdng workmen who are 

making imprDvenicntsiac Rincyi Monil 

d'Orleam basmaay tifiemies^ who celi yoOL 

^tiat Ms patriot ifiiiis:aUafiei£):ation» Howu 

ever; £000 it has been uniform and 

omGtant fromtbefirft period of the revo 

kitioQ, Lknow not. bn what ground this 

conjedure is founded : but this atleaft 

is certain^ that it would ifave this nation 

many millions, and too probably a greaJt 

pofufioa of bloodi if the other Frenok 

princes. 
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princes had diftinguiOied themfelves by 
the fame kind of affedation. . 

With regard to the fecaily of MonC 
d^OrleanSy whom, in coniequence of my 
acquaintance witb Madame de Sillery, f 
have the honour of knowing a little^ I 
am firmly perfuaded from my own ob- 
fervations^ that their patriotifm is pure^ 
warm, and difinterefted* They are too^ 
amiable for difgiiifej and the genuine 
feelings of their mindswe eafflydifceroed. 
^* I am accufed/' fays Madame dc Si)- 
liery, in her laft intereftio^ pubticatioc^ 
^ of having taught the prinoes ciod^p* 
mycace tolovetherevoluttoit; wheceaa 
thdr love of (fae revolution is but the 
ftattiral> the i^ceflary e^& of thofe pi^n* 
ctplea which I had loog ago inculcated 
ia their miods^*^ 

To young perfons who had beea in^ 
ilrud:ed that the chief privilege arifing 
Irom tlieicb^h rank» was that of afibrd«^ 

ing: 



ring thctn opportunities of more cxtenfive 
benevolence ; who had learned " *thc lux- 
ury of doing good,"^ and itnbibed the 
principles ofgejicral philanthropy towards 
the human race — to fuch young perfons 
it was an eafy taik to make '{<>mc (acri* 
fices to ihe happinefs of millions, and <q 
love the evolution of their country. 
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I WENT on Chriftmas-day to hear 
high mafs at ihc magnificent church 
of Notre Dame, where the colours arc 
now difplayed which iifed to float on the 
towers of the Bafti lie, before that gloomy 
fortrefs was taken. 

Mafs was performed by the archbiflbip 
of Paris, with great folemnity and de- 
votion. Some parts of the muCc were 
fine, and I felt my mind raifed and af- 
feded by it. 

I often recolfedVed, in thecourfeof the 
day, with a tender and melancholy emo* 
rion, my diftance from England, where 
that day is pafled in a manner far more 
interclling than in France. With us, 
you know, it is fpent in the bofom of 
jour family, or confecrated to the friends 

wd 



and connexions you love moft, while 
formal vifitors are excluded. This is 
not the^dc in France : the theatres arc 
crowded with company, and the day 
pafles in the ufual amufemenrs. 

• Thelaft evening of the old year, we 
went, about eight o'clock, to th« Palais 
Royal, Twbere the wilks were*filled with 
people, and moft of the'fliops illuminated, 
particitlariy the confeftioners*, which in 
every part of Paris are fplendidly lighted 
tip on this evening, and make a more 
, agreeable appearance than our paftry- 
cooks' (hops on Twelfth-night in Lon- 
don ; where the fight of fo much plutii* 
cake as is then difplayed becomes rather 
oppreflive after ten years of age. The 
confedlioners* fliops here are filled with 
ornamented glafs boxes for fweetm^ats, 
and a variety of pretty trinkets, whidi 
people buy, and prefent to their friends 
at this'feafon. 

A gentleman ^vho called "htre this 

morning. 
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tilbrning, t6\d me an anecdote^ )\ri(idh I 
ihall relate to yoD.---A feichd of his^ 
formerly one of the garde do oorps, 
and who very narrowly eicapedftbtn 
the fury of the people on the-^ch of 
Oftobcr, 178,9, came a few days ago to 
Paris^ and immediately ^nt for a hak^- 
dreffer*. The ofliccr, while h^ was dpeflT- 
ing, told the man, that he thought he 
temembered his face, *^y«, fir^'' faid 
the hair-dreflcri *«and I recoiled you 
perfeftly^— you were in the garde -du 
<:orps ; I faw you on the iixth of O&e- 
tcr.*^ ic ♦ Mafoi,^ fatd the officer, " j'ai 
4thapp^ bel; j'etajs bicn prej d'etre 
penduJ*' ** Oui vraimeac, moolieur,'^ 
replied the hair-drefler^ << et laoi j'ai 
tcnu la corde/' 

I obfervt with pSeafure a ^ptooi whkh 
the Parifians ;give of diat general vene- 

* Taith, I dbaped Tciy tiafrowly ; ,1 wai r&j 
near being hang^.<!--¥«s indcody 4ir, and I h«ld 
the cord. 

ration 
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ration far gcniusi which prevails in chi$ 
citf» by aUling feveral of the ftrcets of 
Paris after the names of celebrated men. 
Here is the quay of Voltaire^ the ilreet 
of Jean Jaques Roufleau^ the ftreet of 
Mirabeaui and iince the death of the 
Abbe Cerutti, ^ man of letters^ and a pa* 
triotj the people have made the ci-devant 
ftreet of Artois drop its ariftocratical 
pretenHons, and aflume the name of 
Ccrutti. 

Why is 00 ftreet or fquare in Lon- 
don named after Pope, Miltoni or, to 
xife to the higheft climax of human 
genius, after Shakfpeare ? We feenv P 
4iave a Arrange dread in England of in- 
iliilgiTig any kind ofcnthufiafm, however 
laudable. We are very apt to wrap up 
our feelings in the unrelenting feverity of 
wifdom, on occafionsAvhen it would be 
far more amiable to give way to the im- 
pulfe 6F the heart. You will fee French- 
men bathed in tears at a tragedy* An 

VQL^.ii. F Englifli- 
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£ngli(hman,ha$ qvite ^s jmuch^fenfibility 
Kto a generous or. tender iemitnent"; but 
lie thinks it would'be umnknly td-Weep ; 
.arid, though perhaps hitlf *<:hoked wvdh 
.emotion^ he fcoFjii5.to be ovet'come, con- 
trives « to gain the viftory over bis fecU 
ings, aod^hrowis into his;. countenanced 
much apathy as he can ik^H wi(h. 

'^e' have alfo fuch a -profound dvtt& 
-ci ridicule in England ; we are fo afraid 
of one another, thatjioftead of going into 
company with the hope of pleaiing, we 
f imly entertain the humble deiire of escap- 
ing cenfufie. A French ibciety, withji 
hoippf mixture of ^Mhufiafm and nanv 
clualaAce, ventures on a thoufand tndts 
.^f fent^nent, and fprigfatly ikllies^ which 
.make the hours ^pafs away agpeeably^ 
butwUch an Englifli comply .would 
^^siOtiia^ard for the world; but 

* ' do a wilful fiiUnefs eiitertaio« 
^^ith purpofe to be drefs'd in an opinion 
?<)f jriCU)in^gia?it7,prgfQUj>iconcehj " 

.— «lda 
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-Idoknoftof thofo 



That Aerefoie imly are reputed wife, 
Tpv iajiog noUung."— 

Atid yet I^an find no ocher retfon (tn 

the EogliOi going into company with 

tbeir minds in complete. aripouri and 

their uaderftandings always in a pofture 

of defence, except, that an Englilhmati 

fcacraot bear to be laughed at, and (hat a 

Frehchman can ; for I do not believe there 

is more good-natire in France than m 

England. Writing upon this fubjeft 

recalls powerfully to my heart the idea of 

*thofe friends with whom I pi^ed moft of 

my time in London ; of that fociefy wWch 

abfenfie can only ferve to endear, by 

iCQnvincingmeihat itslofs is irreparable. 

jljj^ve heard jugentlemaii allege, that 
FreiH:h;and Engli&converfation amount 
^d to the fame thing; for, faid be, ^«lcs 
Anglais ne difent . rien^ et le^ Franf ai«s 
<liientdesf/V;/j*/* 

^ The J|ngl|fli b^JiK^in^^ and ^e Fituch bj 

Fa Ther^ 
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There are no talents which I feel more 
^ifpofed to envy than thofe of wit and 
doquenceinconverfationj tlian the power 
-of giving it afreOiilow when it grows lan- 
guid ; when^ to ufe the beautiful image 
of Mrs. Piozzi, »^ the little ftreart? df 
prattle ceafes to murmur for want of a 
few pebbles to break its courfe/' A 'piii- 
pes of eloquence — One evening At Streat- 
ham Park, fdme perfon kfked l>6<ft6r 
Johnfon, how he would chobf^'to AK- 
tribute the great offices of Itat^ Avhich 
^ere at that timfc vacant, amongft thb 
literary ladies of his acquaintance. ^'Mrs.' 
Carter/' raid he,^' fh^l bfe %6?ntfcd' 
lilord High Chancellor of Ehgtahc!?'^ 
-** And what place' wHl you jgiVe to (Ift^ 
lady bfthis houfe"?" fbmebody ehqulrc^ 
•^' VVt will give berr anfwered Jbfrnftfifc^ 
^' a feat in the Houfe 6f Comrabris/^A'd^ 
Ae Will rife of herfeie'^ ' ' ' -^^^^^ 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



THERE were fomc comniotion$ 
lately at Paris, on account of an 
atjtcmpt to' monopolize fugar, which was 
already fold at an enormous price, and 
whichr the ppor of Paris, who live as 
much upon coffee as the poor of Lon* 
don do uppn tea, confider as one of the 
neceflaries of life; For three nights the 
guards . were trebled, and the town was 
lighted up for greater feeurity. In a 
feA^ d&ys the commotibn was entirely 
appeafedj which I own had never given 
nxe the fmalleft alarm ; for I always con- 
fider royfe]f in perfect fafety at Paris 
under the protection of the national . 
guard, which the Parisians call, with^ 
truth, la fauve-garde de la villc. The y 
national guards are fo much refpeded: . 
F 3 by 



« 

by.the^ people, that tlaey firu3 it eafy^ fo 
enforce obexHence, and they genexaUy 
make the ^ifeft and moft temperate ufe 
of iheir power, 

I ha v^ been feveral times at the Na- 
tional AiTembly. The debates ifl this 
fecond legiflatur€ arc: left, intereftjqg 
than tliofe of the Conftituetit Airen}l;>ly| 
whepe aimed ^t fv^ry iitting fome pillar 
of the ancient fyftem was thrown dpwni 
and feme part' of the nevy fabric nrfe 
inaj€|{lii:^lly f^on> iis ruiiis^ : Neither does 
l\]\^ ^gembly difplay the fame blaze of 
taie^ts. whicb ^ftoni%d and dazzled iii 
th« f<)rnxer. Slie ^w boafl: of no Mir^ 
beau, no tr^ukei^^u g^niu% , < - r; ; 

TJ>at thf Thcl^q cf^glc bcjir, - , , 
Sailing with fuprom^ dominion 
Through the azure "depths of air- 
Yet will !he {bar, and keep her equal way 
' how far above the gr«t \" * 

And one may apply to the genius of this 
-affembly what I lately read in ^ little 

colleftion 
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colF^iftion of French letters, wh*re th<i^ ' 
writer, fpeaking of the talents for poetry 
which prevailfo generally in thefouthem^ 
provinces of^ France, the country of the 
Troubadours, fays, ^* Nobody has im-* 
mcnfe riches of genius in this country j 
but eafy^ even affluent fortunes are very 
common i and the fum of poetical wealth 
Is upon the whole far more con(iderat)Ie 
than if a great deal were accumulated 
upon one head/* 

There is a fufficient ftbck of ability in 

the National AiTembly, animated ^s it 

is by the moft important and exalted 

cfcjefts, A member of the National 

Ailembly knows that he is pleading not 

merely the caufe of the people of France.; 

He is fpeaking at the tribune of Europe, 

and he is pleading the. caufe of all t|ie 

people of the earth. ^ For k is npw . t^o 

hte for the It^vers of arbitrary power to 

confider the French rcvohmoa. in tlie 

light in which they onca affeded'to con- 

F4 fider 



fdef it, T!i£ tiaie-lDAg sQCf^hjfo&rJot 
arming that event -an iifMtrjyl: aiiidcaty j 
and the triumph of the rabble, wbidb is I 
found to h&ve originated . in thi unani^ , 
mous will of a great and enHghtened iia« 
tion, and has taught mankind aiefibn^' 
\yhich perhaps the whole' human race 
will be proud to learn, . -d-^f. 

I heard the decree pafled iiCdthb 
National .Aflembly: fQr.colififCdttiag.^tltfi 
eftates of . the ^emigrantsw ( Thcy, ^»d 
iheir chief?, the ]^r^9<fh>prii)ces|]9tUipr:0^ 
bgJDly, foQA tire, the ^fl^Qrt-ji^jfpity iq£ 
^reign cpyrcs, aq4 wU: bQ(4<WiHVd..tft 
wander over I^yr,9pc,;a? jihf; adherenU^ 
the houfe of Stuart have done, poor, 
wretched, and abandoned. Yet ho>v 
different the fituation of. the Scotch and 
French fugitives ! How different the 
fituation of the defcendants of James the 
Second, and that of Lewis the Sixteenth ! 
What are the misfortunes of Lewis the 
Sixteenth? He has been deprived of 

' • ' ' ^ defpotic 
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defpdticipower« WHat is his prefent fitua^ 
vaaii He iirailed by the confent of a free 
people to the crown of the greateft na- 
tkwin Europe; The French eitiigrams 
arcnoti tb^erefore^in^nced by the fame 
generous motives which led the adhe« 
rents of the houfe of Stuart to take up 
arms, which could be no other than a 
difinterefted attachment to that family, 
hi defence' tf which they riffced their 
liMS mA 5fortui*s. The French emi- 
grants, «n^ the «dht¥ary; would dtluge 
Iterf^Watr^l^oUeti^ wth blood, fooner 
Oia^^£6^b)ikcei tkles that were vain> add* 
If^iVileg^s that Wef e odious. . ^ / 
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LETTER XVI^ 

I HAVE been at the Jacobins, that 
fociety which has afled a part fa dit 
tihguiflied in the French revohition, and 
in which every political queftion of iln- 
pojrtance is debated before it is brought 
forward in the National Aflembly, The 
Jacobins have too much influence in 
the new fyftemdf French' politics not to 
have many enemies. By thoft perfon* 
every crime, every enormity, is attributed 
to this focrety ; Avhich, it is afferted, has' 
not only the fate of France, but the fate 
of Europe, in its hands. If the Emperor 
of Germany is hoftile to the French na- 
tion, it is the fault of the Jacobins. Leo- ' 
poia felt the moft tender and paternal 
intereft in the profpcrijY ^^^^^ ^^"^ ^^^'^ 
fttf utioa } but he was lorctd to make a 

declaration 
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dcdacatumofwaragamfl thatformidablc, 
tbat atrocious fed. To the Jacobins 
is owing every outage committtd by 
popular fmy, and eiier}' trealbxubk do* 
fign conceived by tfaearifbcratic LiiVivtii. 
The Jacobins are the contrivers of ull 
difbnJcr, tbe levellers of all diftinftions, 
acd the enemies of all fubordination. It 
is xhax intention to overturn the prcfcnt 
fyAem. of government, and divide the 
Fjc»ch432ipirc into eighty three repub- 
1^9 governed by Jacobins. 

tSuch is the cry» not merely of thoie 
il^fauo iiave the courage to profefs them* 
&^»cs g£ the axiilocratic party^ but alfo 
of thofe, who, however ihey may regret 
tise fubverfion of the old government, 
have fagacity enough to perceive that» 
Hke the age of chivalry, it is pad for 
ever, an<j therefore prudently determine 
IQ attempt its reftoraf ion no more. Tlie 
ancicntfyftem of a^ufes they find mu(l be 
jrenouncedj^ and therefore they limit their 
F 6 kmbitlon 
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ambition tothfe confervation '6P^ ^iMB^ 
errors, as many prejildiccs,''fe*'pbffil^tt 
Thefe perfbns talk to you dfAh6it pto^ 
found rcfpeft for the new t0tfftiiuuo0, 
which they accufe the Jacobms of wiQL- 
ing to fubverr. 1 believe, indeed, that 
if there arc fotiie points of the cohftiio- 
tion which the Jacobins dtfoppTbive, thfy 
are thofe very points which thefe pe^f3as 
would bind on their pofteriry fbir ev-cr. 
Even among the patriots there are tnaiiy 
who think that, the. cemftitUtiAn bdug 
now eftablifhed, the deliberaciohs' «tf^/ Ae 
Jacobins^ are nof longer ^nfcc^flBiryp'ttnd 
who atfo think thktcfafac (bciety )tft(ib>ma 
much towards irepoMitafliAtt* ; 'i- .:A 

There are fti i?miice fever^ dHTerebt 
fefts of patriots ; but the iVol«dit^ par- 
ties are thofe. wfad ar^ reproachfitHy 
termed'by each6ther,^f^dP^«aAd^ia5Mir ; 
dhd the great features Df di#ereilcei^be- 
tween iheifc^ 'parties, ifecm to be nhaMbc 
chVa^^s place 'the deddWtidW «of ^f^rs 

above 



^^9ffs c^Ofoi^fticuxiQn^ whiie the moderns 
j|l$»^.t;bej^nftitution above the decUra- 
tl^ erg JfigH^Sr . ^^ch party k as dogma^ 
tioaias;th^fortaer dodars of the Sor« 
bDnne» Btit a Frenchman never dijf- 
^ittes witb calnrnefs on any fubjed : it 
were therefore unreafonable to expeft be 
iliould throw afide the natural imperuofitjr. 

io( hw charader^^n the very points moft 

. Jtfccly to call it forth. This accounts, in 

\fome meafure, for the violent tumults 
:^feich Ibmetimes arife in the National 
AflemMy ; while in our Howfe of Con^- 

Lmons diebates are carried oa with the 
jOiodrperfed good order and tranquillity. 
Another rea|bi}> Ww^vef^ may beafiigoed 

h fer (his^ibefidcs (he dilferencq of na^nal 
iithar^dcf .> . In 4be Houfe of Comu^gyis 

V Knut .great orators may be as , elpquept ^ 
<they will s xk^y^ xmj 4o honour to otur 
' :riaiiofi,Taflid to^he age in which they. Ijye, 

:,. by the >€pi€;rgy^ |he. fublimity of theii:,^a- 
] kilts i, >bv!t,syery^>p(^ ,1miows jf^t. their 

i^ , r?: 'eloquence 
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« 

bythe- people, that tliey firu3 it eafy tp 
enforce obexlience, and they . gene/ally 
make the ^ifeft and moft temperate ufe 
ofiheir power, . . 

I ha v^ been feveral times at the Na- 
tional Affembly, The debates \i\ this 
fecond legiilacur€ are U(^ interefliqg 
than tlu}fe of the Ccmftituetit AlTemblyi 
whepe al(no(l-4t ev^ry iitting focne pillar 
of the ancient fyft^m was thrown dpwni 
and fomc part' of the new fabric rtrfe 
inaje{lii:^lly f^on^iis ruias^ ; Neither does 
ihi^ ^ffenably difplay the fame bJ^ze of 
taie^ts whicb ^ftonin^ed and dazzled ip 
the f<>rn\er. Slie ^n boafi: of no Mir^ 
beau> no tr^nfcc^cJcnii g^niu% , w ,. 

M il y ^ oalhc aai|Jo piiuQii^ .,., ^ 

That thf Thel^q cf^gk bear, 
Sailing with fuprem^ dominion 
Through the azure 'depths of air— ' ' 

Yet Will !he fcar, and keep her equal way 
— *-~ kow far above the gr«t ! " ^ 

And one may apply to the genius of this 
affembly what I lately read in .^ little 

colleftion 
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cblKAlon of French Icttersi wh*re th<i^^* 
writer, fpeakingoF the talents for poetry 
which prevail fo generally in thefourhern^ 
provinces of France, the country of the 
Troubadours, fays, ^* Nobody has im-* 
inenfe riches of genius in this country 1 
but cafy, even affluent fortunes arc very 
common 1 and the fum of poetical wealth 
is upon the whole far more con(iderat)le 
than if a great deal were accumulated 
upon one head/* 

There is a fufficient ftbck of ability m 
the National Aifembly, animated ^s it 
is by the mofl important and exalted 
ciyefts. A member of the National 
Aflembly knows that he is pleading not 
merely the caufe of the people of France^ 
He is fpeaking at the tribune of Europe, 
and he is pleading the. caufe of all t|ie 
people of the earth. ' For it is iipw too 
hte for the bvers of arbitrary power to 
confider the French rcvohnioa. in tlie 
light in which they oxica affeded'to con- 
F4 fider 



to be deformed in the levifitfn^of ifr-r-if 
it Aoukl be found that tWcoAititM(K'ei<, 
inks pmfefK (hue, i% like wrUtc^^^r 
ftrtifted ' carnage, and that it . isjioj th§. 
poMitr of the drivers io putifome (ecret. 
dogs upon the wheels^ and prcx^ent^its 
going forward, while the patriocs iii vain 
la(b up the horfes-^tbent it is £udi the 
Jacobins will warn the people-'of:;the 
threatened danger, i¥itb that b^ld^" tbar^ 
ardent eloquence which btibngSt to 4ber/ 
apoftles of liberty. • ' '' ^ ^'^'/"i 

' I was at tlie Jacobihs^ when<1fc Sti^tfli^'^ 
French, and Ameffican coltiurs; f'iSrifteiitlll 
together with bantls t>f leurd Und^nattof^. 
ribbon, were placed in the hilli;' Ai&^^^ 
as the colours ajipeared, the • hitt'^'i^- 
founded with the acclan^atidiis of m^re 
than t*('0 thoufand perfons who were J)#^' 
fent, and whaimtnediately rofefrom^beir 
feats; the men waved thcjr hats in the av^ 

crief. 
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gl€*»rei^i^Vi« la Ejra6€ie/!4-A?iT^ot Jus.. 
natitHi^iibnss !*'^:Atche,iigfat ofthoff l)9()7(; 
net^ (oicA^n the ify tnbols of .wa^, o^^picH 
latioixyof ho'irop^ qaw bjecotpe^he pledge;^. 
of peace^ oCgQod wUi>of iiaion. between 
tkcnatioos^ ^very Iieartf^eoujdanimate^ 
\ididia'raci^ endHiriafm-, ev€i:y bofpoi 
thmbbedrwid^ fympathy, and every cyC; 
Mmii i^eiied wicb . tj9ars» The, colpurs. 
\mtc fixed ini tb^ibaU^ ^nd it was. pro-, 
pofed by Come of the members, and or- 
<\eted rbjr tjiie focicty^xhat the hufts of 
Hm^ jFrao Win,,AJg^^wa Sidney, Jean^ 
J»HVft.,sR,Q^fl:e*U> .and the Abbe de, 
I^t^t^Ct^QHl^ >l^^ p)^<^^d beneath Uie 
bwn<jTs,pf tljf tbr<pe ii^tions, . ^ ^ ^ . . ^ 

Qy^a(^bdeq!^;?er^Q(e4f^ugfi fhe haU^ 
MlI^erf«:W4»i^Pfop9fp4 :^t;^ljck l>qfls» 

Ifiould 
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Ihoiiid nifo in zihon time b6 pldccd; t^ 
h'eard with exultation the wdUknowiT' 
lumcs of thefc celebrated perfons, and" 
itcolled^ed with pride that I had the 
Honour of belonging to the fame country. . 
Surely that nation which produced the 
writings ^f Milton and of Locke, which 
gaye birth to Sidney and dambdeiij in 
dges when the reft of Europe were ilaves, 
ha& a claim to the everlafting gratitude^? 
^Ad admiration of ^mankind.: 

In this enlightened period of the world t 
more perfeft fyftems of* legiflation -may- 
perhaps be formed thai> England caa- 
boaft. Her Magna Cbarta was- ob^ 
tained, not in the illumination of the 
eighteenth, but in the Gothic ddrknefs of 
the twelfth century. «Sfe? can never be 
deprived of the moft glorious pre- 
eminence among; thechildrenof freedom ; 
^e, who cherHhed in her bofom the noble 
ientimentS'Of liberty, when the nations 
around her were funk in the moft abjedt 
y . ' fervitude. 
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rervi^u^e. If tbpfe nations now find the 
p^th qf freedom, it is by purfuing thct 
uack which England firft explored. 

The e3(ample of the revolution in 
America is fuppofed to have had con- 
Qderable influence on the French nation. 
And from whom did the Americans im* 
bibe their love of freedom ? They loved 
it becaufc they were of Englilh race^and 
had iludied the writings of £ngli(h phi^ 
lofopbers, and the examples of £ngU(h 
patriots. 

May England reftify the abufcs and 
corruptions which have crept into her 
government, by wife and temperate re- 
formation—may (he avoid thofe ftorms 
and convulfions which are only neceffary 
to purify the moral as well as the phy. 
fi,c?il. world from any mighty and fatal 
contagion! While France, has been 
obliged to correft her government by 
holding in one hand her philofophic de- 
claration of rights, and grafping her un- 

Iheathed 
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(heathcd fwerd in the other— may Eh- 
gland effedl the fame auguft purpofe with, 
no other arms thaMhofe of reafon— may* 
(he, without interrupting her national 
pro(perity, Employ the moft cfFcAual 
means of fecuring ics^ continuance — may^ 
(he direft that full tide of wealtH which, 
rolls through the land, to vi^titin'mlre- 
equal ftreams — and may there be *' no* 
leading into captivity, and no coinplaia«p^ 
iHginherftrcctsr A'TnMnu 
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LETTER XVTL 



THE firft NaTional Affembly, amidft 
the grcatnefs and extent of its la* 

430UPS, was obliged to leave to a fucceed- 
ing aflcmbly the tafk. of inftituting a 
plan of public education ; a tafk which 
will foon occupy the prefent legiflaturc, 
and will alone ferve to immortalize it, if 
well performed. 

It is faid that Monfieur Condorcet, a 
member of the prefent National Affem- 

^ bly, is at prefent eftiployed on this ob- 
je6l ; and there can be no doubt that he 
will execute the work he ha^ xmdertakeiii 
with that pbilofophic^ fpirit, and that 
.€xtenfivc knowledge, which he poffeffes 
in fo confpicuous and eminent a dt* 

How 
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How manyfoothing, how rnahj^ eom- 
prehenfive and* fitblime ideas dots this 
jAatt of "public education include ! Tiiere 
is fomething infinitely agreeable and dc* 
lightful to the imagination in the antici- 
pation of that pTo'grefs which the rifing 
generation in this country may makeih 
j^iifon^^ in phlldfophy, in virtue, and in 
vbapptQefs.; und the improvement of the 
Tifing generation cannot but be highly 
interefting to the friends of the JFrcneh 
^revolutions (tnce irfeems peculiarly for 
«hem that that revolution has been made. 
They will beft cnjoy4:hc4^heflts refulting 
from it. The prefent pa'iiriots of France 
may be faid, ligunitivdy ^jf"Wdr^«)i 
literally, to be placed in a fi'eld df b^M^i 
They hayclong-Toatcdprgudiclis^to 2^i^ 
qver ; ^bey have ancient orroQrs%%ff- 
^dtie I which perfiaps^ tare tnor6 ^idif- 
ficttk to be ^anqtiiihea than the cciihi^' 
binedt forces of Germany and*df PtKiffi^ 
In the aqguft tareer of libtny, thefe pi- 

criots 
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tfiots arc^acompaffcd with dangers, and 

befet with fnares^ .aad if they are now 

.enabled to keep the field againil thoTe 

^10 were- formerly their tyrants, it is by 

the determined, the unremitting coateft 

they maintain with vice, venality, aad 

^corruption. But through theclouds and 

ftorms which now obfcure .the French 

^ faoriz^on, it is eafy to difcern the cleac^ 

the bright perfpedive which unfolds 

•itfclf to the rifing race. We fee that 

the ble0^ngsi o£ enlightened fceedom 

-^vyai!L thqm, and we rejoice thata^fuic* 

able. edu^tioA wiU ^ualify»them. to .^n** 

joy th^eir difti^g^ifbf!^ jot; that xbe^ 

will be made (W9i|^y of their h^h de& 

*tipj?,^,a«d fit: guftr|[^ft9$ of that .better 

^^rd<;r QCtt^ingSrWhich t)My will bf; callisft 

\ipqa to maintiMn^ ,,,,.., ; , . 

> Mir^beau had.dcawii ofut # plan fC 

vf>ubUc. inftru&ipQi ..whiqh bet meant; to 

i^prefeot to the N^^^atV^eaEkhly ^vwd 

ihe iatended^ whf q^]^f^)eftioB.9ca$rdtf^ 

xu0ed. 
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cufled, to propofc at the lanie rime the 
abolition of the literary academies, or 
rather corporations, of Paris, which he 
confidered as incompatible with the 
fpirit of a free conftitution, and as in- 
juring inftead ef ferving the caufe of 
•letters. 

Monf. Chamfort, a Tnettiber of the 
French academy, had, at Mirabeau's de- 
"fire, written a difcourfe on the fubjed 
of that academy, which the d^th of 
'Mirabeau prevented his reading at the 
-tribune of ^hc National Aflembly. It 
is afa£t well known in France, that 
Mirabeau eagerly {ought and accepted 
the affiftance of fuch men as he thought 
were capable of furnifhing him with ideas 
worthy of his own high reputation.*^ 
There was certainly a *want of delicacy 
iti thus wearing without icruple, as he 
frequently did, thofe Uurels which were 
the r^t of another. But iihce he could 
'reconcile himfelf to borrowed applaufe, 

he 
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he was peculiarly fortunate in having 
Monf. Chamfort for his friend, who,, with 
a mind well qualified to lend ideas to 
Mirabeau, unites a degree pC Tcfenlfi 
and delicacy, which led hinx to refign 
with readinefs thofe claimt to fame which 
Mirabeau without hefitation made his 
own.. Monf. Chamfort is well known 
at Paris, not only as a man of the firft 
literary talents, and as poffcffing the moft 
-brilliant powers of convcrfetion -, but is 
alfo diftinguiflied forhaving felt and pro- 
fefled the moft ardent lovebfliberty,many 
-years before the revolution had brought 
principles of that kind' into falhion.— 
What has made this circamljance well 
a^emembered, is, that the fociety in which 
this gentleman conftantly avowed thefe 
fentimejits, was that of the. Prince of 
Condc J on whom it refle<5ts fome ho- 
nour, that he bad ftifficient tafte to 
court Monf. Chamfort's fociety, and 
ypL. II, G fuiEcient 
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fuffix:ient underfbnding to parcjon the 
independence of his fpirit. 

In the difcourfe which Monf. Cbam- 
fortgave to Mirabeau upon the French 
Academy^be paints with admirable acute- 
nefs, ^ith all the force of genius^ and 
all the wit of irony, the littlcnefs, the 
inutility, the abfurdities, and above 
all the abjeft fpirit which has prevailed 
in that fociety : but there is one paflage 
in this difcourfe, upon the ** prize of 
virtue/* eftabliflied in the French aca- 
demy, which ii in my opinion a model 
of fine writing, and I cannot refill tian- 
fcribing part of it. 

«» * Et d'abord, laiffant a part cette 
alBche^ ce concours pcriodique, ce pro- 
gramme 

* And not to mention that public advertifement, 
iSmX pefiodical annunciation of a prize of virtue 
JSqr Ae foUomfiiig year^ • I read the terms of the iofti- 
tution, and I iee this prize is defined for the vir- 
tues of fttch as are of the indigent chfs of cUlzeru. 

What* 
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gramme d'uu prix dc yertu pour Van^ 
nie prochaine, je lis les termes de la fonda- 

tion. 

What ! has then the dafs of the opulent yielded the 
palm of virtiTC to the poor ? No, aiTuredly. That 
clafs pretends alike with the other to the dzfplay of 
virtue. But the rich will not accept the prize. 
No; the* prize is gold, and the ncii would confider 
themfelves degraded by receiving it. I underftand 
them ; there is ' not enough ; and they difd^iin to 
take it. The rich learc it to the poor. Do yott 
then mean to pay, or to honour virtue ? Yoir 
furdy neither pretend nor hope fhe can be paid. 
You mean then to honour her. It is well. Do not 
then begin by degrading her, in placing riche« 
above indigent virtue. Oh, what a fubverfion of 
every moral idea, arifing from that excefs of corrup- 
tion which it is calculated to increafe ! Mark the 
abyfs from which we are ddlvered. Tell me in 
what cotporation, in what fociety, a gentleman would 
have been admitted who had accepted the prize of 
virtue beftowdd by a public affembly ! There ex- 
ifted then among us even a roture in virtue. Take 
back that gold which cannot recompenfe a noble ac- 
tion of the rich. Render to virtue fufficlent ho« 
mage to believe that /he alone can alfo recompenfe 
the poor^ wh0| with an opulent confcieocei can, ai 
Gz well 
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. tion, et je vois ce prix deftine aux vertus 
des citoyens dans la clajfe indigents Quoi { 

done ? I 



vdl as the rich, place a good a6lion between Hca- | 
Ten and his own mind. Legiflators, do not decree I 
the divinity of goldf in giving it as a falary for 
thofe fublime emotionsy thofe noble facriBces which 
£eem to place man in communion with his eternal 
Author. Your decree will be annulled — it is already 
annulled in the foul of the poor — yes, of the poor, 
in that moment when he ennobles himfelf by a gene- 
X0U8 a6lion« Nothing is more general than the fen- i 
timent which attefts this truth. Ah» have you 
not Ceen in thofe difadersy thofe evils which daim i 
immediate fuccour — have you not feen the poor, 
when at the rifle of life by fome great aft of 
eourage he has faved one of his fellow- creatures— I 
mean the rich, the opulent, the happy, for the poor 
•onOders fuch aB his fellow creatures in the moment 
when they require his fuccour— have you not feen 
that when, in the ^rft eifufions o/ gratitude for his 
prefervatlbn, the riph has prefented his benefafbor 
with gold-^have you never obfervcd that indigent, 
that friendltfs, forlorn foo of poverty draw back, 
andblufli ? An hour before he would have implored 
your charity. Whence then arifea this generous 
•motion of the mind t lln that you profane his 

lirtttc, 



done ? QjcArix l^ dire ? La claflc opu- 
lentc a-t-cl!c rclcgue la vertu dans la 
claflc dcs pauvrcs? Non, fans doulc, 
Ellc pretend bicn, comme i*autrc, poiiw 
voir faire edater des vcrtus. Kile nt 
veutdonc pas du prix ? Non, ccrtcs.-— 
Ce prix eft de Tor ; le riche en I'acccp- 
tant fe croirait avili. J*cntends ; il n'/ 
en a point aflcz ; il ne le prendniit jvim. 
Le riche Tofe dire, et pourqiiui no lo 
prendrait-il pas ? Le pauvre Ic prcnil 
bicn 1 Paycz-vous la vcrtu ? ou bicit 

Tirtue, ungrateful as you are ! You corrupt your 
gratitude. He has performed a good aAion^hi 
has enriched himfelf, and you treat him as if h« 
were poor ! Inftead of the divine fatiiffl^tion of 
having fatisfied the mod noble propcnfity of the 
foul, you fubflitute the idea of his material watiti* 
You fnatch him from heaven, where lie felt that U$ 
had fome interefl, to earth| where he knows that 
he has none! 

Oh human nature, thus do they honour thee I— 
When virtue lifts thee to thy moft fublime elevation, 
they bring thee gold, they offer thee an*alms I 

G 3 I'honorcZ' 
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rhonorez-vous ? Voos ne la payez pas ; 
ce n*eft ni votre pretention, ni votre cf- 
pdrance. Vous rhonorcz done ! Eh bien ! 
coaimencez par nepas Tavilir en mcttant 
la richefle au-deffus dc la vertu indi- 
gcnte. O ^-cnverfement de toutes les 
idces morales, ne de Texces de la cor- 
ruprion publiquc, et fait pour Taccroitrc 
encore ! Mefurons dc l*oeil Tabyme dent 
jious fortons. Dans quel corps, dans 
quelle compagnic, e6t-il etc admis, le ci- 
devaoc gentilbomme qui e6c accept^ It 
prix dc vertu dan3 unc alTembl^e pub- 
liquc ? II y avoit parmi nous la roturede 
ia Tcrtu \ Retirez done votre or^ qui ne 
peuc rccompcnfer une beHe a^kion da 
ricbe. Rcndez a la vertu cet bomtnage 
de croire que le pauvre auffi peut dtre 
paye par elle ; qu'il a, comme Jc ricbe, 
une confcience opulente et folvable i 
qa*cnfin il peut, comme le richc, placer 
wne bonne aftion entrc le ciel et U^i. 
Legiflateurs, ne dqcrctcz pas la divinite 

dc 



de Tor, eri Ic donnant pour falaire a ces 
mouvemens fublimcs, a ccs grands fa- 
crificcs, qui femblcnt mcttrc rhomme 
en commerce avec fan ecernel An tear. 
II ferait aiinalle, vocrc decree ^ il l*eft 
d'avance dans Tame du pauvre — oui, do 
pauvre, au moment oCi i\ yient de s*bo- 
norer par un afte genereux, II eft com- 
snvm, il eft par- tout, Ic.fcntiment qui at* 
tefte cette vcrite. Eh! n'avez-vous pas 
vu dans ces defaftres qui provoquent k 
(ecours gf ncral— n*'avei-vous pas vo qucU 
^vi'^un de ces pauyres, lorfqu'au rifque 
de fes jours tt par ua grand ade d« 
couii^ge il a fauv6 Tan de fes fembhu 
blea-r-tjc vcux dire, le riche> I'opulenr^ 
rheureux, ear il les prend pour fes fern- 
blables, dSs qu*il faut les fceowr ir ; lorf* 
qu'apres le peril et dans le refte des ef- 
fufions de fa reconnoiffancc, le riche 
fauve prefeme de Toi- a fon bienfaiceur> 
a cet indigent, a cet homme d6nue ; re- 
gardcz celui-ci, comme il s*indigne, il 
G 4 recule^ 



rccule, il s*etonne, il rougit— ime heiire 
auparavam il eut mendie. D*ou lui 
vient cie nob]e mouvement ? C'eft que 
vous profanez fon bienfait, ingrat que 
Yous eces ! Vous corrompez votre re- 
ConnoiiTance. II a fistic clu bieni il it4^w 
<le.s*;enrichir, et vous Ic traitez en p$u- 
vie ! Au plaifir celefte d'avoir (kisfajt 
k plus beau befoin de fon ame, WW 
fubftituez la penfte d'un befoin rmte- 
jriel ; voua le^anienez dq cicl, ou il dj 
qu€l^.ue chofe, fur la icne, cijtil»*©ft 
sien. ^ O nature buaiaioe I voili^ c^)iam^ 
ttn t'honore! Quand la.yertu t'i^le^Q.Jl 
ta plus grande hauteur/, c'eft 4f:Vsn 
qu!Qn vient c'ofirir, c'i^ftTauoiionjS.qii'cn 
te prefiwite !" - - ;-. 

« You will be difpoied to beli^veji |f99 
ibe above fpecimen, that in Fr^ncft ts^ 
lents ai>d patriotifm are^ as I have oflen 
igld you, in &^i& alliance. 

LET- 
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LETTER XVIir, 

THE Prince de Piemont converfing 
htely upon the commotions which 
agiiare Europe at prefenr, ended by 
faying, " Enfin, il faut que ccux qui 
veulent regner fc dep6cheni*." The 
minds of men, roufed and animated by 
the moft important and extraordinary 
movements, do, indeed, feem to lofe 
f/ght a little of *^ that divinity that 
hedges in a king,'* 

• lam not, however j always occupied 
by thefe vaft political difcuflions, but 
fpend a part of every day at the Lycee, 
a- charming inftitution, where learning 
feems ftripped of its thorns, and dcco^ 
rated with flowers, and where the gay 

♦ In fliort, thofe who wifh to rcign muft make 
kaftc. 

G 5 and 



stnd foGial Parifians cultivate fcietio^antf 
the belles Icttres, amidft the plea&rea 
and attraAions of fociety;: whild in 
England, where the art of being happy 
is certainly far Itfs underftood than in^ 
France, when we wifli to acquire know- 
ledge, we ftiut ourfclves up for that pur- 
pofe in fober meditation, and ferious foli- 
tude. Perhaps, indeed, the knowledge 
gained by folitapy ftiidy may be the moft 
piY)found ; but the knowledge acquired 
m fociety leaver x)n the mind the moft 
agreeable imprcffipn- 

The Lyc6e was formed in 17851 un* 
dertheaufpices of Monfieur the king't 
brother^ and'Monfieur d'Artoie, and 
was foon refi>rted to not only by men^ 
of letters, but by the mdl fafhionable 
perfons of both fexes. Lednres are 
given at the Lyc^c by the moft cele- 
brated profeflbrsat Paris, on natural phi- 
iofophy, chemiftry, natural hiftory, bo- 
tany^ hiftory, and belles letrres^ an# 
^45 the 
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fhe Greek, Italjn, French a»d EngUfli 
hnguages are taught. 

The Lyc6e drooped a little at the 
period of the revolutioor In the vioIeK 
cdnvulfion of that moment, liceratu?!^ 
and arts were forgotten. But the LfQ^€ 
foon revived} and though its former pa* 
fronsarenow at Gbblentz, preparing aqu 
attempt, of which the lefforts of hiftcM'jr 
they received at the Lyc^e ttiight traire 
taught them thcfollyandimpradticabilityv. 
that of enflaving a people who art dc*- 
termined to be free; this inftitution i^ 
rifing every day into higher celabrity 
Irom the emineat .abilitie&of fooie of tb<r 
profcflbrs. Of thear knowt^edgc in the 
different fciences they teach, I^ in mf 
igoprancc, am little qualified to judge. 
But I can feel the- charms of eloquemi^. 
and therefore find that chemiftry, whett 
taught by Monf. Fotrrcroy, is the mo{^ 
engaging, the moft eiichanting fcicncf 
iathc world, , . . i 



1'32 LETTERS 

. Monf. Garat^ ttiembg-y^f ^be fi4*ibiM«*? 
nonal Aflembly^ gives us kdture^.oa. 
Roman hiftory, no leis imerefliag tbaa 
philofopbical, and frequently makes. fuch 
A^blime applications Co the revolution, o^ 
France as call from my eye& tbue tfuurs q£ 
^delight and admiration^, .. i 

Sometimes our ftudies are accatn-k 
panted by fine muiic; andfometime&tfac 
AbbS de Lille^ the firft . French poet* 
recites his harmonious vcrfes. . . , . 
. Upon, the wbok^ the plealRires^of -the 
Lyc^e are perfeftly congenial to xny 
lafte; and it is tomeby far the xpoft 
^giieeable of all the vanous r^fources 
which this great capkal affords. Ixj^^ 
gr^ we have no fuch inftitution in LiOt^ 
don. What a relief wx>uld ibme peopk 
find 1(1 being able to efcape, for an hone, 
from thofe everlafting. evenings which are 
devoted to the dull vacuity of fafliion-; 
able conv^riation^ ox the fad repetitiosu 
of card'^affemblies, and to . ftore the 

famifhec}. 
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fiuMflted iiuad with a little dock of 
thought and fentipient, in (uch a fociecy 
as. the Lycee 1 

- 1 am furprifed to meet there with fo 
few of .my countrymen* Such of them 
as come to Paris in order to acquire the 
French language, would find at the 
Lycee not only the advantages of inftruc- 
tion, but of convcrfation ; fince the gen^ 
tlemen form a fort, of club every c\cx3» 
ing, wlien the journals, of the day arci 
read, an^its politics, difcuflcd.. 

The Abbe Sicard has at different times 
explained to us, at the Lycee, the man- 
ticv in which he in(lru<fts bis deaf and 
dumb pupils, fome of whom always ac- 
company htm. Nor can you icnagine 
any thing more affeding than the light 
rof thefe unhappy young perfons, con- 
demned by nature to lofe all that gives 
life its deareft value, the enjoyments of 
fociety, and, to find *< reafon at one 
entrance qvite fliut out»." But the me- 
lancholy 
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kncholf Winch thefc rcflcfftions inlfpire 
h foothcd, by obfcrving that the pu** 
pils of the Abbe Sicard have not been 
kft in this wretched condition. The 
Abb6 ftiewed us with admirable inge* 
nuky^ and with that enthufiafm which it 
is fo natural for a benevolent mind to 
feel in the exercife of its powers, by -^lat 
gradations^ be had led thefe childrerr,. 
whom he faid, when firft put underbid 
care, he confidered in the light of young 
favages brought from a remote country^ 
and entirely ignorant of his language, 
from the knowledge- of fenfible objefts 
to moral and intelledlual ideas. 

One of bi» pupils, a young man abow 
eighteen years of age, who accoaipanied 
)iim> appears to poflefs confiderable ta^ 
Icnts, and anfwered fome abftrufe quef- 
tions which were put to him by fome of 
the company, with wonderful acutenefs; 
He is the eldeft of a family of fire chiK 
drenat Bourdeaux, who are all deaf and 

dumb*. 



diBtiifb* Some time ago it was propofed 
to fend for bis fifter to Paris^ and place 
lier alfo under the Abb6^ Sicard's care.^ 
The young maoy. who poflefleKspnGom* 
mon fenlibility, was in tranfports of joy 
at the droughts of feeing his fiften In 
the fukiefs^ of his heart, he immediately 
Trroce a long account of her talents and 
good q\:ialities, and ended in thefis words r 
•« Et ellc ne rit jamais fans ncceffit^ ♦." 
Is there not a great deal included in this 
original kind oS eulogium > 

I ftnd little leifure fer reading amidft 
the hurry of Paris j but I have contrived 
to fnatch fufficient time for the perufal 
of a charming little book winch WM 
publifhed fome years ago at Paris, en» 
titled Jofeph, written in imitation of the 
Death of Abel by Gefner. This ftory 
of Jofeph is painted with the moft touch- 
ing fimplicity, and embelliflied with all 

* And (he never laughs but from ncceflEty. 

. the 
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the graces of poetical language. Some 
of the mod agreeable hours 1 have fpenc 
^t Paris have been pafled in the fociety 
of the author of this work, Monf. Bi- 
taiibe, a Pru0ian gentleman, who to 
fuperior talents and learning unites th« 
mod amiable manners. He has alfo 
publiflied a French tranflation of Ho- 
mer, with which the late King of Pruffia 
was fo much pleafed, that he ufed to fay it 
had taught him to admire the old Grecian 
bard, for whom before he had felt little 
veneration. In general, the applauf^ 
which a king beftows on a literary per- 
formance, may be thought of Icfs value 
in th^ republic pf letters, than the. ap- 
probation of feme heads not encircled 
with a crown : but the honpur arifing 
from the prajfes of a poet and philofo- 
pher hke Frederic the Second, is entirely 
independent of his royal ftation* 



LET- 
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XrOU have heard no doubt that we 
have had a f6te at Paris, on ac- 
count of the arrival of the foldiers dc 
Chateau- Vieux : but to give you an idea 
of all the difturbance, animofity, quar- 
rels, and contention which preceded this 
avic fete, would be fomcwhat difficukt 
For a fortnight before it took place, the 
whole town of Paris was thrown intdthe 
nioft violent agitation; The apprbacb* 
inrg war feemed forgotten. Francis might 
threaten, and Pruflia might arm; but all 
confideration of foreign affairs was laid 
afidc, and the foldiers of Chateau- Vieux 
folely ocaipied the pubtfc aitentiort* 
This Swifs regiment, called Chateau* 
Vieux, was one of thofc regiments 
which were encamped in the Champ de 

Mara 
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Mars before ihe revolution, and which 
were deftined to maflacre the Parifians^ 
diflblve iheitates-gencral^and lay wafte* 
the city of Paris. But the foldiers of 
Cliateau-Vieux difdained to adt the part 
which had been aiCgned them in this, 
bloody tragedy : they refufed to become 
the affaffins of the Parifians, and declared 
to their officers their refolution ta break 
their arms in pieces, fooner than employ 
them agaiaft the citizens. That foldiers 
fliouid dare before they drew their fwcmb 
todetiberate whether thecaufe wasjuft^ 
<»^taK when the word of eomraatid feir 
murder was giveor, tbey fhould refufe t^ 
obey^ becaufe mtirder is a crime-^was. 
an example of moralicy, which> if it ber 
came contagious, would> k was inui^edi* 
ately felt, prove abfolutcly defti'udive ta 
the good old caufe of arbitrary power; 
and it was refoived to punilh the foldiers 
of Cbateaux^Yieux for having dared to 
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I reafon^ when fighting was the only: thing 

for which they had received orders. 

The regiment of Chateau-Vieux was 

fent to Nancy in that divifion which 

I Bouille commanded, and there Bouill^^ 

' who had already formed his plan of trea* 

fon, attempted to light up the flames of 

civil war. He led the national guards^ 

[ colleAed in hafte from fhe neighbouring 

I municipalities^ againft th« citizens of 

Nancy, The foldiers of Chateau* Vieuac 

defended thefe citizens ; both parties 

weftf in the moft £iral error ; a profuiion 

of bloc^ wafr filed ; and Bouill^ on thm 

occafidfi a^ed a fie prehide to that deliga 

V of beti'ayifig his country whtoh* he had 

f formed at the vcrj moment when he 

Accept<ed the command of a confiderable 

fbfCCj and had fwom fidelity to the new 

government. Compared to the bafenefi 

of fuch conduft, the bold open defiance 

of the party at Coblcntz has fomethkng 

in it n;:ianly and honourable^ ^ 

The 
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The day after the acTtion at Nancy> 
when the ftreets were ftrewed with dead 
bodies, among which were two hundred 
foldiers of Chateau- Vieux, Bouille af- 
fembled a council of war, which con- 
demned twenty-two foldiers. of this regi- 
ment to be hanged, and one to be broke 
upon the whceL The laft words of this 
,vi6kim were, " Bientot Bouill6 fera 
rcconmi pour un traitre— -Vive la na» 
tion * !'*— and his eyes clofcd themfelves 
in death. 

A few of the unfortunate foldiers of 
Chateau-Vicux ftill furvivcd, and forty- 
two of them were condemned to the 
galleys, two of whom died on the feats to 
/which they were chained. Forty ftill 
furvived, and the National Aflcmbly 
paffed a decree for their deliverance. 
This decree remained long unfanftioned ; 
but, in the mean time, the foldiers of 

♦ BouilM will foon be found to be a traitors- 
Long live the nation 1 

Chateau* 
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Chateaii-Vieux received from the pa- 
triots of Breft all the fupport and confo- 
lation which their fituation admitted* 
The ladies of Breft vifited the galley 
where they were chained, and ftied tears 
upon their fetters, while the patriots of 
Paris wearied the minifters with applica- 
tions in their behalf 5 and the decree at 
length received the royal aflent. The 
foldiers of Chateau- Vieux left Breft, and 
came to Paris, in order to offer the tri- 
bute of their gratitude at the bar of the 
National Affembly, and to declare that 
the only ufe they defired to make of the 
liberty to which they were reftored, was 
that of ftiedding tlie laft drop of their 
blood for the French nation. 

On their way from Breft to Paris, they 
were received in every town through 
which they paffed with the moft cordial 
welcome. They were confidered as the 
viaims of the common caufe ; f^tes were 
prepared' for their reception j and bleflT- 

ings 
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ings were poured forth upon the National 
Aflcmbly for having reftored them to 
liberty. 

The people of Pari^ feeling the (apie 
impreifioos^ determined alfo to prepare a 
f(&te for their reception. The citizen^ 
made a voluntary contribution £pr this 
purpofe, and the plan of a very magnifi- 
cent proceffion was formed. But here 
the tale of difcord begins. The enemies 
of the public peace faw in this projeded 
|et« an opportunity of fomenting diforder 
and troubles, too favourable to be loft. 
Reports were rapidly circulated througjb 
Paris, that this triumphal entry of th^ 
foldiers of Chateau- Vieux was intended 
as an infult to the national guard, who 
had fought againft them. Placards on 
this fubjeft were pafted up in every ftreet, 
hand'bills were diftributed, incendiary 
pamphlets were publiftjed, the minds of 
the people became inflamed : it was aC- 
fierted that the fete would end in a maf*- 

facrc— 
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(acre — in ftiort, every thing was aflirtcd 
that paffion and party rage could fi)^ 
geft. 

The citizens, however, had gone too 
far to recede : the fete took place, and 
was the more lingular and interefting 
from being dripped of much of its in- 
tended fplendour. No perfon was fuf. 
fered to carry arms, and the foldiers of 
Chateau-Vieux, inftead of mounting a 
triumphal car which had been prepared 
for them, were mixed undiftinguilhed 
with the crowd. The fete, however, not- 
withftanding the gloomy auguries which 
had preceded it, paffed without the 
fmalleft diforder. 

The people, who were affemblcd to 
the number of between three and four 
hundred thoufand, formed their own 
police; and, finding fome difficulty at 
fetting out in marfhalling the proceffion, 
every one being ambitious to have a 
place near the triumphal car of liberty, a 

gardener 
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gardener picked a wheat-ear, witb.which 
th€ people confented to regulatejhe OjcdqE 
of the march, and wherever the whj^at- 
car. was carried, immediately rarigc^d 
thcmfelves in good order. . ,^ , 

Thus marflialled by a wheat-car, in- 
ftead of being kept in their places as 
formerly by the point, of the bayoneW 
the people, whom tlieir enetpies h^ 
accufed of the mod dark and atrocioyi 
defigns, advanced towards the Champ jjt 
Mars, indulging themfelves in all the q^ 
thufiafm of fimple and affedlionate joy. 
They danced, they fung hymns to libertj^ 
they filled the air with cries of Vive U 
nation ! . . % 

We faw the procqffion from, the apart- 
ments of Monf. Deformeaujc, in the Pa- 
lais de Bourbon. This gentleman, w^hq^ 
is a man of letters, was many years ^ 
brarian to the Prince de Cond^ i but> 
in(lcad of following that j)rinQc ta Qp- 
Uentz^ he his chpfen to ft^are the. for- 

tunes 
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uints of his cx>iimry • We have recerve^ 

from him all thofe police attentions for 

which the French have fo long been da& 

tinguilhed, and which I hope they will 

never lofei for why, in. acquiring the 

great, (hould they renounce the amiably 

qualities? — But to return to the fete^ 

The people do not always reafort very 

logically ; and therefore, inftead of con-* 

eluding, as they ought to have done, tlut 

lince the ariftocrates of the Palais dQ 

Bourbon were fled, thofc. who remained 

behind were probably good patriots, 

Uneir conclufions took quire another turn, 

Tliey could aflbciate no ideas of patriot* 

ifm with the Palais de Bourbon, and ac- 

cufed us of arlftocracy as they approach-* 

edm But they did not remain long in 

this error. They £bon perceived that we 

were entirely difpofed to fympathize in 

their feffivity, and alfo that part of the 

company were Englilh women. While 

the gentlemen from our windows repeats 

VOL. tf. H edly 



<jaijr«l^td out Jn aslo^a voiced ^i^^ 
i&dU)^/ -*«*Vivc' la natiofi'1*^' the ' peo^jTe' 
^fWertd'bjr ctying, *«* ViventUci ^tii^ 



r- have jtrft Iveard an mtereftitig -A- 
cmnftapce relating to a feldier ofCfca-' 
teau-Vieux, who is now come to Pans^ 
in order to tneec his old comrades, ll^fs 
ytfUrtg tttin was of the rfumber crfthdfe 
Wb6m tlicf couticti of war at Nancj^ Wd 
^oftdetrijaed to die, . He had gained the 
^ffcftioAS of a girl who vVas an'iihabltaht 
ttf'Nahcy. * Wkh that artguilh -c^h'eait 
<<rhich th6fe Who hive loved can perhSjf)^ 
cohteive, and which to thofe whoii'avfei 
not it were viin to defcribei 'tliife^ii'bvl 
hippy girl faw her lover led to excctfflin'j^ 
The gloomy proceffion patf^ji % tHt''^ 
hod(b In which (he lived ; and lArtficT 
cOiifufiort',' the tumult, and difi^i-der ^' 
caflonfed fey the number of foldidrs *Who^ 
w«rt *Jed ^geth»' to eiecutteaVirifl Vf- 

tn/titf 2 ^ *\ tibns 



qqp^ ^hix;h. aghatedthc fpcdlarortj tbU 
g^r)fiCG|nt4Vied to fnaccb h^c lover from 
tbeffate th^ threatened binxt and con« 
ccaled hitn in a garret of the houfe (ho 
mbabited,. How flic eflFcftcd this, it ia 
di^cplt to imagine : but you are not ig- 
noraqt tljat love is fertile in e^cpedicnts ; 
ao4^ hq>vmr€r it happened, the fa& is 
co^sjiw. lathis garret the young ma» 
iivff^ cqi^c^led from evepy eye but thafc 
ofjbip,.ajiftr€fs,.and'fuiiained by the food 
wbic]bsO??:R«T<;baf(;d: with the la{^ur of 
lx^j:.,^an^s^.and which flic brought to 
hic^({ jflr; fcicrct. You will imagine tha 
t^%Gat^[mth . which (he toiled to fup- 
Rl^f^bln'waxuis.of.hec lover, and the tears 
o;fj^fio4swrs. ^ud gratitude wKb which 
H5{b«lpe^,:j^€; band that minifliefcd to 
hi^jn^pefriti-es.' . At the end of two 
m^j^^tjUj hits fatbery a rich farmer in one . 
<4fi^ ^wif?;t<W3toHs, uncertain of th« 
^^ fii;feis^Wiy'<^il^» ap4:uiiabte)to<»^ 
d«t-^,^^j5,J9i9geri.tbc ikgf^nm «f iwfpwfei'^ 
Ha. arrived 



arrived at Nancy in fearch of his foni* 
Jn vain he fcxight himy in vain he cincC^ 
tioned every pcrfon 4ie met conc^^rning 
him ; no tidings, ncr traces of Vim were 
to be 'found. The wretched parent wan^ 
dered upand down the ftreeis of-Nanejr 
padtfp^ir. At length he was told that 
riiere wa^^a young^perfoni in^the towp^to 
whom his. ion had been ra.uch .attached ; 
aadlihe.^w%s .dire^ed to the hoiife w|ierc 
Jhe ry(>mg. niaa Jay. conceJiled . T^,e, gj rj, 
-;when qucftioned about her Ipyer, at^fi/ft 
.fu^e£led fooie treachery, and .^fJ^J^ 
^haying. 9Ay ^kngwledge of «^what had be- 
fallen him. But file foon perceiyecl i^i 
the tears whichilreamed plentifully down 
ihe old man's cheeks^ in the agony which 
feemed to be bending his grey hairs to 
the.grave^thc genuine feelings of nature. 
:She wept with him, and at length told 
-him, thatif he;would call the following 
day, (he would perhaps have it in her 
nower^to give him fome tidings of his 
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ibrU' The o|d man deparicJ : the girl 
flesv to tier lover, to whom Ihc dclcribed 
his figure ; and ihe young man recognizea- 
riie imag^ pf liis facheh TBt ri«xt day, 
when the old man returned; the girl led 
him in Tilence to the chamber where his 
fbn was concealed. You wfllimagm^ 
better than I can paint the fceiie that 
foliowcd— The young fbldier, after weep- 
ing a long while on his father's ncck^ 
Ibid hitii, in a Voice interrupted by fobs, 
whit h^e owed to the gcnerous^attachmcnp 
o^^his miftrefs J and the fither, with a 
ifeoulknd bleflings, land 'the affurance of 
an athplc provifion, jpined their, hand* 
to^ tli^r*; 
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LETT ER'-XXr-^'^^]' " 

THE ariftocrates talk much of tlie 
inconftancy and. volatile difpofi* 
;ion of cheir countrymen, an^ endeavour 
toperfijade you that the French, have 
taken up the caufe of freedacn.witjijtj^C 
fj^me fore of fondnels with whi^h ihey 
have uken up many oth,er fii(hion3 w|Uc^ 
arenovv ^^aft off; and infi0uate». thd^ lip 
berty and equality will rito^ lQiig,,r^ 
main a I'ordre du jour *. . r ^n 

I believe the perfons wljo thfnk ip t^iip 
ipanner will find themfelves decei ve^. 
What the orator terms, in his beautiful 
Unguage, ** the Corinthian capital ^pf 
poliHiecL fociety/Ms fallen for.^^ver^ffi 
thU. coufjiry ; and the period js g^rriy^^^ 

-^.:V).M.i ^♦'••fh;ofdei''offtWdir, ^''^ ^'■^'^'''' 

-?:;v' • ..a . . which 



which Shakf^care wiflied for when kc 
exclaims-^ 

** Let none prefiune' 
'^ To wear an ^ndcfervcd dignity. -. 

•• Oh, that cftatcs,, degrees^ and offices, 
•• Were not dcriv'd corruptly ; that clear Honour 
^ Were purchas'd by the merit of the wearer V^ 

« * You have heardi no doubt, of the ap- 
poihtnient which has lately been mado 
^f parrlodc minifters, all of whom belong 
to that fociety againft which* the houfe 
6f Abfbria is going to open a campaign; 
fc'b ih be hoped that; under the au^* 
1{^i<^e'sbfthk Jacobin miniftry, the affairs 
of the flfate \^ill be condilded with more 
energy, unanimity, and order, than they 
^^Ve hitherto been. For though the 
^B'i^neli have 'hbt' yet engaged in foreign 
\WrVh6ftilities ii^ve long ago com^ 
liiericed between the executiw and le^* 
^IflatUe' powers, and a warm lire taa 
©efeii tept iip on both' fides. ■ ^Theuiiibi^ 
which theTetwq ppwei;^ C?!.^^^ together 
li^ir-/; H 4 when 



i. 



might perhaps have ended' 'in li-^vefc&i,^ 
boibfofAthe Taivnary iiiterVt'XirioW (^l! Aiis 
sktw:dnm&Myy which poflcffcs thcxanfi.*^ 
JcKce of thcipeople; . . ..^ 

\TUe ^ourritxs, ljowever^,Iook;witJh:.i!K» 
fovourable^ eyc^upon tbcntf^riminiftem' 
A' gentleman of my acqaaiofance^ec^^i^ 
tbcTuillepieB yefterday mortiihgii 3whc(«; 
ftn jSLttistsAant called him laiides >and txrid 
Mloi that bnfc of ihe oriniQers indiidiat* 
momient left the king. ^ Asuk Ii.h9(ye 
6ich a ctrciunftihee to rcbte|*5>3ddied* 
he,^ (hruggii^iap |pi9i£ho!iiyM^V Mta^mB^« 
tto dftybt 4f^Mb .JWjJ;3v'il«fl€^qttei? 

mei^tely 'tool^ aldtriti^ .: }He>.<tDBCliided 
thai jf6n»' . , freOt > . cabumty ; tbad: .iftiaixi: 
place; that Tome new combination of 
foreign powers was Fdrrheci''agaiht!'the 
liberty of France ; s^^d enquired with tfa« 

utmoft 
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iicm<Pil9?r^^iiefi:^(i wfagc had hd^pcocdi- 
" l«v»g^oc?j-rw*/'/ rei]tj(n^d the ^ic^acI^ 
^^i V <iMe k, Jxiini{tF« n'avoit pas mema 

:&A.Hy b0awev9Ci>^tbat: cad be cxpeAed 

frooi) minidersy . ^(hout! buckles^ I havo 

no doubt the prefent^njiiiMilry widlf^peru 

fbrndj * One vay« important taik^^hic^ 

it .haus. to ; execute is that of fitidingi^ ct4 

iQcdy:: ior. cbe interoal troubles « excired 

hpifiAch oC.the.pfiefts as have refufed t6 

mke the oath of Oddity to the .fnew go^ 

venament.^ Thcore is, indeed» little rdU 

gi^i'M France; t^ot^tber)? is ftili a fuf^ 

fidbiMP degree-: ofrfuperftifioo and -igiuHr- 

i<ihre4n' &xiie<:i tht pfQvifiisc^j to gvfd 

th^i^pi?i*fb'i verydaiigi?r<Mis kflueftce^^v 

*^'SA g^tle^iaxtwhothu^Ued la& autuiMf . 

stiofarasahe foot of th^ Pyrenees, adkod 

aipeafaiit'df that4x>Qiiiry^ ^ofni be tskco 

to ^' >'*i '.. i : • ^ ' ■ . " ■ ; .:... I 

^ ^,W9,uW you believe that the nunifter wa» cvca 

withoift bucUcs ( 



i$4 *t^ t't fni' 

iti^hl s^iik,lidw he liked*hte-i^'6l\Jti6fr ? 
•* Jett^ l*iiii4ie' pasV mohfieiif/' faitf^tKc 

a detrait la religion, et le poii'^feir'^ 
notre faint pere le pape*.** The gftti- 
tlemah; after t-eafbhiftg with him al^Httle, 
ended by faying, " -Vous n'iiinaez- p« fe 
rSvoiarion, nion taii, et cepeiidant ^e^ 
ji cte'feite'pouf 'voui autres t Vbtis'vhmiz 
de fart^ la moi (Ton fans pafdr li diiirte 
a V05 prfitres." •* Ah't mdwfletlf,'<<4tt'- 
fWered the peafarit' With qtlieKHSfi, 
** nous aiimons kire^^lutioTTpmir 9^^^* 
«^ There is one tifing,^*''feld>a^lh^|i. 
keeper^s Wife to md ^ fewly, " •*' ivfii^fh 

* I do not love it, fir ; I am an ariftbcratc. 
They have dcftroycd our religion, aiiiftlic jo weir of 
o«r holy fether the pope. 

f You do not love the relation, my friend, and 
yot it has been made for yoo. You have juft ga- 
thered in your harveft without paying the tithe 
to your priciU,— -Ah, fir, wc like the revolution ' 
for that. 

hinders 
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: j»Kn ucing n gooc .patnot. 
2 -JcnoR' -yoii are irce in Lngiand, bur 
-siaai ymi are J&erciics ; an£ I am atiaid 
43k£ ^PCT}' lame thing wili iiappcn iii 
PiSBQce : moi, je caiionne *.'* 

TiK aajoriry of tbe French ziaiion^ 
liipii wi ij reafon ioo^-and with 4~«€h ki4> 
«e^ tiiat i believe iiipcrftiiion will i^aoi^ 
JK fasttthed &9IZ1 tius comxtry* Xjk>w« 
jbiige is dJiTufing iticlf enter die iand 
vnkfa mk inefifiiiik pragreis ^ ihc Ub^ul 
tgmmrm of philaiiyhy, liberty, a«Kl 

JSk^ tixitA testes of ijvings w<i the 
^pend is haflcnim imr wtien^ like t)i<e 
£xmeis of fummcr, rhcf« 0l>inidr» ^n\\ 

-. }ic ^1-blowJU 

♦ I retfon* 



H 6 L C T* 



- ;-.-.)■ ^.. •}.; •.,; 'i,i'.i '-^^iii.j:?! lliw uo^r 
';i ^M.E .'If^.T E.R^. iJ^^Jto ^lu ii gn. 

A^^klFmy of mine, who isfaftly oi^ 
-gon* to Totiloufe,' lAs feht-'»t^ ^^ 
from thence an account &f fomt *irbuttiJ^^ ^^^ ' 
fiances 'whicfi happened not- long iig^*i* • ^^'-' 
that ^attoPFfah€e,;an<J whk^b fte fagiworr'. 
areffil!tnuchi!hteftibjcdt ^-cxMi?ei4t!feiBiirl7 
I ftisffl' traiifcrib^ this^ ft^taSi^y^ Whft* vf ci^ ^ 
bclitrfe 'wSt fhtefeft iy6tti'-':*«rhatii ^wHv, 
novcfcMri^P, by-tBe iild tff ii'littla^iil4fr >n? 
tbiMmHc^yi and by- giving the 'c«»i^ 
ftantds ^hfch atatiaSfy hapjicntd a' he^lrt.^n> 
encd coIour-i-*5r taking hiSp*flk<:>*rl4"^'* 
daftriri^ with the foil glotv of r^- ivH^fr 
nature had' only tinged wiApalc^vibltti-^' 
alight ilmoft fpiii a vokithe frt)« tfecft ^-* 
raateriafe. *Tct, after iaH; nothing itta^ 
affeSKlig I& fimpKc%,: and noAirig^tjf^oiJ 
forcible iCs ttUt^ ^ i fbalHherefbt« fetidn -^ 
^•"•'^ • you • 



you die ftory exa&ly as I received it ; anct 
in fuch paxes of it as want interefti I beg. 
you will rccoUcdt that ybaare not r$rad-» 
iqg a ule of fi^k)n;'and riia^in'refd lifC' 
incidents are not always placed as they 
are ifi^»V»§lstsftuas,toRFpdti^qf:^^ pffe^^.^^ 
la {&m^ |^ts.of:the luvfUV^c yo^ ^iil^ * 
mectfiwi^i^ Utfte lonaonfie^ huc^perb^pi^. .. 
yoUfSiriilr )¥<3«df r).5b^^ yott njeqt. with nc« 
mowvjr.ifip^c tte fig;ie%eis,nQti ^n th^ ^ cold^ 
phiU^fep]^,^}jina((s of £figlaad, \^v ia; - 
the lvi|cTOi:eg»9*;i)f jhe foiub.of^FjraiicCr 
whvc sbi4«J|ginafio/i i^ etevatcd,, where • 
the {jjtJBpBSacquve e«raordi»ary einerg^v 
and ^b^Ki^thc; vfire of^o^i^ ^ChecikfrQcn; 
(he JpMgp^^f th^ Tro\]bil4Q^f^ amidfl: the 
f^ngft^l^rs^pf ihe^Qqitbic ags^ , 

den^^^^s^t^Parisi^ haying tcfv^led .^y 
far $f Taulpufe the year before the rev0» ^ 
lutigpg. w/ip, invited by a party of his 
ffiei3rf%3^o.JM;poi5p^y t^j^m ,to Bai^ge^,.^ 
tirh<aHblBe:<>f:iheitt weregpiRgia pia^,,; 
, ./ foil 



J^iit of amufemeDt, imd 9tl;i/^ \n^f9x^ii<^ 
a^Uh from th« medicinal' fpaitgs^v^ifih 
liicib plentifully, botlvkt hot Mid'^csM 
Hceamsy aoEioog the Pyrenoali moltalt^iaju 
This yo\ing PariGan, wlw baid ibiKK? 
tafte for ihe fublime fcenery o| otf|]re>; 
felt that it would be luxury iQ..lea,f« a 
liicle loQger the regular waJks which, art 
' has planted in the TuiUmcsi and rb^mtt 
gardens and jet€-d'eaux. (be has if(M!Qi0d 
ajc Verfailles^ to wander amoogftutimfi: 
piles of mountaiAs which dvtfrfaangiU€li 
other, aad Itft^n-to^ ibe.torivent^iiirhjebiaU 
do Jirn them with load and irrefifiible imr 
pcitupfity. ^ . ,,, . ' . :f 'i/ "M...^ 

*< Rich in her weeping country's fpotfs. Vei^^iDci 
M May boaft a thoufand feantain^; tKat cahH^^'I ' 
«' The tortured waters to the 'dSftaot!helHT*i« i ' '^ * 
•< Y^tlctme cboofrf«me^i<iiDTtdpt^'4<pr«u^af!irJ 
•* Abnipj and ihaggjr* wlif nee a foaip j #rpWAj| j -^i 
'* Like Anio, tumbKng roan.''-— » 

- What powerfirifeAfatidnsftees the fi^ 
rricw of iijcbftXfieftc piod^ctU^W^fotm 

.-♦.•-. .; .' -to 



to'bi!|t<i a new ^xift^nce— every fortne* 
imprcffioti is^ for a while erafed fromtlic 
Uiemory, and the mind fcek enwrapped 
and ioft in the ftrong emotions of awe, 
a(ftonifiHtient, and admiration. 
^ Bareges was crowded, as it ufually i^ 
in thefeafon, not only with French com- 
pany, but alfo with ftrangcrs, who travel 
iirom* other countries, in order to ufe its 
celebrated baths. The company amufcd 
tliemfelves, as they generally do at water- 
drinking places^ by launtering, lounging, 
itatdsj lecteries, jeux-d*efpric, and fcan^ 
du\.y^ • ■• •'••';■■ 

Bareges is a very expensive place. 
Evjpn moderate accommodations muft be 
pu%iiared, ajt a high rate; and provifions> 
as w<e;l^^ lodgingsj, are fometimes ob^ 
tainedwth difficulty; Bareges is there- 
fore 'i%ldbirire(br ted to by any but people 
of confiderable fortune, who can afford 
£9' level tbe obftaHes wbicli mduntiins 
iiite>poft to^ tfceiiTt convenkfttis ^^«nd 
/^ comforts. 



<MaSimrbJ^ tluB aUvfubd«ii%rfor$a }p|t 

Among »iic«aber.«f :pct&r^MnOl^ 
an^Jfottone^^ there:' w^s^JnKMreimf «mc fiifi! 

Tlife family fcottllftai pfaiLclderly Infihu.; 
Frmch officer^ who had l^ng^beciiv af%. 
fii&ed Willi the paUyy-and 1m3 cUiJgHt^^' 
a .young womaa abom niac^en y^%\ 
of age» Their appearance and ni^^oE 
liriflfg'j€bji€d^o indicate, that^ tholigh^ 
ia feateli of fclicf thisdld ofiicerrbadr 
j(nrojacycd to fiaregM, he b^mA^doiaig:? 
far eaEceedad theV bounds of eednooft^ 
wJiich his circumftanccs prafcribed^. itnd^ 
wa* forced to deny Wn^feif iwery^tc^m^i 
modaripnhisinfiiwiticsicoald^piW. tfeo 
lired 111' the mcA retiiccd^ltimiMk;*' ixTrtfaftc 
w<]lrft! lodging, at Bar^iges^^^aad^iv^killeiilibc 
oth^fijadi^s w^re dre(fled ^a %Jeog 4s^: 
petifiye J^riety aad prpfuikmirhUidaiigfak/ 
t«?wot3eao<ily a)pfaialitafitt.gow|?^^hifcli»ii 
ihoiigb iUw;^^*^^ cl»n4iWas.cofwfci^ 
iuivp... *and 
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c;^reful, tepdemefs (be ufed -iq Imi : l>iTi!» 
alpng the fti-cet of Ektr^es, wftlfki^o&ilw 
(io.weft pace.flie coi)Id,.and«^plHii)@r]^i$ 
ft^ps.,4sh^mave4 feebly, aft,-, And w,b^n 
^ wa^ not able to. vea^ice^Q^t), (be ,iA<at^ 
feep at^che windpw of their little parloi^ 
fielding in ordeir to em^rtain him. iidr 
looks and ^ manner aano^ioced. that issjr 
difpofition was. naturally fprightly^-afod^ 
that (he would have been gay^ i{ ber 4k^ 
tiier bo^d not been fick. But all .the 
clieerfuinera'Ai6^,C9uld ai{iimenW^rctl4 , 
fulfered) was exerted toanxu&t)iin«i#«»^ 
piorten the tedio\|s bour^ of laqguciir i^nxi 
debility. ^ . , . :. 1 

, Though MadeUbew^b^dfop^ey^Uwl 
^bfcurity and redvi(ioQ iojybkib^OiecUf o^ 
^vtkt^td ber frpfn the-CTViyi of tfe^L^rW 
H^eo^ They l^new w^U f^noxigfa tiiac tbfl 
genflecnen at> Bareges wwe &>t ib^ mofk 
fSTt iDM j^ the w<)dd| wbo^ i(kMi^ 
^fy m^y: adftir^beAuty* aad4ppr(>YO}oi 
WW*j iWfl *EV«fe^t:5*H:4wfi«i»fi9n» 
;/: tcndpr 
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render or irioral (enttment as to let it ra« 
tetf&t mbftr with thtir vanity, their am* 
Vkiiaif or their intercft. Although the 
FVerich revolutibii had not yet happened, 
thdc ladies were aware tliat, wirh refpeft 
vo ttiarriage, the age of tahulators was 
al#ebdy come, and therefore no rival 
was CO be feared in Madelaine. The 
ladies joined with the men in admiring 
tilt graces of her perfon^ and the amiable 
qualities which her condud difplayed, 
Mtadehiine in (hort became the obje£t of 
g^Uferal efteem. 
- Augufte, for fo I (hall call our young 
Parifian, who has loft his title fince the 
kin^si'df equality have been eftablifhed 
lup his coontry—Augufte (poke Icfs of 
Mi^^lainb than the other gentlemen at 
Bareges i- but it was perhaps becaufe he 
t!bcMigfai:x>f her more. Sometimes in hta 
fiii^itary morning rambles he ufed td mftktf 
compaTifQAi betweoft her «wd the ^ P^rlu 
fisutlttdi^ fiUrtoftg whom he had ^flW 
- , . the 



tb^, winter, 4o4 4ie «;»tr^,ariC9f? ^^^^f^^T" 

di<^« meditaniQns w^? , <penaii>}ytmuch ,in 
Madclaine's fawur.. Perhapsr at P^ris^ ob 
Yfrlailles, A^guftc migljit hive. .bcc% 
4a?zkd by. the poIUhcd graces ot a^fin,^ 
lady rouged, powdered, perfumed^ a^cU 
CK^uipped for conque^. Xhefe artificial 
attraAions might perhaps have accorde^^; 
Wjirll enough wich clipped trees. and. ^an*: 
l^l^r liV^Ucs. . But Madelainefs iittiple. 
^on^rs^ Madeline's aatural tmjlf;s ^i^; 
unftudied bluCbes were far more in yniibn. 
wih the.Pyrenean m<?unta^os.. ., f j ^ryf 
, On? eveniagt whenAugufte was ,^?Jfc^f 
m&in:fiit tO)VftQf ^r^gje»;Vvij;|V;fb^ 
4ics j he faw; Madciaiflf at,.% little 4}^^^^ 
afljftiqg wifh grca^ 4ifficj*ljcy t^^/"|(Ppff ^ 
l^r factual vW^^a appeajedfta<JjjB|^^^^ 
:i|;^h.f ^4. A^wfte datt^ likft?n aircfW 

aod then 4*«¥ft!f«nW«lV/ar;%«d^f^ Sgi^^P' 
',^ violence,. 
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^'if>l6ficfri obliged Madelaihc, ^ho was 

|)aW ^hd tremWing, to ict go her fathci^ 

anm/.and*fuffcr tijitt to affift the fervant 

m reading him home, which ^'as But « 

fiew tlcps farther. Augufle entered the 

lib«re, where he remained till the 6ld 

"o'SiceKwas a little revived ; and, after 

prcvaSingupon Madelaine to take a few 

hiriniofn drops, iieretired. 

!*tl'fiehext niommghe fcit that com- 

fltioh civility required he (hould pay the 

©td officer a vifit, and learn how he had 

paSed the night. It Jiappened that 

Madelaine had the rcty 'fame' idea; 

♦•"Surely;*^ thought (he, **« it win be 

Vfery^'ftfearlge iTthis young man, wht> vtrh 

?6'¥fhA,%careRilrf my^h^^ andwTw^ 

^^^fc'ine tate fdme* h^tlhdrn dw^s, 

feolJMlaeglea'to call and'enqtrirc aftar 

W/^^' 'Y hir* idta liad corii^ zttofs hdc 

rtfitTtf fevfertd thncs ; and ffic Wai mtd*- 

tSdtfg bpoil it tit her'fathelrU'btafiat, 

^flSc^AftgtifteVatftnn^iksed^^^ '-^^ ^^"^-^ 

^--i-'-^- The 



TJjc^ld officer* who^tladjall the finilhw 
^ poHtqxiefs of hifiCOtiDCky;ahd hftrproi^' 
f^flicai,. received hkim in difinadit ddiisK 
teotfs nwinci;; arui,. itboujgh hefpoke- 
wit)i,fQa?cdiffiiCuJty,. yet hcwaspwrfufo' 
in.ackoQwlcdRtnents for tbclKryice Aci^; 
gaftp hs^. rendered him. Madekitfcfs 
tfaonlui were ifew, acd fimpiy exprefic^ % : 
i)ut the t;o.ne . in .wbich Jthcy w«r^ 'u*-^ 
«ef?ed: wis fuch that Augiifte Mx) h^cbuM' 
havCffacrificied his lificito Jiaflre:defrpViedi% 
them,, . :, •. T .... ^ . -• ^^ -1. 
. The x>.ld officer iliU coninwd tfickfj • 
and therefore Augufte ftUJ toofideced itn 
as an indifpenf^ble mark .of attemioDiifoo 
go.ever)( (ky, aad iearw^he ftatiriDf Apsr- 
iieakh* : He alfo beg^nto ftel tfaattlaefe'i 
vifiis be^ajme everyday mtorc jniBcrtEay " 
to.his^own happinefe. That happinefei^ 
vidfl i/ideed ei^kr?red l>y ce»y :paunfal; ; 
refl^^^ipps. :JHp.vyeil kwwidjuc .tockiJb-c 
tain Hi^fathfj fhe Cpuot jdc ^— ^*a vQQn,-r 
fent to marry Madelaine, was as impof^ 
, _ ; fible 



1?blfi::jifeJt li^i'fbflTimrdf to tcohqiier 
^W paflSoh (he had inf^ired. He* kne\;^ 
c«a<ftlyibe order* in wliidi his fatTier*s . 
^n^tairies ivcAild run on this fabjc<S» FIc 
was ftware that there were two niterrO' 
gatorics tabe anfwered . The fi td was — 
^.S^o^mahy thousand livres has (lie a 
yeai??*' and thefecond— " Is (he rtoble?^ 
A^d notbiag could be more embafrafTing 
tlt^B t^ai' the enquiry concerning fortune ' 
^m\if he was fure, coflie firft; fince 
tl^at was the only article which could' 
notf-bc anfwered hi afatisfadory tnin- 
ncri for to Madelaine's family no ob* 
jeftion could have been made. By the 
waf;,Vthdttgh the former nobility * of 
Ff^fwrc would • not abfohitely * contarrti- 
iWjterihepufc ftreams of noble blood by 
an'tjuawm- with the daughter of d foturier^' 
Aey had-dways fcifficient gehcrofity 
to C4tbace Tbrtie generations of lidbilitf' 
in-rfkvour of a proper equivafeiif m 
weMtb,' •• • •■•■■' ••<•■"■:--.' 

''■■'' AugTjftc, 
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tlie ii^pofllbilitjr of d^umiiaig hifcfi£h<r'ii 
coofi»t to lus Aarriage^ did jmk .|N|f 
Maddahie one vifit the-k& froQitiM 
coafidendon $ and wben the ufual hour 
of his mOt arrived, he d&eft <fuddeoly 
broke a chain of admirable fsea&ning on 
the ioipnidence of his attacbmcat^ ia 
order to ballen to the dwelling of her he 
loved. In aihort time be ceafed all 
kind cf raoibmng on the fut>je£t« aB4 
abandoned his heart without rdcri^ to 
(be moft violent and uncon<)uec«We 
paffion* ... 

Augufte-made a decUralion to th9 
old officer of the /entia)CM$ whkh hit 
daughter bad infpircd* The oki lientfe* 
man' mentioned k to M«delaine, and 0mi 
only anTwered by tears,, of wbtcb hl^plK^ 
jfe&Ijr^mderftood the meaning.^ Whrit 
Am^e ej^plained his fkuarion :iku1iiv* 
fpeft to bis father* the officer defined bim 
to £taik of hts^daughier no more. 4u« 

guftc 
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L to htnaho :* iin»if 
CM^cA^iflMc^ jMid tke cficcr Mst^ 

laiKf^ jriikb left Um lustber tbe pcnm 
oOf Afe wifli ta forbid tbem. His com* 
plaims iionrafipd every day^ and :Wcra 
jBRCQiAed with many alarmmg fympconL 
'^^leisafonfor tbe wwceis o£fiiEur^r«ia 
mniivpift^ aAdnU'cbedoapaay le&tU 
|il«ie^.Wfiept,die;cld tiffioory ^o>j«ftM 
t iOx r tak to be rvmimred^ nnd:iaip$b^ 
idtoy ^vflttie Madebune ^fipnaiittdy fasd 
no power to^ear bimfelf from thei^iplbQ 
ltoita#w weeki the oM oAcarifelt (hat 
iii# <i^i*g^ h<tortMis neatr* ' AiigaSstkikk 
^tA^HMtimt at his b^dfidb^htrvoiob 

(Mt^ piMf<er'«a anlcukte^wlBniidfifr 
ariilAY& tbRt^he wouki^d€f¥oto'hHifKfi^:iQi 

aAtfdr^Ki»a his^yes^^OimiloblDdfacittitt 
aoi^ety $tpm ha dMglKdr,^(id JbiMfter 
'*i*ta,. II. I expired; 



c«pi««d* » » Macklaine OToamed Son\ bcc 
faihertwith tincQBtroul^d affliifldabi 'nor 
oaukl 'xUihe;atteDdoo5 of her i(»rdridi(^ 
pet that atigutfh v^kh wbith i hjtf affire^ 
tionatc boart iamoited the lof^ ofiherr 
parwti; •:■•..•'.■ '..-{•.. '.M... . 

The'wiflitcr beting fer advanced, Jhc 
pjopofed to dtfer her 3<HJtn^yi«>c*bc^ 
diftant province wbereflje amlfiejbft-t^ 
thcf :h^ lived, until fprifig, aad ?0;pbiQiH 
bedSdf la tbeincan time ii^ arcdi^roit noc c^ 
far from Bareg^Si ALiguftie.;cxcrt»d?.alLr 
the eloquence of Jove to induce; iiexl (to ^^ 
coafent immedi^y to: a.^^lVate imair«.;: 
riage.: Sbebeficactdatthi^prcipofiiU'ftfid: 
wfaile they- were . converfing tcx^etlacBr jdii^q 
the ibbj£^<&) the door pf-^tberoonviiii^ 
wbich they were fitting- i¥a&.fudde(i^. ^ 
Jy.throwA- open, and Auguite &w lits 
fathci: ; the iCoujD* de -^— ^ einten Hf: 
bad beard. of the .attachment whieH^de* 
tailed his Ton ^\Bareges» ^axid bad\ 
hafteoed to tear |)im from ^e fpot^bo^ , 

t . , fore 
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foMiit was too late. He ^ifjbraidcd his 
ion ivith great bitteroefs^ and began alio 
to bpbifiid MadeUine: but there was 
foQ^tbing in her looks^ her iiience> and 
her tears^ which ftifled the terms of 
haughty reproach in which he was pre* 
pared to addrefs her ; and ordering bis 
fon to leave the room, he defired to fpeak 
to her alone* After explaining to her 
the ^ablfolute impoifibility of her being 
ever umted to his fon, and his deter* 
inioatioa to diiinherit him, and leave his 
whole fortune to his fecond fon, if Au- 
guikihould perfifl in his attachment to 
her^^after endeavouring to awaken her 
prok aod her gencrofity, he defired to 
kaow.where (he* propofed going. She 
toldiiiaa her intrntiDn of placing herfclf 
immediately in the convent of ■ He 

apprbved of this defign, and left her, to 
gcrto hU fon.' No fooner was the door 
of *^he room (hut, thin Madelaine gave 
way to- tliofe tears which (he hadfcarcely 
1 2 heea 



tieen able to reftrain wfaile the Count was 
fpcaking. She had never felt Cbfenfibly 
ifer orphan condition as at this momfent; 
and the dear- remembrance of her fond 
father was iriingled with the agony of* 
difappointed love. 

Mcantimethe Count de declared 

to his fon, that his only chance of ever 
obtaining his miftrefs depended on his 
abfolute unconditional fubmiflion to his 
•commands, and that he muft inftiantly 
attend him to Paris. Augufte eagerly 
enquired what was to' become of Made- 
line j and his father told him thatihe 
had "determined to take fcfiigie \ri the 
convent of -^ — ^. Augufte abfoluitely 
refufed to depart till he was allowed ah 
interview with Madelaine. The<!!ount 
was obliged to confent; but before ^e 
iuffered them to meet, he^ 'obtained ^k. 
promife from Madelaiii^liot to'mention 
to her lover any particulars of tbe con- 
' ' verfatlon 



f 

rer&cdan MJuch lad paflbd between licr 
and-dieCoonr* 

' AiigoAcy ia this laft imcnrkw wkh 
MadeUin% aifiooed (or (be cruel difdaio 
of his iatber, bf d&e mdl {olecan juxd 
pafliaoate afluraaces of fidelity, iioi :a be 
Hiakcn bj time or drcamiiaace i aod 
thea^ after attemptiog to leave the room 
feveral times, and retuming as ofteUf he 
^ length tore himft If awa]r« Maxlelamc^ 
when (ht Um bua depart^ felc that eveq^ 
csurtUy hope had vaoUhedwith him. 

She fet out early the oejct moxaing 
f0X ihp cooveot, of — — ; but not till 
fkfter fli^ bad fat for (bme dme weeping 

fn,j(he cbaic which AugujQte ufed to oc- 

y .^^^delasne pafled i^ remaining part 
pf the wint^ in the convent of -— , 
4wipg whi?^ period (hq received fre-. 
quent /letters firom AugMfte ; and when 
fprjng, arrived, h^ ^.c9ojur^d hQr^ in- 
j^ead pf removing to her own province,. 
1 3 to 
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to rdtnain a little lotTg<^ •lA'he^pfcfgiit 
ifituuicfoA J ami flattered' ' her wi A Ik^^^s 
ijrfbefBg^bte ere long to fulftV thtff€!n6ri'- 
^agewerrtsnpon which ali Hii fia^iri^fe 
Upended.' • ' .' " ' " ^^^''^«-^-^':>:5 

In the fummer of this 'ycfar*tfh"*v«i* 
look place which wfli render that rattifeier 
forever memorable. The Freticti rii^ 
tion, too enlightened to bear iny loftg^i* 
thofe monftrous oppteffionis whfch'i^nd^- 
laiice of its jiift rights alone fedd4?o!^ 
rated, Ihook off its fetterf, kttd AettWi 
•llition ivas accompliflied. ^ ' ^ y-'r,- 

Madelaine was a firm friend^ t^ 
revolution, which (he was told had made 
every Frendtman free. *< And if every 
Frenchman is free,^' thought Maiist^afniq 
*' furely evory Frenchman may cnanf5( 
ihe woman he loves**' It appealed to 
Madelaine, that^ puttmgall politicalcen* 
fiderations^i pbints upon' which ih&had 
not much meditated, out of the qiseftion^ 
Obuining liberty of choice m -tninTtg/t 

was 



wa*)^n«'w€ll worth the troubk of a re- 
^^s^iph J, and (be was as warm a patriot 
fri^m this fingl^ idea> as if flie hadftudied 
tfa^ de^laFation of rights xnade \yy the 
Conftituenc Aflembly^ in all 4t$ extent 
s^id confequences. 

The CQunt de ■ , who was informed 
of , tbc , correfpondence between the two . 
lov^rs^ aod who f^w little ho:>es of his 
fpn'^fubdqinga paffion which this ioter* 
courfe of letters ferved to cheri(hj con« 
tf^v^ mea»8 to have Augu(l:e*s letters 
intercepted at the convent. In vaia 
Mfldelaine enquired with all the anxiety 
of tendcm^fs for letters. In vain (he 
eonnted t£e hours till' the return of the 
jjoftt^daysv' Ppft after poft arrived, and 
brought no tidings of Augufte. Three 
months pafled in the cruel torments of 
anxiety arid ft^fpenfe, and were at length 
ftrctcedcd* by dcfpair, Madelaine be* 
Ueved' ihe was forgotten — ^forgotten by 
Ai^ufte !— She confiilted her owahoBt^ 
1 4. and 
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and it fccmcd to her impoffible*; yet, 
fifccr a filence of three months, (lit could 
doubt no longer. r 

Poor Madelainc now recol!e£led with 
iingui(h» inflead of pleafure, th4t all 
Frenchmen were free. . She w.Quld haVtj 
fouiid fome fad cgnfolariop in believing 
that all Fr^dchmeu were flaves. It would 
have been fome alleviation of her Tor- 
XQ^^ if Apg^fte had bepn rarcpd cq 
ahi^^do^her; Mdihe fancied IbV^?^ 
l^aye bornp to lofe hJcp, if flii^ hftd Wi^ 
fure that he ftill lov^d h^r-^it was loTmg 
hlqi by l^.i^ ^wn fault th^ filled her heart 
with pangs almoft infapponablf. \^ 

Th? little pittance which Mad<?laiae, 
After pftyifl^b.er fatbex's.debts> ,h«d/ left 
fQrher €^wn fupport,.was infufficieitt to 
defray, ber expences as a peofioncr ia 
tjie ^onYcqj:. She had already, by her 
fweetpefj and gentlenefs, gaip^d the aflfec- 
tjphs qf fome of the huns> to whom (he. 
wdtS.alfo attached^ a|id who inceflandy 

^ conjured 



conjured her to take theyciL " And 
why,** 0^ fcinetimw exclaimed^ ** why. 
fhould t hefitate any longer info doing? 
Since. Axigufte is lod, what have I. to 
regret |n renouncing the world ? .What 
facrince do I make ? vi^hat happinefs do 

I^efigu?"; \ , \ . . 
, Mad^laine had no ties to the w/oi;ld, of » 
which (hCj knew but little : but to fepa- 
fate herfelf irrecoverably, and for ever, 
frocn himtowhom herfoul was devoted— 
to, fee him^ to hear his voice no more— 
to take vows which would make ic even 
a cripie to. think of him— to baoifli him.; 
eve n from her thought?— -alas ! Madew, 
laine felt lij^e Eioifa — 

^•Aaisiiot'Hm'n'sWKil* Abelard has pai^t^ , **'• 
V fitUl vAA nature holds out h^i mj hmtt i^ ' 

Soiiietimes too the idea occurred that 
Augjaile might' love her ftill — "And 
afi>'l then/' thought Madelainc^ *^ ^oing 
to rediice myfelf to a Itate i^ which £ 

/'" ;-'^^ •' •' Is ' ' ' '' (hall. 
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(hall be forced to wi(h te^vwreoiirfalrt*. 
ful, in order to fave nie fforii Ihi^^gdlftel 
of remorfcf ••*-^She put ^iF^'alUchoA^hts 
of entering on het ndViciate f(5r fotee 
weeks longer— No letters arrived, and 
again her refolution to take the^ veil re* 
turned. "Why/* cried fhe, *« why 
fliould I ftiH continue to lanieht that in- 
conftant lover who thinks of me* Ao 
more ? Alas, alas, did he nc* fee'^he ah- 
guifti'of my foul at parting with Tiim?— 
Does he not know the deferted fituation 
in which I am left ? — Oh, yes ! he knows 
I have tio other reftige, ho other refourtre 
than taking the veil-^no doubt he wilhes 
to hear I have dorte fo — ^^he will find in 
my renunciation of the world fome ex- 
cufe for his infidelity — Oh Heavens! 
will Augufte hear then that lam fcpa- 
rated from him for ever, without one 
figh ^ — Ah; why need I deliberate any 
longer ? — My trials will foon be paft — I 
feel that my heart will break*— yes^ death 

wiU 
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ftiillfiiidQif fadierJ" * 

^ ^? MtdcUiae at kiig(b determined to^ 
JQiiMheiholy fiftcrbood of.the.conveiUL 

! The white veiLfojr her Boviciate ifos 

I prepared* The day was fixed, wheti^ 
pfbftrate whh her face towards the earth, 
and wkh flowers fcattered over berj and 

f a pai¥ of her long trefl^s cut ^ff, (be wa^ 
tQ^.enter tipon that folemn trial pre- 

I paratorj to her eternal renunciation o£ 

j the world-'-of Auguftel 

f p X A few days before tlfdl which was apr * 

pointed for the cerenM&y,.Madelaine was 

called to the parlour^ where (he found 

^nlovec^ with fome of the municipal 

O^ers of the town, wearing their na- 

. .JMadclaine, at the fight of Augufte^. 
with flifficulty reached a chair^^ in whi<;l> 
%e fell back fenfciejS-, whil^ Augtiftc 
could noit forbear uttering fonie imprc;^^ 
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cationa. againft the iron g«at» hy'^ki^ 
thqy vref e feparated, an4 whtokpoMCVKod^ 
him from flying ta^ec affiQamtUiix.Hc^ 
hQw^isep, procuped help, avid NEtdelame 
recovenod. ■ 

Oae of the mvuucrpal oftoeFs tJ^f a in* 
formed her, t^iat |hey. had- received thei 
day b^fi:>re a decree of the Naaoii«^ Af- 
fenvbly^ forbidding any puas la be prcH. 
feffe4» He added, that the municipality, 
had already given iAforoiatiQB of tbHa 
new law to the abbefs, wha.hadco^r 
Tented to allow Maddaine ta leave the 
con vem immediately. AabeproopuAoed 
thefi^ laft words, Maddaine looked at 
her k>ver. Augqfle bafleoed t<^ ex^ 
plain ta hi:^ that hi^ uncle^ who loved 
him and pitied his fufferihgSy had at. 
leogtk made a will, leaving him his 
fortune upon condition ihat his father 
confence^to his niarriage with Made* 
iaine. 

4 When 
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Wheix H^ k^rer and the muaigpal 
officers' 4ep^ise4^, Madelaine retired to 
hct a^artOMPtj t9 give way to thoTe de- 
licious tears which were iK>ui^d frpqx 
a heart overflowing with wonder, thank- 
fulncfs, and joy. When her firft emo- 
tions had fubfided, (he began to pack up / 
her littk wardrobe in preparation for 
leaving the convent on the following 
day, **1 always loved the revolution,** 
thought Madelaine, as (he laid a{ide 
the white gown in which (he was to 
be married the next morning; *' and 
this lafl decree is (iircly of all others the 
beft and wifeft— but if it had come too ' 
late!**— At this idea Madelaine took up 
the veil for her noviciate, which lay 
upon . her cable, and bathed it with a 
flood of tears. 

The next morning Augufte and 
Madelaine wclre married in the pariih- 
churchof — , and immediately after 

;. ' ^ " the 
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the ceremony fct out for Paris, where 
they now live, and are, I am told, twa 
of the happiefl: people and the bed pa^ 
triots in France, . . 



..f.' > 



LET- 



PROM yJLAKCE. iSj 



LETTER XXU., 

A CUR^ of my acquaintance is juft 
•^ going to be married. He has 
had a literary difputc with the bifliop 
of his diocefe^ on the right of the clergy 
to marry. The cure infills that it is 
the natural right of every man to take 
unto himfelf a wife if he thinks proper 
to run that rifk ; and he confeiTed to me 
yefterday, that, though he felt not the 
fmalleft inclination to enter into the mar- 
riage date, but on the contrary pre- 
. ferred a fingle life, he had refolved upon 
matrimony merely to Ihew Monf. TE- 
v^que, that a pried might take that 
meafure if he pleafed. I know fome 
married people both in France and Eng- 
land^ 
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landj, who would perhj^^ think this is 
carrying the defire of triumph yi argu- 
ment rather too great a length ; sinci who. 
would, I believcj^ cpupfel the cure ,to 
yield this polemic viftory, fooner thaa 
purchafe it with a wife into the^bargaia. 
But ujy frkad the cw^ 15 f(> araiajblf^ 
t^ I aoi perfy^ed he wiU ma^c an ex-'' 
cellwt hixibaod, and wiU b$j bapj^y ;n ^ 
fpUe. of th? biftiop. 

I go freiqucntly tq, a fpacious church , 
which the FfeiKjh protcft^nts-have lately . 
pprchafed, called Su Thomas deXoMvn^j. 
where divine worlhip is performed CkVfry; 
Supday, aqd where the f^cra'mcpt }^ 
laft week adnunifteried. The idea ibzt. 
ia (J^e bofom of that city, evjrn on. i;^ 
very fpot which a few ages. Ra(t. w^^, 
ftained.by the moft cru^l perfecutipa,pf 
the pr^t^ftantSa we were now pul^lkly - 
eap.erciiii^.^kie m9ft fokmin rite of ouf 
reUgioox in the pffra]^:^? of acooSder- 

able 
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»ble number of RoQian Catholics, who 
wimefled that facred ceremony with 
the moft refpeftful filence and at» 
tention— ^his rcfleilion, joined to the 
tender recollection of my own country^ 
to which I was led by hearing the fervice 
performed for the firft time in a foreign 
country, and in a foreign language ; and 
to that retrofpedt of paft life which na- 
turally arifes in a mind of any fend- 
bility, when it renews this facred engage- 
ment with the great Author of its ex- 
illence — ^all thefe different impreffions 
crowded upon my heart, my eyes were 
filled with tears, « and I never felt my 
mind itiore touched and elevated by de- 
votion, Monfieur Maron,*^ the French 
ptoteftant minifter, preaches with the 
moft perfuafive eloquence. I wifli our 
Englifh clergy would fometimes ad-»' 
drefs their difcourfcs to the feelings, as 
well as to die underftaading, Itis'tfot 

the 



the reafbning but the fentknental part 
of religioQ that foftens every evil to 
which humanity is fubjeft, that foothes 
the troubled fpirir^ that heals the broken 
hearti 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIII- 

I WRITE to you from Montrcuilfur 
Mer, where I (hall pafs two or three 
weeks in my way to England. We left 
Paris the latter end of April, and found 
the country covered with that firft frefh 
tint of fpring which is fo lovely, but fo 
tranfient. The trees were white with 
blofToms ; iuid nature, full of youth, hope, 
and joy, wore the afpeft of ail others the 
moft enchanting to the eye, and the 
moft foothing to the imagination. Yet 
the contemplation of returning fpring 
naturally, leads the mind to recall the 
fprings that are pad, and to take a retro- 
fpcft of life : and thofe in whom fuch a 
retrofpeft excites no melancholy reflec- 
tions mull furely be either peculiarly 
fortunate, or peculiarly infenfible. 

But 



: JSot at the fame time we find/ iittfi« 
lovely* images which Spring prefeUtSj a 
fiofc for thofe gloomy refleftbns which 
the retura of that feafon hais perhaps- 
awakened. For while we fee nothing, 
around. us but inaaiges of beauty andde« 
light, ^' while nothing ftrikes the eye bijt 
fights of blifs," the darker (hades of care- 
and forrow vani(h, a,nd lealre ordy that 
geritlq and tender melancholy whidi: ifc 
is lux;ury to indulge-^^ that fatdckcfs^ 0B 
the cQuiuenance by which > th^ heart is 
made better.'* ^ 

My piother found hetfelf,.one evenings 
during our |ogFney^ fa muck fatig\9e4# 
thAt, inftead of being ^able. ^tt> . teach^ 
Amiejis^ where we intended toileep that 
night, we were obliged to ftojb M ^ vepy 
fmall. yil lage fome Icagn^s diftant* Tb^ 
landlord of the little inn wbete we aligtiri 
ed, receix^d us with an air of confcious 
dignity and felf-importance wh}chy. but 
ill accar<ded with the appearance of his 

dwelling. 
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dwellings We enquired if he could 
furni(b us with l}eds« HereemedofTcndtd 
ait thf^ queftfon^ a$ implying rn it feme 
doijbt> and anfsvcred with itnpaticnte, 
^* MaL9> madame, comme a la ville *.** 
— ^Wc found, however, that the walls of 
the rooms where people were lodged 
" coxnmc^ la ville," were of bare brick. 
^* Whatis the name of this place ?** faid 
I to a ruddy-cheeked fervant-giri who 
waited upon us. " Madkme,'* faid (he, 
** c'eft Serteailx, pour vqus obeir'^/* 

The mafter of the inn, having got the 
better of the iH-humouf 6ur firft en- 
quiries had occafioncd,' aflbred us we 
(hwild have an eteelletit fuppet, and 
that he underftood tlie art of cookery 
pcrfeftly, having aflifted fome years in 
tite kitchen of Madame la Princeffc de 
Mpnacoit He by no means over-rated 
his talents; the fupper wa[s extremely 

^ To be fure» madam, as well as in the towD. 
J* This is Serteavxi xnadam, to obey you. 

well 



weU 4rcSkd. When w^j l)^[ AyM?P4)tf ib^ 
told us tb^t.we nv&ltf cc«ifid€r>wri3^MM«. 
in perfe;^ fafety under bi^irpof i;: Y^fpf ; J>. 
ladicsj" add^d be in. am el^v^^ted .^cc^t, 
<*' ^m the.Jniayor of the vilijiget ^nd have 
two national guards every nighc at my 
door« I fav^ed the chateau of a perfbo 
ivho was very odious to his : peafanta^ 
from being burnt, by haranguing the^ 
people, and convincing them of ttie 
enormity of the aftion ; and my fellow* 
citizens, in gratitude for my iervices on 
that occaiion, unanimouily chofe me for 
their naayor." 

I congratulated Monf. le Maire on 
the happy cfFefts of his eloquence, and' 
he immediately ftepped out of the room,* • 
and returned with a national fcarf in his 
hand, and a fierce grenadier's cap, which- 
had been prefented to him as trophies of 
his patriotifm. I enquired how many - 
national guards there were in the village^ 
** No Icfs than eighty men," faid he ; 

**and 
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^« and I Am their colonel /^ The honours,' 
(Hg^ec^) a^d high ofiicesi civil and itii^ 
licary^ of our landlord now crowded To 
tbicdc upon us, that we c6uld Scarcely 
reconcile oui:iHves to the trouble we 
gave him of bringing little moveable 
frames for mattrefles, into the room 
where we had (upped^ and which the 
chkf magiftrate arranged with admirable 
dexterity. Next morning we found he. 
had thrown afide his white jacket, und. 
was arrayed iq the national uniform. 
When we recoUedted that our veal- 
cutlets had been drefled by a colonel, 
aniJ our roattrefles arranged by a mayor, 
wq/ejt ourfelves fomewhat in the fitu- 
atipn of Don Quixote when queens 
faddlcf] his.horfea and duchefles held 
his bridle. We made very low curtfies 
to Qur boftat parting, which hej-etunied 
by f^pping his jhand on his military cap. 
— Apropos of travelling— A French gen- , 
tleman of my acquaintance told me, tbar 

he 
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he WIS onte gouig In his cabrioidt fnom 
Ftris to Calais, when he wm tccofted 
by a man who was walking along the 
road, and wRo begged the favour of hhn 
to let him put his great coat, which he 
found very heavy, into the carriage 
" With all my heart," faid the gentle- 
ihan; •' but if we (hould not be travel- 
ling to the fame place, how will you get 
your coat ?•• ** Monfieur,** anfwered the 
man with great naivete, " je feral de- 
dans*.*' The gentleman immediately 
took him into his carriage. 

Montreiiil is an old melancholy-look- 
ing town, with no trade, and few inha- 
bitants. Some families of the little lio- 
bleflfe, who refided in this place, have 
thought proper to prove their nobility 
by a trip to Coblcntz. Their houfes 
arc left ^dtferted; grafs grows in the 
ftreets i and I cxpcA to fee the fox which 

« IflHdlbemit: 

Offiao 



Oflian mentions, looking put of the 
window. 

Here arc a great number of very an* 
trient Gothic edifices; and one of them, 
near which we are lodged, aflfords me 
frequent fubjeft of meditation. This is 
the Hotel- Diei>. In every town of 
France you find one of'thofe hofpitals 
espied Hotels-Diea, where the iick'are 
attended by an order of nuns, who 'taki^ 
vows to devote tlieir live^- to that 'pyr-* 
pofe. The nioft perfeS: clearilinefs arid 
erdcr reign in thefe houfes. feift 'how 
gr^at are the facrifices made,' from d 
principle of piety, By thefe nnns/ many 
of whoAi are in the very bloom of ydtth f 
To devote life to the tndft di%uftmg oir-* 
oupations — to br4aA« only theUfr of 
contagion-M:o watch in 'fad' fnccdSoli* 
every fixthor eighth nfght^ throdgtf tlte' 
iohg years of life^ in the' charrtbifVs 6f 
difeafe — to drefs tVoUndS-^td ;p6rfbrnv 
ff^x ftrangers thofe offices at which 'na-* 

VOL. II. K turc 
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dritdcly^ fulfil WtAckit rela<aah^,^'4^a 
for thofe to whom our fouls ard^bdti^d 
!qrthc'ftfdng€ftli^i of du^^iii n^ec- 
tion-^ta Isiear witli Hiiiwonried : {imitbce 
t£ie'iiever-cea(ihg ^rdat>s e(^ tb^fo 3^ac 
iuflfer— ^0 admkiid^r^ wkb ch^ iin^lttug 
ten^emefs wbicb long habii basi noc 
blunted^ the remedies pi^&rited^^^to 
^ye amongft the dyipg^^tbofe fuvely^ale 
fat^ifkes which iiocbiDg tut aienftonent 
lil'^di^on oouhi iofpire^^^ioitly^itiiiEy 
bit (ikid of (ucfa perfoos^ ^^ Ye ace ndrof 

Whea we curr^ our tboughisiicai' Aidi 
a iceae as this^ to th» nofeeUngpiiiidif- 
iereiice which prevails bt ihc^ worId«««^ts 
fistfifli purfoit of its ova intetdb^ts 
€k^er fearch <f its owa gratificatioQiq^,^ 
^ toldnefe to the pains of otherstw. 
]<s vanitie&i^hs .littleiief9*4^ts luiittijes 
i-Mve find it at a diiUoce^fi>drt^ltio(e 
l&Qm £cicb>WiJtoei,(Mdutt dtei^iv»ifo££d»e 
< rx ; >; Hotels- 
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which :w^. live^ A Uag,L Ir^pi. -wMcfc* 
^reaittcd ihenatioual colours, ;Wftft,/ftftr 

ttjudffj aa« officer i€£\xbq ii»4)ioftal:?igii%ip4 
mounted on a chair beneath ith^ .^A^j^^ 
ffafAhecthe^: i §ndd:eadr:aiptperAo£ii|titf uc- 
-IfboUc^tiibiicu^lt^iiivk) i^rifaed a^iieidck 
amHftdibmijriand Hftomd /dadkv^bormoft 
20e%^fQlnattffiytioau l(Aftfif idqTciCKtlQg' 
<*pQoi)tbcifibl!^urg8; cfi fee itODftitwipji, 
-Uier3ai:ttodv)ei^ihGfd::»rbec0eQdflb^tQf ^ 
^mhft uiibfoh)(ei^ioidiuiiIieh-«a^;ih^ 
^^tfftflHie cd^ejof/^lfcettyj^vjithbrift tgireea; 
4Ei^^0heiy;jraMl^ ^Biin§ii&D»^ktaArd*\k 
.i^>--^i K 2 orator 



-yi^Tltt^i^^HVttB IbmetKifg' ifi'4Be'rt:*^rie 
IfHiell. gafe h^'ah ideb df *ln^ fta^^idi^ 
<tf'anfdent. times?,'- As' foon^ isiisr tHe lla- 
mngire wfejfendtd^^ a gun \Vas iitetl j^irid 
(4iri^i che bcl^T«d fignal (tf gdety , and 
acdompatiiment of joy, was ifrimediately 
playtd^ while the people d&nced' with aH' 
ihetr hearts and fouls. : ': *^>-' '- 

, We have liad^ indeed, m Adk^^^n 
tteo trees of liberty planted iii^the'fq4i«r6.5 
fpr the iittl e^ boj^ of the iov^ti. anrr<;ipat^d 
the ceremony by :plan«ing-aty^yng <ir^e;' 
of wlticjb dscy had^Qt |i6ffi^an,'kR*13ay 
before; k*ook j^t^c&y^ Tlhisi yooftg^li^d 
l^alC<r:a/biin43ecrougrv:)aa[ikdeiofcpHp^l 
apd Qpiouf9'$0(PpP^ed of :tlifi fiimr. qiokI 
tqrj^l^ ,^fo-.w?4r|}pj:, ind^^Pd . Yeryaft^icjagr i 
ieated in the earthy .9,nd,fpi|^t. with pro* 
priety have been,j^^lied * ;u43e- libertc 

•^ ^ * "' chancelantcs 
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t^n^^vkuti but (h^ wiods did not vific 
it. cpO roughly, and it kept m ftatioD^ A 
oatianai guard of citiz^as^ froiQ ftx to 
twcive years of agi^ wa5 oioumcd near 
the tree^ armcdf io cafe of ao attack^ 
with wooden fufees. As we pafled this 
foraiidahie baad^ the captain demanded 
a few (bus to buy a drum pour la na? 
tion*. We have too much friendfliip for 
the French nation to refufe fo moderato 
a don patriotique-f*, and we produced 
fome national coins. The little groupe, 
by way of thanking us, cried over and 
c^yer ^gaioi to the echoes of the hills, 
** Y'ive, viv« la nation;}; !" 

The French boys, with that fpirit of 
imitation which belongs to children, 
have no amufements, no paftimes, that 
have not a reference to liberty. They 
imbibe thefe national leffons with great 

* For the nation. 

f Patriottc gifta - 

{ Long liTe the naikpnV 

K 3^ avidity 5 
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avidity; and 1 am apt to believe that, if 
the enemies of freedom could annihilate 
the prefent race of Frenchmen, therifing 
generation would, ten or twenty years 
hence, throw afide their wooden fufees 
for more terrible weapons^ and a6t over 
again, intheiightoftheiroppreiibrsp, t|ie 
martial exercifes of their childhood* - 
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LETTER XXIV. 



I HAVE nothing to relate but what is 
melancholy and painful. The re- 
pulfe which the French have met with 
at Tournay was trifling; and were it not, 
a defeat is the common chance of tvar, 
and would be an evil light indeed com- 
pared to the difgrace, the fliocking cri- 
minality which has attended it. A few 
days before I left Paris, the war with 
Germany was declared. The French, 
long infulted by the court of Vienna, 
rejoiced that the moment to aflert the 
injured honour of a great and gallant 
nation was at length arrived. They 
faw before them, in long and radiant 
pcrfpeftive, city after city yielding to the 
arms of men who, renouncing all views 

of 
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of extending the Fr^r>ch empji^e, only 
armed themfelves in defence of thejr juft 
rightSj and who felt that 

** Thrice 18 he ann'd that hath his quarrel yoS^^ 

. Forced to engage in a war agajnft the 
tyrants of the earth, the French had de- 
clared (to tranflate the words of Monlieur 
Condorcet, in his fiiblirae declaration 
made in <he name of the National Af- 
fembiy), ** that the foldiers would con; 
duft themfelvs in a foreign territory as 
they would have conduced themfelves on 
the territory of France, had they been 
there forced to engage in coipbat; that 
even the accidental evils which tlic 
French troops might occafion to the 
people of thofe foreign territories, fhguld 
be repaired; that torepulfe violeac^, to 
refift oppreffion, to forget injuries that 
were paft, to receive enemies reconciled, 
ortiifarmedj iw brothers-r-fuch were the ^ 

fen* 
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fentimcntt which the nation would find 
in the foiils of Frenchmen, and fuch 
was the war which they declared againft 
their enemies/* 

Thus had the French nation prepared 
every generous mind to efpoufe its caufe. 
No fooncr was it made known that the 
armies on the frontiers ftood in need of 
recruits, than the young men in every 
ptbvihce of France enlifted themfelves 
Yitli an ardour which only the facred 
fentimeht of liberty could have infpired. 

No fooner was the war declared, thaa 
the bar of the National Aflembly was 
e^kty day crowded with citizens^ who ac- 
cording to their ability contributed with 
fohd enthufiafm their mite towarcls the 
fii^port of the Common caufe. 

Little, indeed, did the people dreum 
of defeat, but far lefs of difhonour. 
<f'*'Ort tue les honlme^ ;' c^ell le trifte 

♦ ThejT raurdj^r men; it ia ttC:Jpc^?WVp*yM^^O 
vilege of kings: but they cannot murder honour* 

apanage 
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^paDage du metier <ies rois : tqais ou'.n^ 
luQ.pas.rhonneuri" that vi&itnmuft'b^ 
^ffi^red by ourfdvcs. Let us not^ Jiow^ 
ever, include the whole French 4»ati<H> 
in the difgrace of i few. The ^gflnewl 
gjoom, indignation, arid horror^ . iprq<«. 
duced by the aflaffinations at. X^iilei 
provethat the French feel witb the Hteneft- 
fenfibility the dilhonour; incurred .by ftiClr 

atrociQUs condudt » ih ^* 

, J am perfuaded they will w\p§ A^7> 
by the,, performance of th« moi]k.ncft>lf 
and heroic adiou^ the ftaip whichi^hl^ 
been cad upoi^ the French ar^v U^m^ 
M'^n opportiUMty.qfikAOwiBig .w^W^li 
a$ I dp;.thiigenerQvis,iti»/fubligl)B Afrifc 
fices.iwhich Mt ; m^kdo- by mdJirldM^J^n» 
the cctnjmoo «ufe/*-if' jfl3u;iM«i«.itK^ 
(mtrt^gir oi tint. pnUto iptriti >tbe tfiifoi 
of that public virt^ie which the events of 
this great re volution ;.ai^ CAlculntfid *not 
nnerely to difplay, but ta>^<t(teite; itiul 
caU fofth^if foiiikneiribfe inftdxiblc 

r purpofc 
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J)tippole' of the patriots of France, "dft 
iKVre libresi'ou iiiourir*"— you would, I 
believei be cohvmced, as I am, that they 
can never be- fubducdj and that, in 
defiance of ibehoufe of Auftria, and all 
the other dcfpotic houfes of Europe, 

-» **1} faut,** faid a French gentleman 
^hh fvhom I was talking on this fubjeft,* 
** il faut quelques vidoires roturieres J/* ' 
/ Lj*t Its alio rcmeaibcr that die great 
iktifeof Ubetty remains uncontaminatcd 
\lf th«^ a0a(fitKttioii6* at Lille. Though 
fehitkal btgbts, in the* rage of fuperfti- 
^dtis cru^hy, \kkift 4r2lg|ged their viAims 
t#ihbiteke^ would it be rdtiolnaLto ex- 
t0Dd'49W'abbdrrence of fach anions to 
Cbriftianityficfelf^co thai benevolent re- 
iigksh wfaicbinclilcaMs univ^rfai cij^itf, 
^o ^l^l?\^ .i; -■ ■. i/' ■ -^ / 

M* ItJafllproopcd^i.-ri ,i''-^"-' 
^[d5x^frff«ft.l*^foiWPfcfe<fa^.?^^^^^ 

-'^ 'Y ... 4 teve, 
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love, and good will towards men, and 
choofe the comfortlefs^ the fullen indif- 
ference of aiheifm ? 

And (hall we, becaufe the fanatics 
<rf liberty have committed fome deteft- 
able crimesi conclude that liberty is an 
evil, and prefer the gloomy tranquillity 
cf dcfpotifm ? If the blcflSngs of freedom 
have fomeiimes been abufcd, it is bccaiifo 
they are not yet well underftood. Thofe 
occafional evils which have happened in 
' the infant ftatc of liberty, are but the cf- 
fedb of defpotifm. Men have been long 
treated with inhumanity, therefore they 
are ferocious. They have often becrf 
betrayed, therefore they are ftifpicioiis. 
They have once been flaves, and therc«- 
fbre they are tyrants. They have bee» 
uft^ to a* ftate of warfare, and are not 
yet accuftomed to univerfal benevolence. 
They have long been ignorant, andhave 
not yet attained fufEcient knowledge. ^ 
They have been condemned to darkndfs, 

and 
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and their eyes are dazzled by light. The 
French have thrown afide the ritual of 
delpotifm ; bur they have not all had 
time to le.irn the liturgy of that new con- 
ftitution which is laid upon the akar of 
their country. But the. genuine prin- 
ciples of enlightened freedom will foon 
be better comprehended, and may per- 
haps at no diftant, period be adopted by 
all the nations of Europe. Liberty may 
bring " her fons from afar, and her 
daughters from the ends of the earth." 

The opprcflions which mankind have 
fufFered in every age, and almoft in every 
country, will lead them to form more 
perfeft fyflems of legiflation than if they 
had fuffered lefs; and they will only 
have to regret that their happinefs has 
been purchafed by the mifery of pad 
ages. 

Then will the reign of humanity, of 
order, and of peace begin ; the gates of 

VOL. II. L, Jan lis 
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Janus will be for ever clofed ; Liberty 
will extend her benign influence over 
the nations, and " ye fliall know her by 
her fruits." 
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